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Mozambique and Guine In f  onmat ion Centne was
es tab l i shed  i n  Augus t  1975  as  an  ongo ing  l i nk  and  sounce
o f  i n f  onma t i on  abou t  Mozamb ique  and  Gu inea -B i ssau ,
two  f  onmen  Pon tuguese  co lon ies  i n  A f  n i ca .

The  Cen tne  has  a  va luab le  co l l ec t i on  o f  documen ts ,
commun iques  and  j ounna l s  ne la t i ng  t o  t he  l i bena t i on  wa r ' s
as  we l l  as  ma ten ia i  on  cunnen t  deve lopmen ts .  A  w ide
nange  o f  pamph le t s  and  pos tens  ane  d i s tn i bu ted  by  t he
Cen tne ,  i nc l ud ing  t he  FREL IMC Eng l i sh - l anguage
magaz ine  ,  

'Mozan rb ique  Revo lu t i on ' r  .
The  Cen tne  a l so  nuns  a  necnu i tmen t  scheme  f  on

techn i ca l  pensonne l  ,  t eachens  and  doc tons  f  o r  Mozamb ique .
Fun then  de ta i l s  abou t  t h i s  scheme  ane  ava i l ab le  on  r -eques t .

I t  i s  hoped  tha t  t h i s  new  b i -mon th l y  sen ies  'Peop le f  s
Powen '  w i l i  be  a  use f  u l  sounce  o f  i n fonn ra t i on  and
ne f  enence ,canny ing  Eng l i sh  t r  ans la t i ons  o f  ma jon  speeches
and  po l i c y  s ta temen ts ,  an t i c l es  on  pan t i cu lan  t op i cs
comp i l ed  f  nom ma ten ia l  sen t  d i nec t  t o  t he  Cen tne  f  r - om
Mozamb ique  and  Gu inea -B i ssau ,  and ,  t o  a  l essen  ex ten t ,
news  i t ems  and  commen t .
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Subscn ibe  t o  PECPLETS POWER.  .

To Mozambique and Guine In f  onmat ion Centne,
12 L i t t te  Newpont  St reet ,  London WC2AH 7JJ:

I  enc lose  E2 .50  (A inma i l  e3 .OO)  f  on  an  annua l  sub
to Peopie 's  Powen,  youn b i -month ly  magazine.

MOZAMBIQUE REVOLUTION
Fnel imo quanten ly  engl ish- language magazine

The f  ins t  issue s ince Mozambiquers  Independence
is  now avai lab le :

P lease  send  me  the  i ndependence  i ssue  on l y .

I  enc lose 50 pence inc lud ing postage

I  wou ld  t i ke  t he  I ndependence  i ssue  and  a

s u b s c n i p t i o n  f  o n  o n e  y e a n .  I  e n c l o s e  € 2 . O O .

I  e n c l o s e  E 2 . 5 0  f  o n  a n  a i n m a i l  s u b s c n i p t i o n

P lease  send  a  l i s t  o f  youn  o the r ^  pub l i ca t i ons

N A M E .

ADDRESS
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Guineo- Bissou : on the ground
Agriculturol problems in four regions

The economy of  Guinea-Bissau is  a lmost  ent ine ly  agnicu l tuna l  .

I t  was sevenely  d isnupted by the l ibenat ion wan pneceding independence,

pant ly  as a  nesul t  o f  the f ight ing,  pant ly  o f  neg lect  by  the Pontuguese

and emignat ion.  One of  the mai .n  a ims of  the govennment  s ince

independence has been to nestone agnicultunal pnoduction to i ts pre-

wan leve l ,  and then to  expand i t ,  whi le  sh i f  t ing i ts  ent ine bas is  f  nom

ind iv idua l  to  co l lec t ive pnoduct ion.  Col lec t iv izat ion a ims to  make

the most  e f  f  ic ient  use of  scance nesounces of  machinery ,  technica l

expent ise and laboun,  but  mone than th is ,  vo luntany co l lec t ive

pant ic ipat ion in  a t t  s ta te  act iv i t ies  is  centna l  to  the govennment 's

concept ion o f  the po l i t ica l  deve lopment  o f  the soc ie ty .

The in tent ion is  to  incnease pnoduct ion to  enable  Guinea-Bissau

to become se l f  -suf  f  ic ient  in  essent ia l  foods,  so that  fone ign exchange

need not  be spent  on food and seed imponts ,  and to  impnove l iv ing

standands in  the countnY.
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Guinea-Bissau is  a  f  ent i le  countny,  capable  o f  gr -owing a wide
nange of  cnops and suppont ing a  lange l ivestock popula t ion.  There
ane,  hovreven,  a  numben of  obstac les to  i ts  development .  These

i .nc lude a shontage of  technica l  expent ise,  o f  essent ia l  machines such

as tnactons to  incnease laboun pnoduct iv i ty ,  and a shontage of  lab,oun

in  some aneas.  The pnoblems ane compounded by poon coFhFrrUFr icat ions
due to  bad noads,  lack o f  veh ic les  and petno l ,  and somet imes
unfavounable weathen -  a l l  o f  which nestn ic t  the mobi l i ty  o f  ava i lab le

nesounces .  F ina l t y ,  t hene  ane  t he  pnob lems  o f  mo t i va t i ng  ne t i cen t
peasan t  f anmens  w i t h  t he in  deep  susp i c i on  o f  o f f i c i a i s  o f  any  k i nd ,

inheni ted fnom the co lon ia l  pen iod,  and the in  unwi l l ingness to  g ive up
tnadi t iona l ,  ind iv idua l  methods of  pnoduct ion in  f  avoun of  co l lec t lve
fanm ing  .

The f  o l lowing is  a  sunvey of  how these pr -ob lems ane be ing tack led

in  d i f  f  enen t  neg ions  o f  Gu inea -B i ssau .  I t  i s  based  on  an t i c l es  f  nom
the  Gu inea -B i ssau  newspapen  No  P in t cha ,  Oc toben  and  Novemben  1975 .

So fan co l lec t iv izat ion has not  advanced s ign i f  icant ly .  The govennment

does  no t  w i sh  t o  f once  i t  on  t he  f anmens .  I t  i n t ends ,  r a the r ,  t o  pensuade

them of  i ts  advantages thnough the act iv i t ies  o f  neg ional  agn icu l tuna l

t eams ,  wonk ing  unden  cen t r ' a l  govennmen t  d i nec t i on .  The in  f unc t i on

is  to  expeniment  wi th  new cnops and methods to  he lp  fanmens undenstand

the in  advan tages .

Most  o f  the countny is  f  anmed e i then in  sr r ,a l l  independent  un i ts ,  on
in  la- (1on f .anr ; '15 abandOned by the POntuguese,  which have nOw been
taken  oven  by  t he  S ta te ,  and  ane  be ing  opena ted  as  expen imen ta l  cen tnes .
These ane wonked pant ly  wi th  pa id  laboun,  pant ly  wi th  the vo luntany
pant - t ime laboun of  peasant  f  armens,  to  enable  the expenimenta l  f  anms
t o  n u n  a t  m i n i m u m  c o s t .

Bofoto
So fan thene is  onty  one fanm co-oper ' - r t ive ,  and that  is  a t  a  veny

eanly  s tage of  deve lopment .  Th is  is  a t  Madina Bonco,  twenty  k i lometnes
sou th  o f  Ba fa ta ,  nean  Fa  Mad inga .  A  memben  o f  t he  neg iona l  agn i cu l t una i
senv ice exp la ins how i t  was estabt ished in  i ts  pnesent  f  onm in  Januany
1  9 7 5 :

" I  annanged  mee t rngs  i n  t he  v i l l ages ,  each  i n  t unn ,  t o  l aunch
the idea that  we should  cu l t iva te  a  communal  p lo t .  I  exp la ined
to them what  a  co-openat ive is .  A l is t  o f  those in tenested
was dnawn up.  Soon thene wene some who saw the advantages
of  a  co-openat ive,  and some knew about  ones in  Senegal  whene
many people  had f  ted duning the wan.  Laten many othens came
in  when  pos i t i ve  nesu l t s  cou ld  be  seen .

Now oun  membensh ip  cons i s t s  o f  256  women  and  383  men .
The co-openat ive inc ludes the v i l lages of  B ig ine,  l *4adinar ,  Sane

Ieno ,  Mama Cona ,  S inha  Son i ,  Fu lan ransa ,  Cana -Ba t i ,  ) ansa lame ,
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Cuno,  Bnica Ma,  Cauno,  Tabato,  Anambe,  Canjana,  Sama-Damba,

Nhantano,  S in tcha Mo1o,  Sucuta,  Wadje-Mandinga and Yana.

