
The ghost ofBeira VJf1~1 
awaits the big boom f, 

Civil war has turried Beira into a ghost of its former seI!, 
seduced by the past, and haunled by lhe fUlure. 

By ANDREW NELDRUM 

CRANES hoisl Crales of coffee 0010 
one ship while comainers of Canadian 
food aid are IifIcd off anolhcr freiglllcr. 
Nearoy workcrs slrain under ~IC beal­
ing sun 10 lay a srurdy plaüonn ovcr lhe 
new concrele piles supponing lhe re­
buill Beira port. 
The massive cOllSlIuclion work, car­

ricd 011110 lhe highcsl enginccring SI.1ll­
dards. and lhe busy shipping aClivily 
makc Beira pai a hive of auivity which 
ConlIa:;IS sharply wilh lhe dcsullory, 
languid pace of life lhroughOlll1he resl 
of lhe tropical, lallCred cily. 

Fúu.:n y= of rcbcl war, yc:n witl.­
oUllhe pon's vital cconomic acLivilY, 
monlhs on end wilhoul cleclIicily and 
waler, have IUmcd lhe once prosper­
ous pon and Oamboyanl scasille reson 
inlO a g110SI of ilS formcr sclf, scduccd 
by ilS own memories anil haumcd by 
lhe staggcring amouru of work nccdcd 
10 bring lhe cily back 10 life. 
The suiking sighl of lhe rcd wintlrnill 

of lhe Moulin Rouge nighlclub is slill 
lhe fimlhing sccn by alllhose eme­
ring lhe port. The lrademark windmill 
uscd 10 bcckon sailors imo lhe Ihrcc-

slOrey elub for food, wine, music and 
an illlIoduction 10 Beira 's legendary la­
d~s of lhe nighl. Tutlay lhe rusling 
windmill LillS UllSlcadily, lhe ballroom 
reof has collapscd anil lhe plalc glass 
windows are long gOlle. Ye~ 50 indica­
tive of Beira's slTUggle 10 keep going, 
inlhe cavem of lhe Moulin Rouge Ihac 
isa bõisk business in grilling piri-piri 
chicken for take-aways. 
"Ilhink Beira rcachctl rock bollom in 

aooul 1984. There was nolhing 10 cal, 
nolhing in lhe markel, lhe elcclIicily 
was off, Ihere was no walcr for iive 
nmlhs. II was tcrrible," recaJlcd AnIO­
nio Gaspar, shaking his head. "We 
ccuk!n'1 gCl any soap 50 my wife uscd 
10 wash our clolhes wilh pawpaw 
Ic.wcs." 
Gaspar (73) has livctl in Beira since 

1939 anu can rcmembcr ilS peaks and 
lIoughs. "l 've sccn Ihis city dcvclop 
and I've experienccd ils dctcrioration. 
Now 1 wanllO sce ii come up again," 
said Gaspar, lhe commercial direclor 
oflhe Iarge AMl frcighl flIlTl. 
Beira's slOry bcgan in aboul 1899 

whcn Portuguese colonialislS leascd 

lhe lerrilory 10 u.e Brilish who devel­
opcd tllC pon as lhe bcSl OIlIlcIIO UIC sca 
for Rhodcsia. ln 1939lherc wcre Ihrcc 
wharves hanúl injl Rhutlesia's mineral 
exports and ali IIS imporlS. Mozam­
bique was exponing maize, grown in. 
lhe arca now calloú lhe Beira Corridor. 
"Therc WCTe 400 British hcre lhen and 

lhe cily was adsninistcroú undcr British 
law and we used British currency," 
said Gaspar. "Thal was reaJly lhe high 

colonial period. Ali lhe. Brilish wore 
while linen suils and pilh helmels 10 
protCC11hcm from lhe hcal. They boi" a 
1I0lley syslem and Africans would 
push a car carrying Ihrec or four pcople 
aJong lhe II'JCks ." 

Today even lhe hardesl billen ex­
Rhodcsians gel a romanlic, misly look 
whcn lhey taJk aboUI Beira 
"Leave here ai 6am. bc in Beira by 

noon. " said onc fonncr rugby pl<iycr. 
' ''Thcn ii was seaside cafes, cervtsas 
and prawns piri-piri. There was al­
ways somelhing going on." 

"Tllose werc U1C limes. Beira was 
booming," recalled Gaspar. "On holi­
days lhe IOwn would bc full of Rhode­
sians, drinking bccr. AI lhe bullfighlS 
Ihcy would iump imo lhe ring . ln 10wn 
Ihey would drink bccr and Ihen dive 
imo a central fountain . The police 
would chase Ihem around and we ali 
walchcd. ii was a spcclal.:le." 

Gaspar said Reira ' , fev.ercd high life 
continuctl righl up 10 1975 when Mo­
Z<lllIbique won ilS indcpcndcnce from 
Ponugal. Then Beira ', bubble bum. 
The Ponuguese ncd lhe counlry en 
masse and Samora Machel closcd ils 
Iiorúer wilh Rhodesia 10 enforce inlcr­
Ilalional s3nclions againsl Lhe Smilh re­
gime. Bcira's lourism dried up and 50 
dill mUêh of ilS yon trame. The decline 
began. 

·r 

By lhe 1980s lhe city's dcpressiOli in­
lensificd as a rpsu" of Rcnamo's war. 
Cafes c1()sed, shops were shullercd 
and Lhe pon lIaffie slowed down 10 a 
lrÍekle of iusl a fcw hundecd Ihousand 
lonS. Sabotage knockcd oul power, 
waler and bridges. Rcfugees from lhe 
rwaI arcas Ooodcd lhe cily. 

Wilh lhe suppon of Zimbabwean 
IIOOpS, lhe IIanspon rOUle from Zim­
babwe 10 lhe porl is relalivcly secure. 
Zimbabwe is moviog one-Ihird of ils 
lIaflie Ihrough Beira and io 1990 Bei­
ra's freighl was up 10 2,2-millionlons. 
By 1992 u.e ncw quays will be com, 
pleled and lhere are goals of 5-millioo 
lCnS of traffic per ycar. 

The elcclIicily supply is now secure 
and slowly Beira is Slirring back lO life. 
Sidewalk cafes and restaurams Ihal 
were shullercd IwO ycars ago are now 
back in busincss. 

"I Ihink Beira's future is brigh~" said 
Gaspar from his office ovcrlool<illg lhe 
porl. "The only Ihing hampering 
progress is lhe war. The pon is alrcady 
operaling well and eould bc rcally 
busy. Sofala, Manica and Zarnbezia 
""e rich provinccs and wC could bc IIlC 
urbau ccnlIC for alllhat . Even lourism 
could lake off again, if only lhere were 
peaçc. We have 10 1001< forwand 10 Ihm. 
If ~lere were pcacc, Beira COIlld boom 
again." 


