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S@m efs, s, {.S. Court Rivalsin Ajﬂ@@n
w2225 Hornfo Get Base Access

ADDIS AB‘\BA, Ethiopia — The
viet Union, acting in mirror fashion

Yo the United States in Somalia, is re-
ported here to be seeking wider access
“to F‘thxoplan mibtary facilities, partic-
uldrly for its Navy. But like its chief su-
perpower rival, Moscow i3 having dif-
leulty in getting ail it wants from its
in ally here in. the Horn of Africa.
spite its increasingly close ties with

; the Feastern Bloc, Ethiopia has here-
;ofore heen reluctant to allow & high So-

Yo Treaty of friendship and cooper-
hoxghand is probably. its most in:por-
] any on “thiz” tontinent “by virtue

T’é und $L.5 blll on in mxlltarv as
sistance in the last three years, the larv-
-est such commitment they have ever
made to a black African state.

‘In return, the Ethiopians have al-
Towed Moscow to establish a relatively
‘obscure anchorage for its Indian Ocean-
‘bound warships in the barren Dahlak
Islands off the northern Ethiopian port
‘of Massawa, according to Western in-
telligence sources. But the Soviets are
=aid to be pressing the Ethiopians now
‘for better onshore facilities as weil as
‘the constfuction of sirfields for use by
‘its and Eth'xoplas air. forcos -

In g0 doing, Moscow is seen here as
‘reacting partly to the American military

‘buﬂdup in the Indian Ocean and Per °

~gian Gulf region and partly in accor-
‘dance with the superpower assumption
\that bases or facilities are the quid pro

‘ 'quo for arms in this strategic region
.iof the world.
. Ethiopia's military leader, Lt. Col
Mengxstu Haile Mariam, returned from
a two-week stay in the Soviet Union
in early November during which he dis-

icussed with ICremlin leaders ways of -

“deepening and expanding” their rela-
'tions in all fields, according to the joint
!commumque xsswd at the end of his
lstate visit, -

* . During bis sojourn there, Soviet partv
tieader Leonid Uirezhnev hajied the “nbw
dxmen;.ons be said were being adie
“to every article cf the anxnf E ‘Ivvop.
ifrjendship freaty and said relations he-
tween the two cduntries were (aking
‘on -“an internztionnlist character,” a

w‘z mnhtaly protile to devalop on its-
Js‘oﬂixopla is linked to Moscow by 220+

.possible reference to Etlm)plan coop-
eration in the military field.
Included in the 70-member delega-

- tion Mengistu took with him were high-

ranking military officers led by the de-
fense minister, Brig. Gen. T&faye
Gebre-Kidan, who was reported in the

. press here to have held separate talks

with Soviet military leaders. There was’
no indication, however, what they dis-
cussed Or whether eny agreement was
reached on further Soviet arms deliv-
eries to Ethiopia or Increased access
for the Sovxets to Jithiopian military fa-
cilities. .

Last menth, Ethiopian Foreign Min-
ister Feleke Gelde Giorgis vehemently
denied in an interview that there was
any military “base” for the Soviet Union
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or any othér country in Ethiopia at

that time and said all foreign bases in
Africa should be closed down. .
While Feleke may have heensobfus-
cating the® issue by making a US.-
government style distinction between
ahase'and a facility, his remarksnone-
theless reflect what is believed by West-
ern observers.here to be a considerable
Ethiopisn' eluctance 4o beeome+ more
déenly invelved in thy Soviet-American
milftsry edfpptitionzBetd fotithold: in
the strategic Horn ‘of Africa.
Fu:thermore, the. Ethicpians. have
launched a major diplomatic campalgn
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to dissuade the United States from go- ===

ing ahead with its plan to provide arms
to Somalia in relun for access to So-
mali parts and airfields, convinced that
the American commitment will em-
bolden the Somalis in their struggle to
annex the Ogaden.

Thus the Ethiopian government
would seeta to have liitle interest in

_provoking Washington at this stage by

giving into Soviat pressure for a larger
, military presence in this Red Sea na-
tioh, -

Western dnplomatxc sources here and
in Washington say the Ethiopians have

, turned down- several Soviet-proposed

military construction projects on the
ground that they could not afford the.
coat. But the American plsn to turn So-

wiia into a spirghonzd for its Rapir

Toployment Foree has increased the
Soviet interest in ehtaining wider access
to Fthicpia as a m‘m*nr"omt.

in ea.)y July, Serg:. uors'\ko" Soviet
deputy defense minister and ndmlral

of the fleet, paid a six-day workmg vis-

. it"to Fihiopia. The local press said’ he

visited civilian and military establish-
ments in the Red Sea province of Eri-
trea, including-the main port of Mas-
sawa, and discussed “bilateral cooper-
ation” with Ethiopian authorities,

- There was no indication whether he
also visited the Dahlak islands, an ar-
chmelauo of mostly tiny islets devoid

of dny bunldm;,rs except the remains of
some [talian World War II {ortifications
and-inhabited by only a few hundred
people..

While one high-rarking Ethiopian
official has said there is no new ccn-
struction on the islands, some diplo-
matic sources here say the Soviets are
using them as a open-air depot and
have towed the floating dock that once
serviced their ships at Berbera, Somaiia,
to the Dahlaks.’

The Ethiopian government has not
commented on & New York Times re-
‘port that the Soviet Navy has stepped
up the use of the Dahlak islands since
the onset of the Iranian-iraqi war,
anchoring half its Indian Ocean fleet
thare in mid-October.

The Ethiopians are in a difficult po-

sition to reject Soviet entreaties for the
expanded use of their facilities, since

thsy are totally dependent on Soviet .

arms and feel a large debt of gratitude
'for the crucial assistence Moacow gave
to them in 1977 when the country was
seriously threatened with disintegration
‘because of the separatist wars in the
Ogaden and northern FEritrea - and
‘mounting internal opposition.
Moscow extended a $2 biilion line

of credit to the Ethiopians for the pur-’
chase of arms and rushed a massive.

amount of war materiel to this country
in an airlift that impressed Western
military analysts as well as the Men-
gistu government.

Furthermore, a3 a nation formally

committed to hécoming a socialisi and
communist state, Ethiopia views the
Soviet Union as a naturel aily and
shares its views on-most forcign policy
issues. In addition, it feels surrourded
by U.S.-backed enernies, some of which,
such a3 Egypt and Seudi Arabia, have
been providing arms to Scmalia for
the Ogaden war.
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