Madina is the centne and the vi l lages are annanged in six sectons

wi th  loca l  people  nespons ib le  in  each.  Each v i l lage has i ts
nepnesentat ive in  the secton?s admin is tnat ion.

Cnganisat ion is  based on communal  p lo ts .  Each memben

neta ins as h is  own the f ie tds he p loughed befone the co-openat ive
was f  onmed.  He p loughs these a lone and keeps the hanvest  f  on
h i .s  own fami ty .  The land which was not  p loughed bef  one has
been convented in to  communal  p lo ts  and the membens wonk on
these two days a week.  A l t  the membens made a contntbut ion to
the in i t ia l  expenses,  2OO escudos fnom the men and 1OO escudos
f  nom the women.  Th is  money has been added to  the proceeds
f  nom the communal  p lo ts  a f  ten the r ice and gnoundnut  hanvest
t o  f onm a  f und  t o  buy  t nac tons ,  hanness  f on  an ima ls  and  seed .

As the onganisat ion o f  the co- -openat ive ga ins s tnength,  so
expectat ions n ise about  the benef  i ts  and changes i t  can bn ing in
the peasantsr  l ives.  Thus we est imate that  th is  yeants  pnoduct ion

wi l l  coven ha l f  the cost  o f  a  tnactor  which wi t l  be used on the
communal  p lo ts  and wi l l  a lso he lp  p tough membensr  ind iv idua l
p l o t s  . ' r

At  least  th i r ty -seven hectanes is  now onganized in  communal  p lo ts .
- [ -he 

anea could  be incneased i f  mone machineny wene ava i lab le .  At

pnesent  the membens have the use of  s ix  oxen,  p lus two othens lent

by Chinese adv isons wonking neanby at  the countny 's  lead ing expenimenta,

s ta t ion a t  Fa Madinga.  Thene ane a lso some mules,  and two honses.

The leadens of  the co-ooenat ives ane pant icu lan lV anx ious to  incnease

l i ves tock  pnoduc t i on .

However ' ,  no-one yet  fee ls  conf ident  that  the ventune is  f  i . r -mty

estab l ished.  The loca l  o f  f  i .c ia ls  f  ee l  that  they need mone open suppont

f  nom the govennment ,  and mone technica l  adv ice,  a l though they do

neceive some hetp f  nom the Chinese at  Fa Madinga.

Fon the co-openat ive to  incnease y ie lds s ign i f icant ly  membens wi l l

have to  become mone wi t t ing than at  pnesent  to  g ive the in  t ime to

co i lec t ive nathen than ind iv idua l  laboun.  I t  seems un l ike ly  that  th is

wi . l l  occun unt i l  they have neal  pnoof  that  they wi i l  benef  i t  maten ia l ly .

Hopefu l ty  th is  wi l l  be demonstnated when the s ix  new tnading depots

p ianned fon the negton ane opened,  whtch wi t l  d ispose of  pnoduce

mone ef  f  ic ient iy  than the tnadi t iona l  methods of  manket ing,  and wi th

the bu i ld ing o f  a  lange new poui tny  house which smal l  fanmens could

no t  pnov ide  f  on  Lhemse l ves .
Baf  a ta  is  a  par t icu lan ly  impontant  agnicu l tuna l  neg ion and is  whene

most  resounces ane be i .ng concentnated to  incnease pnoduct i .on.  I t

conta ins some of  the langest  fanms in  the count ry ,  and the most
advanced expenimentat ion is  tak ing p lace thene.  The loca l
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agnicu l tuna l  senv ice cons is ts  o f  thnee tna ined fanm managens,  two

agnicu l tuna l  expents ,  thnee ins tnuctons,  thnee fonemen and one

hundned and twenty labounens. When thene is betten tnanspont they

wi l l  be d ispensed thnough eveny pant  o f  the negion,  and the in  numbens,

hopef  u l ly ,  incneased.  At  pnesent  they concer i tnate  on encounaging

incneased pnoduction of nice, and the i .ntnoduction of potatoes and

onions (a t  pnesent  imponted) ,  seed-cnops and p ine-apples,  though

senious f lood ing of  the n iven Geba las t  yean set  back many of  these

plans.  Now much thought  is  be ing g iven to  pnotect ion against  such

hazands,  in  pant icu lan to  expeniment ing wi th  ta l len and mone waten-

nes is tent  spec ies.  Despi te  these d i f  f  icu l t ies ,  pnev ious ly  abandoned

fanms ane be ing bnought  back in to  cu l t iva t ion,  and ane be ing newly

inn igated to  gnow maize,  ned and whi te  beans,  cashew nuts ,  pota toes

and a van ie ty  o f  cnops gnown f  on seed nathen then f  ood consumpt ion.

The gnowth of  seed crops is  espec ia t ty  impontant  i f  f  u tune y ie lds ane

to be incneased,  but  again  expans ion of  the anea unden cu l t iva t ion is

I imi ted by shontage of  tnanspont .
The k inds of  technica l  suppont  g iven by the of  f  ic ia l  senv ices loca l ly ,

suppor ted by govennment  o f  f  ic ia ls  in  B issau,  inc lude adv ice to  loca l

fanmens on any pnoblem,  such as that  o f  the fanmens of  Madina Bonco

whose maize was at tacked by insects  las t  yean.  Th is  yean thene seem

to be f  ewen pests  and cnop in f  ec t ions.

Local ly  gnown seed is  be ing d is tn ibuted to  loca l  fanmens togethen

w i th  r i ce  seed  f  nom B i ssau .  Each  sma l l  f  anmen  i s  g i ven  a  cen ta in

amoun t  o f  seed ,  wh i ch  he  mus t  ne tunn  w i t h  a  f i ve  pencen t  i ncnease .

O io
Pnogness in  agni .cu l tune has been gneatest  in  the negions l ibenated

at  eanl ien s tages of  the wan.  Regions such as Oio which nemained

longes t  unden  co lon ia l  nu le  su f f ened  a  l ong  pen iod  o f  neg tec t  and

devastat ion due to  the f  ight ing,  inc lud ing def  o l ia t ion by the co lon ia l

anmy to  pnotect  the in  tnoops f  nom guenni l la  a t tacks.  In  such aneas

tnees  ane  be ing  nep lan ted .
Oio is  one of  the n ichest  n ice-gnowing aneas of  Guinea-Bissau.

In  the nonth ,  maize and seed-cnops pnedominate.  The main pnoblem

fac ing the agnicu l tuna l  senv ices o f  the negion ts  that  the fanms ane

widety  scat tened and d i f  f  icu l t  to  neach,  espec i .a l ty  s ince they possess

only  a  s ingte veh ic le  f  on a l l  punposes.  They ane a lso shont  o f  technica l

expents ,  and have no machineny.  Thein  team cons i .s ts  o f  one expenienced

man,  tna ined in  Senegal ,  one mechanic  who does othen jobs s ince thene

ane no machines,  and twenty-one labounens .
Despi te  these l imi ted resounces and cons idenable  d i f  f  icu l t ies  in

winn ing the conf  idence of  fanmens,  the enthus iasm of  the agnicu l tuna l

senv ice is  notab le .  They have ach ieved impness ive nesul ts ,  as  wi th

s ix  hectanes of  land in  Mansaba nec la imed by hand f  nom the bush and

ptanted wi th  seed-cnops .  Tnactons would gneat ly  speed up such wonk.
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The State  has taken oven a numben of  fanms in  the negion which
were  abandoned  by  t he  co lon ia l i s t s .  They  ane  expen imen t i ng  w i t h
methods of  incneas ing pnoduct ion o f  ex is t ing cnops such as hanicot
beans and bananas,  and in tnoduc ing new cnops such as lemons,  peppens

onanges and mangoes,  and var ious types of  vegetab le .  A majon pnoble

i in  the anea is  the shontage of  waten,  and much t ime has to  be spent
s i nk ing  we l l s ,  deepen ing  ex i s t i ng  o r , es  and  cnea t i ng  nesenvo ins .

Thnoughout  Guinea-Bissau the govennment  is  encounaging s tock-
nean ing  i n  comb ina t i on  w i t h  anab le  f anm ing ,  f on  t he  bene f i t  o f  bo th .
Thene  ane  ho rses  and  pou l t ny  and  ca t t l e  ane  be ing  neaned  f  on  m i l k ,
meat  and bneeding.  Canef  u l  bneeding is  potent ia l ly  h ighty  pnoduct ive

in  a  countny whene thousands of  head of  s tock ane bonn annual ly  wi th
v in tua l l y  no  a t t en t i on  f  nom the in  ownens .

