
THE WEEKLY MAIL. June 5 to 11

_bslr wIls:lheQ I4!4_
_sugyurg !qy9!y4!- a!9!._
-]2suu t-9J!tJ-q-ea! !s!!tg-
*gy e, t b !!!et o I i9!t1!!eJ!g d e_

_tllMIJkJ!8rcy!18:__
Bt EDDIE KOCH

-l 
he girls broke out of the rikrckade

whcre they rvere heing kbpt and fled to
a  n e i g h b o u r ' s  h o m e  a f t 0 r  h e a r i n g
nrmrxrrs that thcy were ab..lut to be sold
fo a focal  in1 'anga nnd k i l led so that
lheir lxxJics could be used as nrrrri.

Residents fiom the Nlsikazi district
of  the homeland,  r l  h ich borders on
M o z r n r h i < ; u e ' s  s o u t h e r n  p r o v i n c e s ,

insist that refugees who are brought by
professional guides across the electri-
fied fence that divides the two countriqs
are frequently murdered and parts of
the i r  bodies sold to  wi tchdoctors -

although there is no dcrcumented evi-
dence of lhis.

'Ihe 
neighbour, a Swazi woman from

kaNgwane, directed the fugitives b a
transit centre for refugees lmated in a
v i l l a g e  c a l l e d  M a n g w e n i  w h e r e
McKibben works.  Af f idadvi ts  were
taken from all of the girls and handed to
the local police station so that charges
of abduction could he laid against the
trader, known to the girls as Alfonvr.

Various forms of bondage, forced
labour and sex slavery have develoJred
around the large Jxrpulation of refugees

who flee into South Africa to escaoe
Mozamhique 's  c iv i l  war .  But
McKibben detecls a common strand
that runs through mqst of the accounts
she has collected from victims of the
trade.

A group of guides or agents have
developred a lucrative business which
invo lves  br ing ing  v i l lagers  f rom
Mozambique across  lhe  e lec t r i f ied
fence in South Afr ica for a fee that
rangas fronr R l-50 to R250, depending
on whether the fugit ives wanl to be
dropprd off acrors the border or travel
by Lrx i kr Johannasburg.

Some of the.se guidssofier a valuable
sewice lo prople despcrate toascaJrc the
exlreme forms of brutality canied out
by Renamo. But olher unscrupulous
dealers Lrke advantage of the desJrra-
tion caused by war. They offer young
Mozambican girls a free ride acnns the
txrrtler and a job in South Afiica - a
gestureof altruism thal isasuresign the
agenlis mariano.

Once they cross the frontier with the
girls, who have no identity documenls
or official record of lheir existence, the
lraders sel l  them to men in lhe lown-
shiJn, who then try to juslify the trans-
action by saying they have pai<J lohola
and that the girls are now thcir wivqs.

In reality lhe "wives" are forced to
have sex with their owners, cook for
them, carry out domestic chorqs without
any  payment ,  and are  f requent ly
assaulted i f  they refuse. Many of the
women complain that they are fed only
scrap of fcnrd and left<rvers from the
meals they prepare.

lronically, most accepl this form of
bondage, even though it is fairly easy to
escape. To relxrrt their owner lo lhe
plice is to invite being arrested as an
i l l e g a l  a l i e n  a n d  s e n t ' b a c k  l o
Mozambique, where their fale is even
more terr i fying. ' I 'hey face fanrine,
drought and a honific form of slavery
practised by Renamo bands who raid
villages and force women to kill thcir
husbands before force-marching them
to bases where the widows are allmated
to rcbel commanders.

In January this year five young gitls
who found their own way across lhe
electrified fence, known a.s "the snake"
because of the lethal 3 000 volts i t
delivers to those who come into c'ontact
with it, were waiting at a taxi rank in a
border village when they were picked
up by a driver called Madonsela.

' l -he 
man lhen took them to

Johanneshurg and visited various town-
sh ips ,  apparent ly  on  the  eas t  Rand,
looking for customers. Along the way
he allegedly raped some of the girls and,
after failing to sell them on the Reef,
tcxrk them back to kaNgrvane. There he
allowed a friend to sleep with one of the
captives while looking out for local
buyers.

-lhe girls esca[Ed from a local motel
and reJrorted kr the Mangweni transit .
centre. Refugee workers called in the
kaNgwane police who took affidavits
from the girls.

Madonsela was arresled and then
released on bail. [{e has not yet been
charged as all of the girls disappated
srnn afler he was released. The refugee
workers have evidence thal at least one
of lhem was abducted by the trader.

less than two week ago a team of
health workers came across l7 adults
and l 9 children heing held in a village
called Bltrk C at the home of a woman
who is known to recn-rit pople and sell
them as chatlels.

