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Mugabe’s joint forces
may aid Mozambique

By Brendnan Nicholson
The Star's Africa News
Service
SALISBURY — Fonuer
guerillas and Rhodesian
security force’ members
who fought each otiser
through the Rhodesian
busly war may be thrown
intg action aguinst anti
Frelino forces operating
in Mozamhique. .
Saturday’'s sudrlen visit
to Mozambigque by Zim-
bahwe Prime Minister
Rohert Mugabe follows in-
tensified attacks on ¥reli-
mo officials and suppor-
ters there by the national
Resistance Movement

{MNR).
While there has been
no  official comment on

Saturday’'s talks at the
port of Quelimana be-
tween Mr Mugabe and

President Samora Machel,
it appears likely that the
Mozambican leader will ask

. zambiqus and

for some sort of military
assistance,

After the last wave of
iniensified violence by the
Mozambican rebel
movement  Mr  Mugabe
ilew io Beira, and on his
return, ahnounced that he
had discussed with Fre-
sident Machel a plan for
joint action against the
MNR..

DUTY BOUND

“Djssidents and reac
tionary elements cannot
he allowed to continue
operating on our soil or
in Mozambigue,” he said
then.

Mr Mugabe added that
il anti-Frelimc forces weve
Jaunching their attacks
from Zimbabwe *“ .
then we are duty bund tv
get rid of them.”

In the past, promises of
help made between Mo
the rew

MR MUGABE

Zimbabwe have been based
largely on the debt of
gratitude felt by Mr Mu-
gabe's ruling Zanu (PF)
Party towards Mozam-
bique for that country's
support during the gueril-
la war.

Now what was essential-
ly an internal problem for
Mozambique has taken -omn

more serious implicatinng
for several of the black
nations of southern
Africa, especially Zim-
habwe.

T* > success of the black
nations’ plan to increase
taejir economic co-opera-
ton and lessen depend.

ence on South Africa
hanes largely on trans-
port. :

The rail routes from

?31re and Zambia through
Zimbahwe to the Mozam-
bique ports of Beira and
Maputo are key points in
this plan,

Wit.hout them, Zaire,
Zambia and Zimbabwe
must rely on the South
African ports or the Ben.
guela Railway (under con.
stant attack by Unita
gueriilas) through Angola
for mueh of their exports.