Gobu
Mixed fanming of  th is  k ind is  be ing encour 'aged most  enenget ica l ty

in  the negion best  su i ted f  on i t ,  Gabu.  The loca l  adv isen in  the
agnicu l tuna l  senv ice descnibes the pnoblems of  fannr ing an anea of
s ix teen hectanes wi th  on ly  ten men:

' rWe have a gneat  shontage of  seeds,  and at  t imes werve had
to buy them f  nom the people .  At  pnesent  thene ane e ighty
peop le  wonk ing  f on  t he  ag r i cu l t una l  senv i ces ; .  .  . t hene  i s  onc
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agnlcul. tunal assistant, two sub-assistants, one fonesten and

one  f  oneman .
We have the fol lowing technical implements: two tnactons,

two p loughs,  thnee hannows,  one seed-sowing machine (an imal -

dn i ven )  and  t en  spn ink lens .
At pnesent we ane wonking on the cult i .vat ion of nice, seed-

cnops and maize,  the pnoduct ion o f  which has been increased.
We ane a lso gnowing f  nu i t  and vegetab les -  p ineapples,  cashews,
onanges,  rnangoes,  and cof  f  ee,  as  wel l  as  incneas ing the
numbens of  l i vestock.

We ane thinking of intnoducing sugan-cane, and gnowing two
hectanes of  ch i l l ies .  A lneady thene is  one hectane of  p ineapples,

a  thousand banana tnees and some vegetab les.

In  P inha thene is  a  fanm of  e ight  hectanes,  but  i t  is  not
be ing f  anmed .  We want  to  send ten men thene to  wonk i t .  AIso

the people  thene have asked us f  on seeds.  As f  an as ass is tance
to the people  is  concenned,  W€ have g i rzen them fent i i i sen,  but
on ly  those pnact is ing more in tens ive agnicu l tune have asked

fon  oun  he lp .
We ane a lso co-openat ing wi th  the people  in  cu l t iva t ion.  We

have d is tn ibuted s ix teen tons of  n ice seeds.  In  my op in ion the
people  wi l l  nespond to  oun nequests  i f  we make machines and
seeds ava i lab le .  in  f  u tune we in tend to  take advantage of  the
gather ings in  the manket -p lace to  mobi l ise  people  and pensuade

them of  the va lue of  the new methods .  "

Hene,  as e lsewhene,  o f  f  ic ia ls  face the pnoblems of  r 'emote fanms
poon communicat ions,  lack o f  enthus iasm among the peasants  fon new
methods of  pnoduct ion and r  e luc tance to  ask for  adv ice.  In  Gabu,  the
people  ane the least  w i t l ing to  g ive the in  vo luntany laboun on the State
f  anms.  In  such c incumstances i t  is  d i f  f  icu l t  f  on o f  f  i .c ia ts  to  susta in
the in  enthus iasm.  Howeven,  thene ane s igns that  a t t i tudes ane
gnadual ly  changing,  as the peasants  leann the advantages of  the new
stna ins o f  n ice and new f  ent i l i sens they ar -e  g iven.  Youth o f  the
anea who were pnev ious ly  fa in ly  unco-openat ive have necent ly
onganized a day of  vo luntany wonk to  hanvest  n ice f  nom a s ix teen-
acne extens ion of  the s ta te  f  anm.

Bissou
The las t  neg ion of  Guinea-Bissau to  be sunveyed,  the is land of

B issau,  is  an exce l lent  agn icu l tuna l  reg ion,  pant icu lan ly  fon gnowing
nice,  but  i t  suf fened gneat  neglect  when the Pontuguese abandoned
i t  a f  ten the wan.  One of  the abandoned fanms is  now the langest
State  f  anm in  the countny,  covening 17OO hectanes and employ ing
a hundned and foun wonkens.  I t  is  s i tuated at  Pnabis ,  n tne k i lornetnes
f  nom the capi ta l ,  B issau .  The f  anm is  the same s ize as in  co lon ia l
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t imes,  but  i t  has gneat ty  i ,ncneased y ie lds o f  n ice,  pawpaw,  bananas,
lemons,  cucumbens and waten-melons.  Expeniments  ane be ing made
with new stnains of nice seed, beans and pawpdw, but two thousand
plants ane in stonage await ing tnansplantat ion which has been held up
because of  shontage of  machineny.  The main d i f  f  icu l ty  the farm
faces ts the constant encnoachment of the bush - with only f  oun
tnactons,  they lack the necessany equipment  to  keep i t  a t  bay.  The
fanm does,  howeven,  have a smal l  machine fon making f  ent i l i sen.

The f  anm is  a lso shont  o f  laboun.  Th is  is  pant ly  due to  i ts
nemoteness,  but  a lso to  the hazands of  wonk ing thene.  The acc ident
nate f  nom snake-b i tes  is  h igh,  f  in  example.  The s ick  on i .n juned
have at  pnesent  to  be taken to  B issau on Comina,  but  two worker-s
ane be ing tna ined as nunses so that  they can g ive medica l  a t tent ion
on the f  anm.  Hous ing is  be ing bu i i t  a t  the f  anm f  on the wonkens to
neduce  t he in  t nave l l i ng  t ime .

One of  the b iggest  pneoccupat ions of  the loca l  o f  f  ic ia ls  ts  wi th
incneas ing the anea unden cu l t i .va t ion.  One of  the adv isens i l lus tnated
the sca le  o f  the pnoblems:

"Recent ly  we cu l t iva ted seven and a ha l f  hectanes mone of
l emon  tnees ,  and  we tne  p lann ing  t o  i ncnease  pnoduc t i on  o f
bananas and pawpaws,  but  a t  the moment  i t rs  imposs ib ie
because  o f  t he  shon tage  o f  l aboun .  The  f  i ve  hec tanes  o f
whi te  Congo maize that  wene p lanted gave a bad y ie td
because of  the na in  .  "

Yet  on one fanrn nean Pnabis ,  pnev ious ly  owned by a  PIDE agent ,  the

anea under'  cult ivat ion and pnoductivi . t5z i-rave been dnamatical ly

i ncneased .  When  taken  oven ,  i t  compn ised  seven  hec tancs .  Now i t

is  wonked by f  onty- f  oun people  wi th  a  f  oneman and an i .ns tnucton.

I t  has gnown to  mone than fonty  hectanes unden cu l t iva t ion,  and

thene  ane  p lans  t o  expand  i t  s t i l l  mone .  Th i s  has  been  ach ieved

wi th  t rad i t iona l  methods of  agn icu l tune.  Fnom one hectane of  bananas

f  nu i t  has  been  co l l ec ted  t hnoughou t  t he  yean  and  sen t  t o  manke t .
Four  hectanes of  sugan cane have been p lanted,  and four  hundned
metnes  o f  l emon  tnees .  Vege tab les  have  been  gnown  f  on  t he  manke t ;
260,OOO pineapple  tnees have been p lanted and f ive hectanes of  beans

,  and  a  l ange  amoun t  o f  ma i ze .  A  f i e td  o f  n i ce  has  been  p lan ted  t o
and  a  l ange  amoun t  o f  ma i ze .  A  f i e l d  o f  n i ce  has  been  p lan ted  t o

expen imen t  w i . t h  new  van ie t i es .  Abou t  f  oun  hec tanes  o f  seed  cnops
have  been  pnoduced .  Co f fee  i s  a l so  be ing  i n tnoduced ;  a t  pnesen t

i t  i s  i n  t he  nunseny  beds .  To ta l  pnoduc t i on  i s  be ing  i ncneased ,  and
new s tna ins  i n tnoduced .

Faced  w i t h  t he  mos t  pno f  ound  d i f  f  i cu l t i es ,  Gu inea -B i ssau  i s
c l ean l y  on l y  a t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t ack l i ng  t he  pnob lems  o f  agn i cu l t una l
deve lopmen t ,  bu t  i t  i s  a  good  beg inn ing .
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FPLM Mozombique peopte's Liberotion Forces

December revolt foils
Rebel  e lements  o f  the People fs  Fonces fon the L ibenat ion o f
Mozambique (FPLM) s taged an abont ive coup in  lMaputo on Decemben
17 th  and  1B th ,  1975 .  The  upn i s i ng  i nvo l ved  on l y  abou t  f oun  hundned
sold iens f  nom a s ing le  gannison at  Machava.  By the eanly  houns of
1B Decemben most  o f  the nebels  had been ovencome,  and by the next
day things wene back to nor-mal .

About  midday on the 17th,  the neact ionany f  onces occupied
stnateg ic  pos i t ions in  Maputo;  they manched towands the c i ty  centne
in  onden to  occupy p laces l ike  the Genenal  Headquantens of  FPLM,
the FRELIMO Headquantens,  Mavalane a inpont  and Radio Mozambique.
Thein  advance was checked by loya l  so ld iens,  po l ice and c iv i l ians.
Whi le  netneat ing towands Machava,  the nebels  wene sunnounded,
d i sanmed  and  annes ted .  Some  escaped  and  f  i ned  sevena l  t imes  a t
the headquantens of  FPLM, Radio Mozambique and the o i l  nef  ineny,
bef  one be ing captuned.  Othens at tempted to  escape annest  by changing
in to  c iv i l ian c lo thes and h id ing in  houses,  but  the in  pnesence was
neponted by the loca l  people .  The nebel l ion was oven in  a  day.

