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WASHINGTON.

THB Carter Adminis.

tration doee not be.

lieve reporb from

South Africa and Rho.

desia claiming that a
Russian and Cuban

military build-up has

started in Mozam.

bique.

The reports, quoting
unnamed South âfrican
and Rhodesian sources,
were broadcast on
American national televi-
sion on Monday night. and
caused an immediate
flurry of lnterest in'Washington.

But in response to
questions on Tuesday, a
State Depaúment spokes-
man said similar reoorts
had been received "foi the
past few monthS" and that
"a,s far as tve are con-
cerned there is no gub.
stanee to them".

There was no comment
on Tuesday from the
America.n. Broadcasting
Company, whose nation-
wide network broadcast
the reports, and neither
would ÂBC ofrcials dis-

close their sources in
South Africa and Rho-
desia.

Their broadcasts on
Monday night said the
build-up in Mozambique
included the supply of at
least 35 Mic-21 fighter-
bom,bers, 250 heavy tanks,
surface-to-air missiles and
two fulìy equipped Cuban
infantry divisions.

The ABC report aÌso
said a substantial num-
ber of East Gérman mili-
tary advisers had arrived
in Mozambique, and that
aD air base was being
built at Nacala, which
would be the largest in
East Africa when com-
pleted.

Military strategists ln
the lfntted States say
that even if the rePorts
were true, ìhe quality of
mllitary equipment and
the number of tróops men-
tioned could not be com-
pared to the massive Rus-
sian and Cuban buiÌd-up
ln the lforn of Africa or
Angola.

Some suggest that the

volume and type of sup-
plies mentioned might
even be consistent with
the defensive require-
rnents of a country like
Mozambique, especially in
the light of Rhodesian ln-
cursions.

American ofrcials are
asking why, lf the reports
of a Russian and Cuban
military build-up are
credible, there has been
Do official reaction from
either the South African
or Rhodesian Govern-

"In the past, even the
theoretical possibility of â,
Russian or Cuban threat
has been suffcient to
evoke an avalanche of
comment from ofrcial
South African and Rhode-
eian spokesmen.'r

Behind aÌl the official
pooh-poohing of the build.
up reports in Washington
there is, however, a good
measure of ofrclal nerv-
ousness.

It stems from the Car-
ter Administration's huml-

ventures in Africa might
jeopardise a strategic
arms limitation treaty
have been met by &
derisive Russian resDonse.
The warning to Culá tnat
improved U.S.-Cuban rela-
tions, including the lift-
ing of a near total trade
embargo, would depend to
a large degree on Cuban
restraint in Africa, has
been rejected with equal
determi:ration.

A m e r i e a n  n e w s p a p e r
commentators and some
p u b I i c representatives
have argued that only the
serious threat of Ameri-
ean military involvement
would deter the Russians
and Cubans in Africa -
but that seems most un-
likely to happen in South-
ern Afrlca.

The present South Afri-
can and Rhodesian Gov-
ernments are unlikely
aÌlies for the U.S.
though Rhodesia might
eventually become &cceptr
abls and lntervention
oD their behaÌf would
certainly aÌienate the
rest of the continent.
C A London report says
there is growing concern
there that Russia and
Cuba are pÌanning to
establish "a spearhead" in
Mozambique for operations
with terrorists in Rho-
desia.

The situation ls being
watched earefully, accord-
ing to HeÌla Pick of the
Guardian,

But she adds that so
far there has been no
independent conflrmirtlon
of reports, apparenily
orlginating tn South
Á.frica and Rhodesia.

A Rhodesian Government spokesman said
ye8terday it was not customary to comment on

unsubstantiated reports.

ments.
"The reports do, after

all, quote South Àfrican
and Rhodesian sources,"
one official remarked on
Tuesday. "And one must
presume that these sour-
ces are known to the two
governments.

liating failure to dis-
courage Russian and
Cuban intervention in the
Iforn' of Africa and the
prospect of this failure
being dupÌicated in the
southern part of the con-
tinent.

And it stems from the
realisatlon .that despite
President Carter's get-
tough speech this wéek-
end on Russian interven-
tion in Àfrica, there is
probably l itt le the U.S.
could do if the Russians
and Cubans did lntervene
in Southern Âfrica.

The threat from W'ash-
lngton that Russian ad-