The team alerted refugee worker
R a c h e l  N t s i m b i n i ,  w h o  v i s i t e d  t h e
premises and retumed the next day in a
bid to rescue the group - only to hear
from neighbours that the trader had
been wanred and promptly loaded the
entire group into a single taxi tnund for
Johannesburg.
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Slave trade still a boomingbusiness
OUTII AFRICA'S slave trade
- involving young girls abduct-
ed from Mozambique and sold
to local men, who subject them

to forced labour and oflen ragrc them -
conlinues to flourish.

The s lave syndicates,  which were

turrcoverrd lasl year when an invastiga-
tive teanr from The WeeHy Moil pur-

chased hvo slaves for R2fi) each from a
t r a d e r  o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n
T r a n s v a a l  h o m e l a n d  o f  k a N g w a n e ,
apfear to have proliferated. Not a sin-
gle trader has heen convictetl, dcspite
evidence being harxled to grlice ahrut
the practice.

In February lhis year one of the slave
traders, krnwn in Mozambique as mar-
iano.s,  lured s ix  g i r ls  f iom Mapulo

across the South African border to a vil-
lage in the homeland of kaNgwane
where he kept lhem in a kraal and invit-
ed prospeclive buvers around to see
them.

"One of the girls, Sonia Sibiya, agerl
13, was rapd on the way to the hrnler.
She used the words'l have been shlen'
when she described her ordeal lo us,"
says Sally McKibhen, a f ieldworker
who runs a y:heme lhat provides r:mer-
gency aid to Mozambican refugees in
kaNgwane.

"They were enticed info crossing the
border by the trader, who pronrisetl
them we l l -pay ing  jobs  in  a  shop in
&ruth Afiica. They were still at srh<xrl
at the t ime and their par(:nts did not

A desperately narow e3cap€ from slavery ... Anna Tlmba and her two daughlers Photo: PAULSTOBER
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[-ast year an Austral ian television
crew. w91ft ing with a local reporler,
"hought" a younB girl from the same
trader, interviewed her at a plush holel
neafuy and then dumped her at the transit
centre.

The incident, which highl ighs how
easy it is to buy and sell human beings in
ihis corner of South Afr ica, caused a
rumpus at lhe t ime as the journal ists
failed to inform either their slave or the
refugee workers aboul the purpose of
their transaction, causing a panic in the
area as villagers believed a new group of
traders had qrme to town.

Ind ica l ions  are  tha t  the  t rade has
spread far heyond kaNgwane. There
have been isolated reports of women
he ing sold into slavery in Cazankulu, a
homeland that along wilh kaNgwane
offers temporary refuge lo war fugitives
from Mozambique.

In the middle of last year City Press
regrrted women were being sold in a
squatter camp north of Pretoria called
Winteweld, where a large number of
Mozambicam live illegally. The Wee$y
Mail cr:llectedevidence that women had
been kept at depts in Tembisa and other
easl Rand township before being sold to
local men.

'The kaNgwane police try to help but
they are Jrowerless in many respects,"
says McKibben. One of the biggest prob-
lems is that the absence of a law in South
Africa lhat prohibits slave lrading and
grl ice have to investigate al lernal ive
charges such as raJre, abduction or kid-
napprng.

But refugees are an itinerenl group of
lulple. 

'"l}ey have io get a job. So wif
ness€s can'l hang anrund while the law
takes ilscourse.l}le girls feel they won't
win the case anyrvay. $r what's the grint
of hanging around when they could be
looking for work."

Afler The Weekly Mail's exgx€ last
year, the South African Police promised
to invesligale the lrade and a delective
fnrm NelsJnuit visited our oflices lo col-
lect delails about lhe trade and people
involved in it. To date there has not been
a single conviclion.

Only kaNgwane and Gazankulu pro-
vide N'loz:mbican fugilives with temp-
rary  suppor t .  Sou lh  A f r i ca  does  no t
recognise refugees and has stel4rd up a
grlict and army campaign io anest and
deJxrrl lhe fugitivas. Recent re;xrrls indi-
cate 3 0(X) Jrople are being repatriated
to N'lozamhigue each week.

McKibben believes this is at the mre
of lhe slave trade as the syndicates take
advantage of refugees' fear of being
deporled t() keep them in bondage.

Relief workers argue the best way to
slop the racket is to al low the United
Nations tligh Cbmmission for Refugees
(l,Nl lCR) kr administer a scheme that
provides these people with temlnrary
identification cards and Jnotection from
harassment.

- lhe  
Af r i can  Na l iona l  Congress

favours this proJxxal but has done little
lo press frx i ts implementation. A task
force from the Convention for a
Democra l i c  Sou lh  A f r i ca 's  work ing
gn)up one, set up |o lcnk inkr the plight
o f  re fugees  and the  poss ih i l i t y  o f
t,NllCR involvemenl in ttreir protection,
visi ted kaNgrvane and Gazankulu last
month. Off icials in the ANC's foreign
affairs deparlment did nol parlicipale in
lhe wrrk of the task force and afpear lo
have heen unawarc of ils existence.