12



The neasons fon the abontive coup wene outl ined by Pnesident
Samona Machel in a communique bnoadcast oven Mozambique nadio
on 20 Decemben:  '?The cn imina l  ac t ion cannied out  in  Lounenco
Mangues (now Maputo) between 17th and 18th consti tutes a neaction
to  t he  j us t  measunes  adop ted  by  t he  FPLM mee t i ng  ( f nom 1O-13  Dec . ) .
Realising that the punge of the nanks of the FPLM was going to
depnive i t  o f  gnound su i tab le  fon i ts  manoeuvnes,  impenia l ism
mobil ised i ts long-standing agents who had nemained camouflaged
among us and thnough them incited connupt and conf used elements to
violence, leading them to bel ieve that they would succeed in pneventing
the implementation of the measunes adopted and be able to continue
the degnadtng k ind of  l i f  e  to  which they had necent ly  taken.  "

Attempts to subvert the ormy
The ob ject  o f  the FPLM meet ing in  Decemben was to  analyse enemy

act iv i t ies  in  i ts  van ious fonms s ince independence.  Af ten the meet ing,
a t tended by oven 35O FRELIMO cadnes and 5rOOO sold iens,  the mi l i tany
command issued a communique s ta t ing that  necent  a t tempts  to  subvent
the anmed f  onces nepnesented the despenate e f  fonts  o f  the boungeois ie
to nestone thein powen and guanantee the intenests of capital ism and
impen ia l i sm .  The  FPLM had  become  the  ch ie f  t ange t  f  on  subvens i . on
because the enemy was awane that the anmed wing of the panty and the
wonking c lass const i tu ted a majon obstac le  to  i ts  goals .  The FPLM is
dnawn f  nom the wonking c lass;  i t  has i ts  noots  in  the masses.  I t  is
engaged in  an ideo log i .ca l  s tnuggle  in  def  ence of  the wonk ing c lass and
nat iona l  soveneignty ;  in  the pnepanat ion o f  nevo lu t ionany cadnes;  in
nat iona l  neconstnuct ion,  suppont  f  on the communal  v i l lages and
development  o f  pnoduct ion;  and f  ina l ly ,  in  bu i ld ing up a wel l -onganised
negulan fonce which wi l l  not  on ly  def  end Mozambiquets  nevolu t ion but
wi l l  enable  Mozambique to  act  as  a  base f  on o then l ibenat ion s tnuggles.

The FPLM has a lso been act ive in  the f  ight  aga inst  connupt i .on,  which
pnov ides f  ent i le  gnound f  on enemy act iv i t ies .  The People f  s  Fonces
have he lped to  s tnengthen the wonken-peasant  a l l iance by mobi t is ing a l l
sectons of  soc ie ty  to  pant ic ipate  in  manual  wonk,  which destnoys
div is ions cneated by cap i ta l ism between manual  wonkens and in te l lec tua ls ,
nunal  and c i t5z  wonkens "  The communique conc luded that  the c lass
natune of  the t rPLM and i ts  subsequent  act ions in  def  ence of  the

nevolut ion account f  on the enemy f ocussing i ts attentton on attempts

to  subven t  t he  Peop le t s  Fonces .
Recent ly  enemy act ion has devetoped in  two phases.  Up to  las t

Octoben thene were at tempts  to  cneate d iv is ions ard contnadic t ions

between the FPLM, FRELIMO and the State .  People  who had fought

against  t rRELIMO fonces in  the co lon ia l  wan suddenty  tn ied to  pnesent

themselves as def  endens of  the so ld ienst  in tenests ,  te l l ing them they

should  be pa id ,  that  they should  have mone comfontab le  l iv ing condi . t ions
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and so on. These ef f  onts to tunn the Peoplef s Fonces against the
Panty  and the State  f  a i led.

In the second phase of i ts neactionany manoeuvnes, the enemy tnied
to cneate divisions in the nanks of the FPLM, and between the FPLM
and the people ,  by  exp io i t ing ambi t ion,  tn iba l ism,  negi .ona l ism,  nac ism
and ne l ig ious conf  l ic ts .  In f  i l tnatons pnomoted ant i r ruh i te  nac ism and
pnovoked acts of violence to spnead f ean among the white populat ion.

The neactionanies also tnied to exploit  divisions between old and new
f  ightens,  between the FPLM and the wonking c lass.  Ef  fonts  to  cneate
a c l imate o f  conf  us ion,  ind isc ip l ine,  ananchy and v io lence,  which
spnead insecuni ty  among the people ,  wene in tended to  jus t i fy  the
nestonat ion o f  boungeois  powen.

To ach ieve these ends,  tb  enemy in f  i l tnated the People 's  Fonces.
Fonrnen membens of  PIDE,  F lechas and Comandos ( the most  neact ionany
colon ia l  f  onces)  in f  i i tnated the nanks of  the FPLM af  ten the ceasef  ine
and encounaged bandi tny ,  connupt ion and v io lence against  the people .

These enemy agents  commit ted cn imes and atnoc i t ies .  Cf  ten cn imina l
act ions a t tn ibuted to  the FPLM wene cannied out  by people  weaning
sto len un i f  onms.  The meet ing nesolved to  in tens i fy  e f  f  onts  to  unmask
those e lements  wi th in  the FPLM who had escaped eanl ien punges,  and
to expel  a l l  those who ane beyond nefonm.

The communique s ta ted that  anothen facton contn ibut ing to  connupt ion
in  the Peoplers  Fonces was contact  between FPLM and the co lon ia l  anmy
duning the tnans i t iona l  pen iod bef  one i .ndependence.  Less awane membens
of  the FPLM wene contaminated by ideas spnead by the co lon ia l  tnoops;
fon ins tance,  that  dnunkenness,  pnost i tu t ion and othen v ices wene an
in tegnal  pant  o f  a  so ld ienrs  l i fe ,  and that  he should  eann enough money
to pay fon these v ices;  and the idea that  in  onden to  impose h is  authoni ty
a so ld ien must  be annogant  and v io lent  towands the people .  Some so ld iens,
unden the in f luence of  the boungeois ie ,  cons idened luxuny and depnaved
l iv ing to  be n ights  won by the i r .  pant ic ipat ion in  the s tnuggle .

The  mee t i ng  exam ined  van ious  dev ia t i ons  f  nom FREL iMC 's  l i ne .
Thene  wene  numenous  cases  o f  membens  o f  t he  Peoo le t s  Fonces
impnisoning c i t i .zens,  somet imes wi th  no neason except  to  sat is fy  some
pensonal  vendet ta  on se l f  ish  in terest .  Of  ten the FPLM d id  not  hand
oven deta inees immediate ly  to  the competent  authoni t ies .  Fnemy
inf  i l tnat ion is  c lean ly  dernonstnated,  says the communique,  by
inc idences of  mal tneatment  o f  deta inees by membens of  the F:pLM,
bneak ing wi th  FRELIMO tnadi t ion wheneby even co lon ia l  pn isonens-of  -

wan wene not  mal tneated.  The meet ing ins tnucted a l l  commandens to
expla in  to  the in  un i ts  that  they ane not  authonised to  impnison anyone
wi thout  d inect  ins tnuct ions f  nom the in  commanden,  except  whene a
c r im ina l  i s  caugh t  i n  t he  ac t  i n  cases  o f  munden ,  t he f t  and  sabo tage .
The  FPLM shou ld  immed ia te l y  hand  the  annes ted  penson  oven  t o  t he
p o l i c e .
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Seminor qpproves new rules
It was decided to launch a campaign to explain to soldiens thein

dut ies  as c i t izens,  the most  impontant  be ing to  undenstand and nespect
the stnuctunes of the Panty and the State, which ane the expnession
of  peoplers  democnacy.  No so ld ien may g ive ondens to  Pant5r  on State
o f  f  i c i a l s .

Recognis ing that  when po l i t ica t  wonk is  ne laxed thene is  an incnease
in  in f  i l tnat ion and connupt ion,  the meet ing dec ided that  eveny un i t  must
devote a  min imum of  twelve houns a week to  s tudy ing FRELIMo's
po l i t i ca t  l i . ne  and  t o  i nd i v i dua l  and  co l l ec t i ve  c r i t i c i sm  and  se l f  - cn i t i c i sm .

