
Riot in Beira
One person d ied  when po l i ce
used f irearms to queÌÌ serious
d t s t u r b a n c e s  i n  B e i r a  o n  8
December. which arose when a
group of war-wounded citizens
tried to set free two of their col-
leaques who had been arrested
on charqes of lootÍrìg.

On two occasions in the pre-
vious week. the group of dÍsabled
citizens had stolen tinned meat
a n d  v e g e t a b l e  o i l  l r o m  a
w a r e h o u s e  b e i o n g i n g  t o  t h e
country's rei ief body, the Dis-
asters Control Off ice {ottcNì. Ac-
cording to the officiaì in charqe o[
the  warehouse.  Franc isco  da
Costa Pereira, when they first ar-
r ived, [he group, about 30 strong.

NIozamJrcluelüe Jarr , I99l

marched tn to  h ls  o f f l ce  and
demanded that he phone the
Frovinclal Governor. "to teìl htm
we've come to take what belongs
to  us" .

"I told them t dtdn't know the
goveÍnor's phone number", said
Mr Pereira. 'Then they wanted to
know where the sacks of cloütnq
were kept. and bdore I could
show them they went into the
w a r e h o u s e  a n d  t o o k  a l l  t h e
products they wanted".

In their two raÍds the dtsabled
protestors stole 197 boxes of
ttnned meat and 74 boxes of
vegetable oÍ1. These goods had
b e e n  i n t e n d e d  f o r  d t s p l a c e d
people in the northern provÍnces
of Tete and Niassa.

Af te r  the  second ra id .  the
provlncial government ordered
the police and military command
to take measures agalnst the
looters. poÍnttng out that dis-
abled peopÌe are not above the
law.

As a result two people believed
to have been organlsers of the
ioo t ing  weÍe  ar res ted  on  the
morning of 8 December. That
aftemoon. the rest of the group
protested against the arrests.

They marched on the Beirâ Clty
Police Command, in an attempt
to lnvade the cells and set free the
two detalnees. They beat up a
policeman on dulv. and damaged
a vehicle parked outside.

They then moved on to the
provinciaì poi ice headquarteB.
and the poiice clalmed that by
t h i s  t i m e  t h e y  h a d  a c q u i r e d
firearms. They entered the buüd-
ing and the police say they were
obÌiged to f ire into the air to dÍs-
perse them.

Ten of the demonstrators were
arrested. The others hiJacked a
truck belonging to the Mozam-
bican post ollice and forced its
driver to drive them away.

As the truck sped ofÍ, the police

shot out its tyres. bringing [t to a
standsti l l .  The pol ice sald that
one of the bul lets accidentaÌly
s t ruck  and k i l led  one o f  the
demonst ra to rs .  They  sa id  he
turned out to be a deserter lrom
the armed forces. who ioined the

dlsabled [ormer soldlers in thetr
protest "only to st lr  up trouble".

The pollce also attacked two
reporters on the Betra paper
Díaflo de Mqambí4ue. The two

Journallsts. Enoque Marcos and
Fortunato Vlcente. alerted by the
sound of gunftre. had hurried
over to the scene of the dtstur-
bance.

The police conftscated a roÌl of
film. thus making it impossible
[or Diario de Moçambíque to show
Its readers pictures of the inct-
dents .  They  a lso  damaged a
c â m e r a  a g d '  t o o k  a w a y  a
notebook and pen.

The two reporters were beaten
and kept ln poÌice custody for
several hours. Onìy when the
pro\,'inclal police commander or-
dered theÍr release were tìey set
free. Mr Marcos and Mr Vlcente
then made their own way to
hospital where their inJurles were
treated.

The police actlon against the
journaitsts constltuted a flagrant
violaüons of several articles of the
c o u n t r y ' s  n e w  c o n s t l t u t i o n ,
guarantee Íng  f reedom o f  the
press. and protectlng cit izens
agalnst tll-treatment by agents of
lhe state.

Towards the end of the month.
the police formally denied that
they had maltreated the jour-
naÌists. and cast doubt on tÌreir
story that they had sought medl-
cal asslstance at BeÍra Central
Hospital.

But in a sharp reply to the
poÌice ciaims, DíaríD de Mrcambí-
que published the note from the
doctor who treated Mr Vicente.

The doctor 's note mentions cuts
to Mr Vicente's head and a spl i t
l ip, signs that are certairúy con-
sistent with a beating.