1te government is strongly opgrsed
kr the recognition of refugees and UN
involvemenl in a scheme to protect them
fiom hcing exploited. According to a
governmenl represental ive, quoted in
minutcs o[ the (-rxlesa task force: "Once
the l lNl l( lR camlx are estahl ished the
lo1 'a l  popr r l : r t ion  u  i l l  r i se  in  anger
trt 'c:rusc of thc (preferential) treatmcnt
givcn kr refugces."

CCB proves co\^fuoys do (
lT  ranked as  one o f  the  s t rangcr

I exJreriences of life; sitting around
I a hoard rrxrm tahle in down lown
I Pretoria listening to the conrman-
der of South Afrlc:a's most nolorious
" h i t  s q u a d "  w i n g e i n g  o n  a b o u l
relrenchment paclrages. But then, as
has often been said, it is a very strange
s<rciety.

Not thal Joe Versler secs his men as
members  o f  a  h i t  squad.  " l  wou ld
never accept that I was an assassin,"
exc la imed lhe  fo rmer  "manag ing
direclor" of the Civil Co-operation
Bureau.

"We were normal members of the
South African Special Forces," he
said. " l  can say categorical ly that I
never in my lifc dld anything that was
not authorised."

The CCB this week decided lo
enlist.the help of the press (seeming-
ly forgetful that they onc€ plotted io
assassinate a Weekly I.lail staffer,
Gavin Evans) in the face of what they
believe to be an attempt by lhe gov-
ernment to smear lhem with a con-
spiracy lo murder President FW de
Klerk and his cabinet.

The story of lhe assassination plot
dates back to March. when members
of the cabinet and af least one ftrreign
newspaper rec€ived letlers fiom what
purporled to be a seCret orgilnisation
ca l l ing  i t se l f  " lhe  Inner  C i rc le " ,
announc ing  p lans  lo  assass ina te
members of the governmenl for their
"belrayal" of South Afiica.

Joumalisl( who 5aw the letten dis-
missed them a.s a hoax. In an attenlpt
lo demonslrate lhe scriousness of lhe
threat the author(s) had enclosed a
picture of an envelope addressed to

Krowyoffrights?
]ust askthe children
ByGAYE DAVIS
THE most relevanl quesl icin at the
press conference marking the end of
South Africa's first surnnrit on chil-
dren's r ights came not frunt a jour-
nal ist but one of the youthlul dele-
gales.

What, she wanted to know, was
going b happen to lhe lwo homeless
children who had atle nderj the event?
"Will they go back to homes, or kr the
street?"

A  N a t i o n a l  C h i l d t b n ' s  R i g h t s
Commitiee (NCRC) htaffer walched
a small ,  intent f igure inscribe hal l-
po in t  pen 5 l l rgans  on  h is  cap.
O b l i v i o u s  l o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  r a g i n g
amund him. Davi<l Soklmorts carried
on with what he was doing. ln careful
capitals, he wrole: "We want peace
for a new South Africa". belirre shift-
ing his cap on his knee to lind space
lo;rn the words "Stqr Child Abuse".

T h e  s l i g h t l y  b u i l (  l 5 - y e a r - o l d
knew what he was lall.ing alxrut. lle
l i v e d  i n  M o w b r a y ,  h e  s a i d ,  r r r  i n
Ohscrvatory: it depended on whcre
he and his fr iends - al l  streetchi l-
dren l ike himself -  decided tt l  hed
down for the night.

lle had never known his father and
no krnger knew his mother's where-
ahouts. For a t ime he was in foster
care, but lhe woman, he said, was a
drunk and abused him and his half-
br<rther. "So we left." That lvas ahout
three years ago: he had.iust complct-
ed Standard Four. l le hadn't been
back to schcxrl since.

l -as t  weekend,  Dav id  -  a long
wi th  fe l low s t ree tch i ld  S imph iwe
Masimini - fotrnd himselI anrong
190 chi ldren from al l  over lhe coun-
try, hrought together hv the N('RC
and the chi ldren's magazittc, ly 'olo
Songtkt lo, lo draw up a chartt :r  of
chi ldren's r ights.

Over four days, he slept in a bed
with shcels and blankets, ate regular
meals, watchedIV and enjoyed al l
the manifest delighb of the summit's
venue - A five-star hotel at Somerset
Wesl.

ln the mornings, hejoined the other
ch i ld ren  in  a  vas l  con ference ha l l
decked with chi ldren's art and han-
ners: "Ask the chi ldren", said one.- l 'here 

he rvatched shorl sketches,
devised by the children themselves,
dcal ing r.r, i th the summit 's lhemes:
herlth and welfafe, education, child
labour, violence, family l i fe and i ts
antiihesis - homelessness.