Thene should  a lso be a campaign against  i l l i tenacy,  wi th  a  min imum
of  one on two houns a day be ing devoted to  l i te rany and sc ient i f ic  s tudy.
Thene should  a lso be seminans to  exp la in  the ne la t ion between the
FPLM, the Pant5z and the s ta te .  In  eveny company thene shouid  be
a Panty  Commit tee.  Funthenmone,  two on thnee houns a day should
be spent  on pnoduct ion as pant  o f  the countnyrs  neconstnuct ion e f font .

To pnevent  f  unthen abuses by membens of  the FPLM, the fo l lowing
in ten im nu les wene in tnoduced:

no a lcohol  to  be consumed in  un i f  onm;
so ld i ens  who  ge t  dnunk  i n  un i f onm w i l l  be  expe l t ed  f nom the  FpLM
and sent  back to  the v i l lage of  the i ;^  on ig in  and p laced in  change of
t he  l oca l  ' gnupo  d inam izadon r  .
a l l  anms must  be in  the anmounv of  the bannacks exceot  when a
so ld ien is  on duty ;
any  t hnea t  on  aggness ion  by  a  so ld i en  us ing  anms  on  f once  w i t l  t ead
to expuls ion f  nom the FPLM;
a l l  so ld i ens  mus t  canny  i den t i f  i ca t i on .

The communique ended by ca i l ing on the masses to  connect  and
cn i t i c i se  membens  o f  t he  FPLM wheneven  they  dev ia te  f  nom the
po l i t i ca l  l i ne :  ' rThe  peop le  mus t  suppon t  us  i n  pung ing  oun  nanks  and
con t i nua l l y  r a i s i ng  oun  sense  o f  v i g i l ance .  The  FPLM i s  ca l l ed  upon
to p lay the no le  o f  a  f ight ing vanguand unden the d inect ion o f  the Pant5z.
Fon th is ,  We must  canny out  the task o f  anming ounselves ideo log ica l ly ,
ne in fonc ing  oun  d i sc i p l i ne ,  pung ing  oun  nanks  and  conso l i da t i ng  oun  c l ass
c lass un i \2 .  We nesolu te ly  ne ject  enemy in f  i l tnat ion.  The s tnuggle
con t i nues  . ' l
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'V\b must defend our country
under ottock ond support the
just couse of the Timbobwe
people'

The f  o l towing speech was de l ivened on 3 Manch 1976 by Pnes ident
Samona  Mache l ,  i n  t he  pnesence  o f  t he  Counc i l  o f  M in i s tens ,  and
leadens  o f  t he  Pan ty ,  t he  S ta te  and  t he  FPLM (Peop les '  L i bena t i on
Fonces  o f  Mozamb ique ) .

Comnade  membens  o f  t he  Cen tna l  Co rnm i t t ee :  membens  o f  t he
Execut ive Commit tee;
Comnade  membens  o f  t he  Counc i l  o f  M in i s tens ;

Comnade of  f  icens of  the Panty ,  Sta te  and anrned f  orces;
Exce l l enc ies ,  Ambassadons  and  Change  d 'A f  f a i nes  i n  t he  Peop les '
Repub l i c  o f  Mozamb ique ;
Members  o f  t he  na t i ona l  and  f one ign  pness ;
Compa tn io t s :

In  the name of  the Centna l  Commit tee of  FRELIMC and of  the
Counc i l  o f  M tn i s tens  o f  t he  Peop les 'Repub l i c  o f  Mozamb ique ,  I  am
hene to  in fonm you that  Mozambican men and women,  o ld  peopte and
ch i . l dnen ,  ane  be ing  k i l l ed ,  oun  peop le  ane  be ing  massacned ,  t he
PRM i s  be ing  assau l t ed .

The  cn im i .na l  and  i nnespons ib l e  neg ime  o f  I an  Smi th  has  un leashed
a  wan  o f  aggness ion  aga ins t  t he  P .R .  Mozamo ique .  Less  t han
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eighteen months a f  ten the s ign ing of  the Peace agneement  wi th

Pontugal ,  the Mozambican people  ane again  f  onced to  f  ace the
despenate acts  o f  aggness ion of  a  co lon ia l - fasc is t .

Af  ten a  long senies o f  anmed pnovocat ions against  the PRM,
on the n ight  o f  the 23/24 Febnuany,  the fonces of  Ian Smi th?s nac is t
negime launched a lange-sca le  a t tack against  oun nat iona l  tenn i tony,

concentnated on the v i l lages of  Paf  un i  and Mavue.  The at tack began
at  21OO houns ( loca i )  on the 23nd and las ted thnough the day of  the 24th.

On the 24th bombi .ng na ids took p lace.  Jets ,  bombens,  he l icopters ,

ant i l leny and in f  antny took pant  in  the a t tack.
As a nesul t  o f  the cn imina l  a t tack by the nac is t  fonces against

the Paf  un i  anea,  the fo l lowing d ied:  A lbent ina Maguguzo Cossa,  36;

Lucas Valent im Judic io ,  36;  P icane Mi lane,  29 i  Launent ina Valent im,
18 months .  The f  o t lowing wene wounded:  Esten Judic io ,  60;  Muhlave

Mu lave ,  48 i  Fen iasse  V i l ancu los ,  22 ;  Phe f  u  Mu lave ,  21  ;  Ben ta  Nhampu le ,
1 9  y e a n s .  S a b a o  M u n h a n g a n e ,  6 5 ,  i s  m i s s i n g .

In  the a t tack on Mavue thnee women and a ch i ld  wene mundened and
a man and an e leven-yean o ld  ch i ld  wene in juned.  The f  ightens of  the
Peoplest  L ibenat ion Fonces of  Mozambique,  supponted by the pana-

m i i i t any  f onces  o f  A l f andega  and  M ignacao ,  nepe l l ed  t he  i nvaden ,

in f  l i c t ing sevene damage and shoot ing down two je ts  and one
he l i cop ten .  Ten  f  i gh tens  su f  f  ened  i n j un ies .  Two  o then  comnades
sacn i f i ced  t he in  l i ves  i n  de fence  o f  t he  Peop le  and  o f  oun
sovene ign t y .

Th i s  ac t  cons t i t u tes  open  aggness ion ,  an  ac t  o f  wan .  I t  i s  a
cn ime against  Peace and a wan cn ime as def  ined by the
Intennat iona l  Nunembung Tnibunal  .

Why does Ian Smi th  aLtack us? Why does the nac is t  Sa l isbuny
negime make wan on us? What  makes i t  m,- lnden women and
ch i l dnen ,  bunn  houses ,  massacne  peaceab le  peasan ts?

To answen th is  quest ion connect ly ,  w€ have to  say that  Ian
Smi th  does th is  because i t  is  what  he has a lways done against
Mozamb ique .  i n  1965 ,  when  he  pnoc la imed  h i s  psuedo - i ndependence ,
Ian Smi th  jo ined Pontuguese co lon ia l is rn 's  wan of  aggness ion
aga ins t  oun  peop le .  A t  t ha t  t ime  h i s  t noops  wene  sen t  i n to  t he
P /  ov ince  o f  N iassa .

S ince  t hen ,  t he  Sa l i sbuny  neg ime  has  become  accus tomed  to
commi t t i ng  cn imes  aga ins t  oun  Peop le ,  becoming  a  v i c i ous
aggnesson  aga ins t  Mozamb ique .  Up  t i l l  t he  end  o f  t he  co lon ia l -
impen ia l i s t  wan ,  I an  Smi th r s  f  onces  t ook  pan t  i n  t he  gnaves t
cn imes  aga ins t  ou r  Peop le ,  i n  N iassa ,  i n  Te te ,  i n  Man i ca .

Ian Smi thrs  so ld iens p layed an act ive no le  in  the sad ly
noton ious massacne of  Mucumbuna .  In  August -septemben 1 973,
the Sal isbuny tnoops pant ic ipated act ive ly  in  the gneat  thnee-
pnonged of  f  ens ive un leashed in  zurnbo d is tn ic t .  In  Manch-Apni l
1974 ,  a  gnea t  numben  o f  Rhodes ian  p lanes  wene  sho t  down  non th
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of  the Zarnbez i  whi te  bombing people  and pnopenty  in  the t ibenated
:  n o ^  q

I f  the acts  o f  pnovocat ion and anmecl  aggness ion of  the

Sa l i sbuny  neg ime  d im in i shed  dun ing  t he  Tnans i t i ona l  pe r  i od  i n

f  avoun of  subvens ionrnecnui tment  and tna in ing of  anmed bands of

mencenanies and assass ins,  they wene napid ty  and pnogness ive ly

in tens i f  ied in  the per- iod a f  ten Independence unt i l  they neached

the  pnesen t  phase  o f  a  wan  o f  aggness ion .

