
Seeking abetter life, she was sold for tU00
By PAULSTOBER
T l l E  o n l y  t h l n g  t h a t  s s v e d  A n n a
Timba from slavery was sn nbsolute
delermlnal lon to escnpe lhe l i fe  to
*hkh her nnsters wanled to condemn
her.

Through rn in terprcter  she (o ld

how her family was bnrken up and she
was driven lnto the clutches of a man
who sells people for lcrs lhan R-s00.
She b not shy and her thin body seenrs
lo have shrugged of f  the abusgto
whlch it was subjected.

In September 1989, after her vlllage
r+as at lacked by the Mozamblcnn
rehel movemenl Renamo. Timba fled
to the rrlatlve safety of Mapulo. She
spent the next thrce rmnihs In the cap
ital, struggling to eke out a llving for
her family by selling lonratoes on the
strcrts.

l n  l ) e c e m b e r  l h a t  y e a r ,  T i m b a
received an offer she fell she could not
refuse lor the sake of her family. A
mariono offered to take her to Soutb
Africa nnd find her t J<tb, ll{ariano ls
t h e  j a r g o n  u s e d  b y  r e s l d e n t s  o f
I\laputo lo describe people who lurr
I l lozamhicans lo  South Afr ica by
o f f e r i n g  t h e m  t r n n s p o t t  a n d . i o b s .
Eager to slart a bel(er life and igno-
rant  of  lhe danger  involved,  

' I imba

accepted.
Days fater, lhe mariano, Mahulanl

l \ t a p a l a n i ,  h e r d e d  T i m b a  a n d  h e r
fami ly .  a long wi th at  least  60 o iher
m e n .  w o m e n  n n d  c h l l d r e n .  i n l o  a n

open t ruck and drove thent  to  the
S o u t h  A f r l c a n  b o r d e r .  A t  a n
unmarked place, lhe group crosscd
the border on frxrl werc picked up by
a n o t h c r  t r u c k  a n d  t n k e n  t o
Mapalani's farm In kaNgwane.

fimba nnd her famlly stayed at the

farm for  two months,  sonet lmes
watchlng others being quietly taken
awfly,

Afler this time' Mapalani brodght n
man Timba knows only ns Sihuyl, to

the farm in a minibus. Mapalanl told

her lhat she must go home wlth Sibuyi.
Ile took Tlmba and her chlldrrn lo

Temblsn on the easl Rand, wherr he
llved and ran a shop.

On the flrst nlght ht dernanded that
Timba sleep with hhn. ",You are my
wi fe now -  don ' t  you know I  pa id

that  man money for  ybu?" asked
Sibuyi. Timba Iaterdiscovercd that he
pald atxrut R2fi) for her'.

As punlshment for not going to bed
wi th h im, .Sibuyl  krcked Tlmba ahd
hcr family out of the hortst rr hen he
went to nr.lrket.

Determined to grl a$ny from this
man she knew nolhlng atxmt Timhn
mnnaged to steal two R5 nolcs from
the shop.  ( ls lng the n loney,  T lmba
hought  n box of  bansnas rvh ich she
sold while she was lockrd oul of the
housc. Over the thrce months she n'as
wilh Sibuyi, fimba mairagsd lo v;uir-

rel away R75.
One day in May she sctxrped up her

fnmily and using the money, caught a
taxi back to l\lnpalnnl - "becau-se he
was lhe only onc I kn6w".

' l - imba 
confronted Mapalanl  nnd

accuscd him of xlling her, lle admit-
tctl he had done so, nsking: "llow ebe
anr I going to get rny money back?"
Accord ing lo  I  imba,  in  Maputo,  he
had snid nolhing nlxrut her having lo
pny him.

By way of  an apology,  l \ lapalnnl
pronr ised to get  her  "a bet ter  hus-

bnnd".
Tinrha ruminded him that she was

al r tady marr ied nnd wanted work,

not a hushand. Mnpalani responded
wlth: "Thert ls nothlng for you to do
hcre and you must go."

Refore krng, he had sold Timba and
her childrtn agnin; thls llme 0o Philip
Mahlaleh for atxrut R450.

l l lnh ln le la d isn i lssed Timba's
refusal to sleep with hipt and durlng
her lirst two nights wllh him she was
brutally rrpcd. Aftcr lhat, though he
did not  sexunl ly  molest  T lmhe,  he
nssarr l ted her  a lmost  every day.  I le
spnred the children,

l \ l n h l a l e l a  w a s  u n e m p l o y e d  b u t
somrlimes did thc nxrnds of his bnrth-
ers, asking for moncy and frxrd which
he shnrr r l  wi th  her  and lhe chi ldren.
'I ' inrha 

wns forced to plalt hair each
dny to raise lhe R4 she needed to feed
all of lhenr.

W h i l e  s h e  w a s  w o r k i n g ,  T l m h a
heard ahout a centre nerirby whlch

look care of Mozamblcan rtfugees.

She trolted lrom Mahlalela's house

late one nlghl nnd walked with her

d a u g h t e r s  u n t i l  s h e  r e a c h e d

l l langweni ,  kaNgwane,  lhe next

mornlng.

In Shongwe,  T imha met  refugee

f le ldworker  Sal ly  t \ lcKihben,  Rnd

made a detailed slrlem€nt about what

had hnppened to her  over  the past

nronths.  The refugee pro ject  then

helped Tlmba and her family settle in
'Bkxk A" of the nearby krwnship,

But  T lmba's  fears of  tbe s lave

traders are lar fmm over. Afler writ-

Ing to her family, Tlmba discovertd

her younger slster, 1{ilhemlna, had

been brought to South Africa by a

man who clalming she Cfimba) had

senl him to fetch her.

Af ter  making Inqui r ies emong

Moz,amblquan refugees, she discov-

ered another  mar iano,  known as

Sedske, who clalmed her slster was

belng held on a nearby farm. l le

pnrmird that if she gave him R20 he

would fetch her skter. McKibhen gave

Sedake the money, who left and has
yet to rrturn.

Despite th[s dbappointrnent, Tintba

is determined to track her slster don'n.

In the meantime fimba has estab-

lished a life forherself. She tesches nt a

prr-schurl for the chiklrrn of refugees

and has n clrne circle of friends.
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