The aflernoons sav{, David and his
felkrw-delegries taking parl in small-
er workshops, whcre facilitatorg led
them ihrough nrore in-deplh exami-
nati(rn (rf  lhe issrres at hand - using
ganres ,  ro le -p lay ,  quant i t ies  o f
newsprint and cardhoard boxes. At
erch session's end. lhese would be
covered with proposed resolut ions
offered hy the children lhemselves:
on his box. David wrote: "Children
should have the right lo food".

Each child - ages ranged from |2
kr l(r --- had his or her say. Some of
the chiltlrcrn canre fmm wealthy mid-
dle-class homes; others from rural
p()verly- lraps. Among them were
children in wheel< hairs. or otherwise
disahlcd. Faci l i tators krok care lhal
those with he tter sJnaking skills did
not dominate workshop discussions
and guided the dehates.

Said (-alcb Kenyon. l6: "After the
sumnri l  we're going to grr back to
schurl to share these lhings we've
learncd with the kids there. Wc just
hope the go'" 'ernnre nl and the olher
p<rl i t ic;r l  part ics at Cotlesa wil l  hear
irs."

l ) t r r ing  thc  sunrmi t ,  the  c l r i ld ren
learnctl  nol orr l l ' l l rout thei l  r ight.s but

istration to courl on September 8 over credit them.
the circumstances of their retrench- Verster said thr

Love us... Streetchlld Davld Solomons knows what I
about Photo

atnuteachother: inoneworkshopon faci that two chi ld
violence, a township chi ld volun- would not be return
teered how he had seen "soldiers" famil ies was a cau
shtxrt three chiklren, and how il had cern: didn't the ch
"stayed in my heart forever". child should be for,

With four days of workshrrlx and streels? What wouk
plcnaries hchind lhem. the dclegates and Simphiwe?
showcd l i t t le  s igns  o f  con [erence-  ^ . , ,  ] .  _  , .
fatigue as they githeretl for rhe final 
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pteis confetcn.i ro unveil tlre fruils sumnlll wlll lrcse nl

of their <Jcl iberations: a draft chi l-  grl icy confcrence r

d ren 'schar te r .  l ) cv3 l1 rpn1gn1 3n1

It was also the moment whcn blrte (.hi ldren" hxted hy
real i ty cast a shatlow over ihe f ine the Western CaJr'r
sentinlents expresscd on paper. 
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Foreign Minisier Pik Botha, which
they said they had Jlhotographed on
the minister's desk. Not only did the
picture fail to show any identifiable
asJrct of Botha's office but the pho-
tographer had nlso failed to have the
slamp on the envelope cancelled by
the Posl Office.

But, seemingly with encourage-
ment fiom the cabinel re;nrts of the
"threat" did eventually appear in local
newspap€rs, culminating in a front-
page regtrt in Rappott at the week-
end,  sugges l ing  tha t  lhe  " lnner
Circle" was run by former members
o f  the  CCB wi th  money they  had
filched from the govemmenl. Which
was why an indignant Verster invited
a handful of journal ists tojoin him
and lwo collcagues -- CCB finalcial
controller Jaco Black arid personnel
manager Wessel lluyser - around a
hradrtxrm table lhis week to listen to
their retrenchment Woes.

Verster said lhe "lnner Circle" -
which he insisted did not exist as an
organisation, hut had been dreamed
up by elentent.s in the government -
was an atlempl to smear a group of 23
menrben of the t)CB, led by himse lf,
who were taking the De Klerk admin-

ment. The "inner circle" and "ouler
c i rc le " ,  he  po in ted  ou t ,  were  the
names which had been used by the
CCB to describe their own manage-
ment stnrclure.

The former colonel said a decision
had been taken by lhe governnrent to
disown lhe CCB and blame it for the
more notorious political crimes car-
r ied oul by the security forces. " l
know about certain meetings, where
people came together from the
Defence Force and more than one
governmenl department, where they
decided - and I know the name of
the man who made the suggestion -
lo push the CCB in the front and let it
take the rap."

In an attempt to prove that all their
operations were authorised by the
chiefs of staff and the government,
the CCB members were lrying to
show that all spending had been offi-
c ia l l y  aud i ted  and approved.  The
auditor general had reported that
lhere were large sums unaccounted
for and documenls missing. Bul they
were able lo show all spending rvas in
fact accounled for and that they had
been specifically ordered lo destroy
the missing documents hy the com-
mander of Special Forces, General
Eddie Wehh.

They had been pressing for a hear-
ing  be fore  the  Par l iamentary
Committee on Public Accounls -
which was considering the defence
Budget this week - to prove their
point. But they were being blocked
by lhe government and were now
being subjected to a carhpaign to dis-

who had issued
were being prot '
they - lhe mem
were being lum;x
gory as lhe W
Strydom.
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