Wi thout  a t tempt ing to  make an exhaust ive l is t  o f  the enemy

act ions in  the las t  s ix  months,  W€ can empras ise the fo l lowing:

ln Tete Province
In  the  second  ha l f  o f  Augus t  1975  a  Rhodes ian  gnoup  was

deta ined in  the A lbuf  e ina anea of  Cabona Bassa tny ing to  smuggle
in to  the Republ ic  o f  Mozambique a sum equiva lent  to  35 mi l t ion
contos in  Rhodes ian rnoney,  dest ined to  buy nat iona l  cunnency on
the  b lack  manke t .

Cn 27 August  nac is t  tnoops entened the loca l i ty  o f  Genda in  the
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Lu ia  anea  and  k i dnapped  a  c i v i , l i an .  La ten ,  on  t he  3o th ,  i n  t he

Same p lace,  they mundened a peasant  and wounded two othens.

On  1  Sep temben ,  r ' ac i s t  t noops  se t  up  an  ambush  i n  oun

ter .n i tony against  the f  once patno l l ing the Lu ia  and Mucumbuna

anea ,  and  wounded  th r -ee  comnades .

Cn  20  Januany  1976 ,  aga in  i n  t he  Lu ia  anea ,  a f t en  t he  enemy

had mined the noads,  one of  oun pat r 'o ls  s tumbled on an ant i -

pe rsonne l  m ine  and  one  o f  oun  f  i gh tens  l os t  a  1eg .  Soon  a f t enwands ,

two vehic les  canr-y ing enemy tnoops entened oun nat iona l  tenr i tony,

supponted by two he l icoptens and two neconnaissance p lanes.

Fr^orn 1 7 Febnuany onwands, the ai.r '  f  once began systematicalty

v i o l a t i ng  Mozamb ican  a inspcae  i n  t he  aneas  o f  Mucumbuna ,  Lu ia ,

Ch ioco  and  Chanqana .

In  Mon ico  Prov ince
On 5  Augus t  1975 ,  i n  V i s ta  A legne ,  enen ry  t noops  opened  f i ne  on

peop le  wonk ing  t he  i n . t he  f i e l ds .  Cne  o f  oun  pa t r ^o l s  wen t  t o  t he in

a id  and  neu tna l i zed  t he  enemy  f i ne .  Cn  t he  f o l l ow ing  day  t he  nac i s t

f o r ces ,  suppon ted  by  a  l r c l i cop ten -gunsh ip ,  pene tna ted  abou t  one

k i l ome tne  i ns ide  oun  na t i ona l  t enn i t ony .  The  gunsh i . p  opened  f  i ne ,

mon ta l l y  wound inE  one  o f  oun  so ld i e r - s .  The  enemy  was  nepe l l ed

a t  1 3 . 3 0  h o u n s ,  h a v i n g  e n t e n e d  a t  a b o u t  0 9 . O O  h o u n s .

On  11  Augus t ,  i n  t he  same  a rea ,  a  gnoup  o f  enemy  i n fan tnymen
pene tna ted  i n to  oun  na t i ona l  t enn i t ony  and  moved  i n  t he  d inec t i on  o f

V i s ta  A legne .  Oun  f  onces  i n ten r . zened ,  f  onc ing  t he  enemy  to  w i t hdnaw.
On  13  Augus t ,  a  he l i cop ten  v i o l a ted  o r rn  a i n  space  i n  V i s ta  A legne .

A t  t he  same  t ime  an  enemy  i n f  an tny  f  once  wh i ch  had  en te i  ed  oun

na t i ona l  t enn i t ony  a t  T imba  to  commi t  cn imes  was  dea l t  w i t h  by  one

o f  oun  pa tno l s  and  had  t o  ne tnea t ,  l eav ing  beh ind  f oun  dead .

On  28  Augus t ,  i n  t he  sa rne  anea ,  t he  enemy  opened  f  i ne rwound ing
a  so ld i en .  Cn  31  Augus t ,  t he  enen ry  can re  i n to  T in rba ,  nean  the
N ianga lu la  n i ven  and  nansacked  a  shop  a f t en  wound ing  one  ch i l d  i n
anms  and  ano then  on  i t s  mo then ' s  back  and  n runden ing  a  peasan t

named  Penzuna  Apa lekwamanJa .  The  rac i s t  so ld i ens  nema ined

on  na t i ona l  t enn i t ony  f  r om O9OO to  14OO houns ,  open i . ng  f  i ne

s e v e n a l  t i m e s .
On  14  Sep temben ,  a t  Ro tamba ,  t he  ene r r - r \ y /  opened  f  i ne  w i t h

12Omm .  mon tans  .  Cun  f  onces  nep l i ed  anc j  s i l enced  t he  enemy  .

The  enemy  su f  f  ened  f  oun  ca rsua l t i es .

Cn  16  Decemben ,  . r t  i nha  nacaze ' ,  t he  nac i s t  f onces  k i l t ec j

two  c i v i l i ans .
On  9  Janua ry  1976 ,  an  enemy  a incna f  t  v i o l a ted  oun  a inspace

a t  Fspungabena ,  i - t t  ' 1O .30  houns .  La ten ,  t ha t  even ing ,  enemy

a incna f  t  bombed  a  ne ighboun ing  anea .

Cn 28 January  an e nemy company b. - rcked up by f  oun he l icoptens

and  thnee  f ; l anes  pene t r  a ted  1% kms .  i n to  + ,he  Penha rm longa  anea .
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On B Februany,  a t  04.OO houns,  the enemy entened the Espungabena

anea wi th  1O hel icopten-gunships and s tnaf  ed the Mude anea.

In Gozo Province
On 1 1 Novemben 1975 f  oun a incnaf  t  v io la ted oun a i rscace in

Choa f  on 15 min u tes bef  one be i .ng dn iven of  f  by  f  ine f  nom oun
ant i -a incnaf  t  bat ten ies .

On  4  Febnuany  1976 ,  a t  abou t24 .OO houns ,  membens  o f  t he
naci.st pol ice tnying to penetnate into the Malvernia anea wene
nepe l l ed  by  oun  f  i gh tens .

C n 6 1  7 ,  1 3 ,  1 4  a n d  1 5  F e b n u d n V ,  o u n  f o n c e s  w e n e  c o m p e l l e d
to  open f  ine on enemy a incnaf  t  which v io la ted oun a inspace.

On 14 Febnudny,  a t  about  24.OO houns,  the enemy penetnated

in to  the Paf  un i  anea wi th  in f  antny and ant i l leny tnoops and began
hannass ing c iv i t ians there,  k idnapping one peasant  and wounding
two othens,  a  man and a woman.  The FPLM, supponted by
customs po l ice,  in tenvened at  4 .2O houns,  when two je t  a incnaf t
and thnee he l icoptens came to  the enemy?s a id .  In  the counse of
the f ight ing oun fonces at  about  13.OO hours  put  out  o f  ac t i .on
one bomben which la ten cnashed about  l  Okm ins i .de enemv tenni tony.

Comnades,  exce l lenc ies,  compatn io ts ,  th is  incomplete  and
bnie f  account  o f  the acts  o f  pnovocat ion and aggness ion commit ted
by Ian smi thrs  anmed fonces a long the f  nont ien between the pRM

and the Bni t ish co lony of  Southenn Rhodesia  demonstnate the

nac is t  neg imets  pens is tence in  want ing to  un leash a wan of

aggness ion against  oun people  and oun s ta te .  The oppness ive

negime,  which is  fac ing an anmed upnis ing f  nom the people  o f

Z in ' ,babweand is  iso la ted in tennat iona l lV,  is  seek ing to  set t le

i ts  in tennal  s tn i f  e  by spneading the conl  t ic t .  The Republ ic  o f

Bots'; .rana and the Republic of Zarnbia have, l ike us, been the

v ic t ims of  count less cn imina l  ac ts  by the Sal isbuny negime

Ian Smi th 's  a im is  to  deny the jus tness of  the Z i  mbabwe

peoplers  l ibenat i .on wan by tny ing to  make the wonld be l ieve that

i f  thene is  wan in  Z imbabwe i t  is  because f  one ign f  onces want  i t .

B5, ,  ac t ing in  th is  mannen,  Ian Smi th  is  on ly  emulat ing the Pontuguese

colon ia l is ts  and othen agnessons who have a lways denied the

ex i s tence  o f  l i bena t i on  wans .

Ian Smi th  is  tny ing to  put  out  the f  ine he t i t  h imsel f  w i th  h is

oppness ion by commi. t t ing cn imes a imed at  invo lv ing othen countn ies

in  the conf  l i .c t  he s tanted in  h is  own land.  L ike a  lunat ic ,  he is

seeking to put out f  ine with petnol .  Ian Smith wants to shif  t  the

stn i f  e  and the f  ight ing f  nom h is  tenn i tony to  oun countny.

In  h is  cn imina l  a t tack on 24 Febnuany,  Ian Smi th  de l ibenate iy
v io la ted South Afn ican a inspa.ee in  onden to  a t tack us fnom South

Af  r ica so as to  dnaw oun at tent ion awav fnom the tanqet  and so
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pnovoke an even gneaten conf l ic t  on a  sub-cont inenta l  sca le .
Smith is tnying to pnovoke a genenal wan thnoughout Southenn
Af  n ica by eveny means in  the cn imina l  hope of  de lay ing h is
Cownf  a l l  by  incneas ing the sca le  o f  destnuct ion and death.

He wi l l  fa i l ,  as  wi l l  a l l  those who n ise agains t  the people ,
a l l  those who dane at tack the people .  Ian Srn i th  wi l l  be swept
away f  nom h is tony,  as o then co lon ia l is ts  wene bef  one h im.  The
wan in  Z imbabwe is  the pnoduct  o f  Ian Smi thrs  negime and i . ts
exp lo i ta t ion and oppness ion of  the people  o f  Z imbabwe.  And th is
wan wil l  end i .n an inevitable victony f on the people of Zimbabwe.

Comnades,  compatn io ts ,  W€ have l ibenated oun Fathenland f  nom
colon ia l ism .  Today we must  def  end oun Fathenland f  nom at tack.
We must  suppont  the jus t  s t ruggle  o f  oun bnothen people  o f
Z imbabwe.  In  onden to  canny out  oun task we need the inv inc ib te
f  once of  un i ty  and onganizat ion.  The immensely  cneat ive enengy
of  the People  onganized and led by FRELiMO defends oun f  needom.
Let  us apply  oun cneat ive enengy to  defend oun independence and
suppont  our  Z i rnbabwean bnothens.

Fon  th i s :

1  .  We must  bu i ld  a i r -na id  she i tens in  the v i i lages,  unban

d i s t r i c t s ,  schoo l s ,  hosp i t a l s ,  f  ac ton ies ,  o f  f  i ces ,  shops ,  f  anms ,

wel ls ,  n ivens and a l l  o then p iaces.  Wi th  these shel tens we sha1l
pnotect  ounselves f  nom enemy at tacks.  The shel tens wi l l  have to

be bu i t t  a f  ten nonmal  wonk ing houns.  We must  in tens i fy  the
cneat ion o f  communal  v i l lages,  to  enable  us to  set  up a bet ten
def  ence onganizat ion.  The FPLM wi l l  have to  na ise the in  pot i t ica l
and mi l i tany openat iona l  leve l  and suppont  the masses in  the in  defence
ongan i za t i on .

2  .  We must  organize oun means of  pnoduct ion.  Duning oun wan of
nat iona l  l ibenat ion we a lways mainta ined that  pnoduct ion is  the backbone
of  wan and that  wan cneates the condi t ions to  impnove pnoduct ion.
Fon th is  neasonr  W€ must  speed up the cneat ion o f  communal  v i l lages
whene,  when we ane onganized,  we shal l  be ab le  to  pnoduce and to
de f  end  ounse l ves  aga ind the  enemy .

We must  incnease pnoduct ion in  oun f  ac ton ies.  We must  s tep
up oun wonk and wonk mone ef f ic ient ty  in  the ponts ,  na i lways and
c i v i l  av i a t i on .  We  mus t  be  speed ien  and  mone  e f  f  i c i en t  i n  bu i l d i ng
and nepain ing noads,  homes and othen bu i ld ings.  Eveny wonken
should  d iscuss wi th  h is  co l leagues ways and means of  pnoduc ing
mone ,  be t t en  and  qu i cken .

3 .  Because  o f  ene rny  aggness ion ,  some  economic  ac t i v i t i es
may be fonced to  hat t  on to  iowen the in  pnoduct ion leve l  and the
ef  f  ec t  o f  th is  may be that  some of  oun wonking compatn io ts  may
also temponani ly  lose the in  jobs.  I t  is  the duty  o f  each one of  us
to  suppont  these people  by cneat ing condi t ions which wi l l  enable
them to  f  ind wonk.  The main task f  on the absonot ion o f  a l l  oun
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wonkens l ies  in  the nunal  aneas,  in  agnicu i tune and an imal

husbandny. Al i  those whose jobs ane af f  ected mdY, with State

assistance, onganize themselves in communal vi l lages and begin

the in  own anable  and l ivestock pnoduct ion.

4. How should be f ulf  i l  oun intennati .onal i .st duw towands

Zirnbabwe? By supponting the Zirnbabwe stnuggler W€ ane def ending

Mozambique.  By suppont ing and develop ing the s tnuggle  o f  oun

Zimbabwe bnothens we ane keeping the enemy away f  nom oun

f  nont iens,  consoi i .dat ing oun independence and cneat ing condi t ions

fon the estab l ishment  o f  peace .

Thus we say that  suppont  and so l idan i ty  ane not  chani ty  on f  avoun,
but  mutua l  ass is tance between f  onces f  ight ing f  on the same object ive.

Oun suppont  f  or  the jus t  f  ight  o f  our  Z i rnbabwe bnothers  is :
monal  suppont ;  pot i t ica t  suppont ;  and maten ia l  suppont .

We shal l  suppont  them monal ly  and po l i t ica l ty  by onganiz ing
ounselves in  our  'Gnupos Dinamizadonesf  to  s tudy and leann f  nom the
Zimbabwe s tnuggie .  We shal l  expness oun suppont  by s ing ing songs
about  oun in ternat iona l is t  duty  towands the Z imbabwe s tnuggle ;

we shal l  suppont  i t  by  exp la in ing the s tnuggle  to  oun people  and
discuss i .ng i t  w i th  theml  we shal l  suppont  i t  by  accept ing sacn i f  i .ces
and ovencoming handships in  onden to  f  u l f  i l  oun in tennat iona l is t
ob l i ga t i ons .

We shal l  suppont  i t  maten ia t ly  by pnoduc ing;  by pnoduc ing to
feed and c lo the oun people ;  by  pnoduc ing to  feed and c lo the the
f  i .ghtens who ane def  ending oun f  nont iens;  by pnoduc ing to  feed
and c lo the oun bnothen Z imbabwe guenni l las .  We shal l  suppont
i t  maten ia l ly  by reduc ing oun imponts  and by beas ing to  impont
what  is  not  essent ia l  to  the countnyf  s  economy.

We shall  suppont i t  matenial ly by making a monthly contnibution
to  the so l idan i ty  f  und which we set  up on 3 Febnudny,  Mozambique
H e n o e s t  D - y .

comnades ,  exce l l enc ies ,  compa tn io t s ,  t he  Mozamb ique  peop le rs

Repubi ic  has been in  ex is tence f  or  jus t  oven e ight  months.  Fnom
the beginn ing i t  has dec laned qu i te  f  inmly  that  i ts  in tennat iona l is t
duty  is  not  a  mat ten of  compnomises on negot ia t ions.

We ar.e f  envent advocates of peace. We have come thnough
1O yeans  o f  a  co lon ia l - impen ia l i s t  wan  o f  aggness ion .  We  ane
thenef  one veny consc ious of  the sacn i f  ices which the defence of
oun  f needom and  i ndependence  demand .

But  we accept  a l l  th is  today as we d id  yestenday.  Oun f  nont iens
have been sealed wi th  the b iood of  oun People  and oun in tennat iona l is t
duty was bonn of the countless sacnif ices of the peoples of the whole
w o n l d .

Consc ious of  th is  neal i ty ,  th  e  FRELIMO Centna i  Commit tee
and the Counci l  o f  Min is tens of  the People 's  Republ ic  o f  Mozambque
have g iven me a mandate to  take the appnopniate  measunes des ignec l

23



to  safeguand the inv io tab i l i ty  o f  oun f  nont iens,  and the tenni ton ia l
integnit5z and soveneignt5z of the Mozambique Peoplers Republic.
Similanly, they have given me a mandate to take the decisions that
may be necessany to ensune the intennational ist suppont of FRELIMO,
oun State and oun People fon the just t ibenati .on stnuggle of oun
bnothen Z imbabwe people  .

The acts of aggnession of Ian Smith have alneady mingled oun
blood wi th  the b lood of  the Z imbabwe people .

The Mozambique Peoplers  Republ ic ,  to  suppont  the l ibenat ion
stnuggle of the Zimbabwe people in accondance with the decisions

of the United Nations and the Onganization of Af nican Unity, with
ef fect  fnom today,  3  Manch 1976,  c loses at l  i ts  fnont iens wi th  the
Bni t ish co lony of  Southenn Rhodesia ;  pnohib i ts  any fonm of
communication with the tennitony dominated by the nacist negime;
bans the passage thnough i ts tennitony and ainspace of any tnaf f  ic
o f  pensons and goods on ig inat ing fnon l  on bound fon Southenn
Rhodesia  .

The PRM f ul ly appl ies the sanctions against the Bni.t ish colony
of  Southenn Rhodesia .  The PRM conf  iscates a l l  assets  be longing
to the i t lega l  neg ime,  to  f inms wi th  headquantens in  the tenni tony
of  Southenn Rhodesia ,  and to  c i t izens l iv ing in  oun tenni tony who
necogn i ze  t he  i l t ega l  neg ime .

Men and women of  Mozambique ,  on 25 Septemben 1964,  in
onden to  l ibenate the land and i ts  peopte,  the oppnessed Fathenland,
the FRELIMO Centna l  Commit tee pnoc la imed a genenal  upnis ing by
the Mozambican People .  Today,  in  onden to  guanantee the def  ence
of  oun nat iona l  tenn i tony,  the FRELIMC Centna l  Commit tee again
cal ls upon the People of Mozambique, f  nom the Rovuma to the
Maputo, to def end the Fathenland f nom attack.

Excel lenc ies,  ambas.sadons and changes draf  fa ines accnedi ted
to the People 's  Repubt ic  o f  Mozambiq ' ;e ,  a l l  youn countn ies have
f  inmly  and unanimously  condemned the nac is t  Ian Smi th  nebel l ion.
Youn countn ies have pnescnibed sanct ions against  the cn imina l
negime.  The measunes taken by oun State  connespond to  the need
of  a l l  mank ind to  l ive  f  nee f  nom co lon ia l  and nac is t  dominat ion.

Th is  is  a  f  ight  o f  the People  o f  Mozambique and a lso o f  the
whoie o f  Af  n ica and the whole o f  pneogness ive mankind.  We ane
sune that  youn Peoples and youn States wi t t  na l ty  in  so l idan i ty
behind us a t  th is  d i f  f  icu l t  houn when oun countny is  the v ic t im of
aggness ion un leashed by the cn imina l  minoni ty  negime.

We look to the continent of Af nica to be with us and suppont us
in  the def  ence of  oun soveneignty  and in  the l ibenat ion o f  the
cont inent .  We look to  oun othen natunal  a l l ies ,  the soc ia l is t
countnies, to be with us as they have always been, without fai l
ass is t ing oun wonking masses to  def  end the in  nevolu t ion and to
f  u l f  i l  the in  in tennat iona l is t  duty .

We addness ounselves to al l  States which chenish f reedom and
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peace and ca l l  on them to  he lp  us defend oun fneedom and nestone
tnue peac e thnoughout  oun negion.

Comnades,  compatn io ts ,  W€ have begun a new phase of  oun
nevolu t ion.  A phase in  which oun sacni f  ice  and oun btood as in
the past wi l l  go to cult ivate, cement and consolidate oun unity, oun
independence and oun nevolut ionany achievements .

The f ightens of the FPLM and the populan masses wil l  united
def  eat  the enemy and smash the aggnesson who has bnoken the peace
and massacned oun People .

We pay glowing tnibute to ai l  oun comnades ,,arho have s, '"cr i f  iced
the in  l ives and,  insp ined by the i .n  exan p le ,  un i ted by FRFLIMO,

and by develop ing oun pnoduct ion and ne in fonc ing oun v ig i lance,

we shal l  bu i ld  oun v ic tony.
We dec lane f  inmly  -  the s tnuggle  cont inues.

As in  the past ,  We nepeat  -  independence on death,  WO shal l

w in .  The s tnuggte cont inuesr .

news in brief
Housing notionolisqtion in lvlozombique

Cn 3nd  Feb r .ua r . y  1976 ,  Pnes iden t  Samona  Mache l  announced  new

nat iona l isat ion measunes to  coven a l l  pn ivate ly-owned unban land and

r .en ted  houses  i n  Mozamb ique .  He  sa id  t ha t  i n  t he  c i t i es  t hene  i s

"nea l  d i scn im ina t i on  i n  hous ing ,  wh i ch  i s  i n  i t se l f  a  f onm o f  apan the id ' t

The nat iona l ised houses wene immediate ty  to  be taken oven by the

F :PLM and  the  FREL IMC Commi t t ees .  The  S ta te  i s  now  the  on l y  body

en t l t l ed  t o  nen t  ou t  hous ing .  The  P r^es iden t  sa id  t ha t  t he  peop le  "w i l l
t ake  ove r  t he  c i t y  and  l i ve  i n  i t  and  t he  c i t y  w i l l  no  l onge r ' be  t he
pnopen ty  o f  t he  cap i t a l i s t s " .  Compensa t i on  wou ld  be  pa id  on l y  i n

cases  whene  the  i n i t i a l  cap i t a l  ou t l ay  had  no t  a l neady  been  necovened

in  nen t .  I n  t he  same  speech ,  commemona t i ng  Henoes  Day ,  Pnes iden t

S a m o n a  a l s o  a n n o u n c e d  t h e  s e t t i n g  u p  o f  a ' S o l i d a n i t y  B a n k ' i n t o

which Mozambicans ane expected to  pay one day 's  sa lany a month to
he lp  t he  o then  l i bena t i on  s tnugg les ,  pan t i . cu lan l y  i n  Namib ia ,  Rhodes ia

and  Sou th  A f  n i ca .  Febnuany  3nd  was  dec laned  a  pub l i c  ho t i day  i n
honoun of  the rnemony of  Eduando Mondlane,  f  ins t  Pnes ident  o f

FREL IMC,  who  was  assass ina ted  i n  Dan  es  Sa laam in  1969 .
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FRELIMO Centrol Committee Conference

The e ighth confenence of  FRELIMO's Centna l  Commit tee took
p lace  f  r om 11 th  t o  28 th  Febnuany  1976 .  I t  d i scussed  n ine  ma in  t op i cs :
a)  the development  o f  the s tnuggte s ince the f  i f  th  conf  enence;  b)  the
pol i t ica l  s i tuat ion in  the countny and the c lass s tnuggle  cunnent ly  be ing
waged;  c)  the deepening of  the ideotog ica l  and po l i t ica i  on ientat ion
phase of  the new soc ie ty ;  d)  the s tnuctun ing of  the democnat ic  people 's
powen in  the cunnent  phase;  e)  the neal izat ion o f  t rRELIMC's  no le  as
a d inect ing fonce of  the s ta te  and soc ie ty ;  f  )  ana lys is  o f  the ovenal l
s i tuat ion in  Southenn Af  n ica;  g)  the na is ing of  un i ty  to  a  new stage;
h)  convocat ion o f  FRELIMOTs Thind Congness;  h)  analys is  o f  the
nevolu t ionany process in  Mozambique,  in  the l ight  o f  the numenous
exchanges of  expenience which pnov ide a c leanen v is ion o f  s tnategy.

The p lanned date f  or  the Th ind Congness is  Decemben 1976.

Threot of mofqrio epidemic
The heavy na ins which necent ly  devastated Mozambique have r .esu l ted

in  vast  f loods in  many pnov inces of  the nat ion,  pnovok ing a sen ious n isk
c f  ep idem ics .  Lange  aneas  ane  comp le te l y  covened  w i t h  wa te r  and  a
cons idenable  incnease in  in f  ec t ious and contag ious d iseases is  pnedic ted,
pant icu lan ly  Malan ia .  The tJea l th  Authoni t ies  ane a ler^ ted and have
issued an appeal  f  on a id  to  pnov ide the lar -ge quant i t ies  o f  ant i -malan ia l
d n u g s  n e e d e d .

Guineo-Bissou creotes notionol currency
On 29  Febnuany  1976 ,  Pnes iden t  Lu i z  Cabna l  announced  the

dec is ion of  the State  Counc i l  to  wi thdnaw a l l  notes issued by the
Pon tuguese  "Banco  Nac iona l  U l t naman ino ' .  Fnom th i s  da te ,  t he
Nat iona l  Bank of  Guinea-Bissau (cr -eated on 20 t rebnuany 197O) began
i ssu ing  t he  new  cunnency ,  t he  PESC to  subs t i t u te  t he  ESCUDC,  The
dec is ion fo l lows the fa i lune of  the founth a t tenrpt  to  negoc ia te  the
wi thdnawal  o f  the Pontuguese bank.  A l though Guinea-Rissau has gone
ahead  w i t hou t  neach ing  agneemen t  w i t h  Pon tuga l ,  t he  Pnes iden t  s tnessed
that  f t th is  must  not  be seen as an act  o f  host i t i ty  towands the Pontuguese
Govennment"  and sa id  that ,  on the contnany,  i t  would  fac i l i ta te  f  u tune
negoc ia t i ons .  The  escudo  ceased  to  be  va l i d  cunnencv  a t  1B .OO houns
on  2  Manch  1976  .
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