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SA AND THE EASTEHN BLOC

Looking with nevu eyes
. {s  the decadc drews to a c lose.  southern
A f r i c a  c o u l d  a t  l a s t  b e  h e a d i n g  f o r  p e a c e .

\ a m i b i a  i s  o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e :
n e g o t i a t i o n s  a r e  u n d e r  $ a \ ' ! o  s e t t l e  t h e  c o n -
f l i c t s  i n  A n g o i a  a n d  \ ' Í o z a m b i q u e .  A t  t h e
s l r n r c  t i m e ,  È \ ' e n t s  3 r e  p o i n t i n g  t o  a  m o r e
r e l a x e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e Ì u s ç n  P r e t o r i a  a n d
t h e  E a s t e r n  b l o c .

P r e s i d c n t  D e  K l e r k ' s

S A .  f r e e  f r o m  t h e  a n -
t a g o n i s m s  o f  t h e  p e s t . ' '
h J s  n o Ì  g o n e  u n n o -
t i c e d  i n  t h e  S o v i e t
U n ì o n .  T l r a t ' s  a c c o r d -
i n g  t o  C e n n a d i l h
G e r l s i m o v .  h e a d  o f
t h c  i n f o r m a t i o n  d i r e c -

t o r a t e  o f  t h e  S o v i e t
\ { i n i s t r l ' o f  F o r e r g n
Â Í ' i e i r s .  S p e a k i n g  i n  a
B  B C  p r o g r a m n ì c .

C c r a s i m o v  s a i d  t h e

S o r i e t  L  n i o n  s o u l d
\ r c l c o m e  s t c p s  t o  c a r -

promise of  "a nerr

r r  c r u t  t h e  i n t c n t i o n s  v o i c e d  b _ r -  D e  K l e r k .
T h e  p o l i t i c e l  s c e n c  i n  S , \  h a s  c h a n g e d

r a p i d l l  s i n c e  D e  K I e r k  t o o k  o v c r  ( s e e

Lcaderst  and SA is  being v ierved b l  some
E a s t e r n  b Ì o c  n r e m b e r s  * i ( h  n i o r e  t h a n  c u r i -
o s i t r .  A l r e a d l  .  s a v  i n f o r m e d  s o u r c e s ,  b o t h
t ' lungar_ '  and PoÌ i rnd,  f resh f rom thei r  dra-
m l t i c  r c j e c t i o n  o f  c o m m u n i s t  r u l e .  h a v e  b e e n
m a k i n g  o ! e r t u r e s  t o  P r e t o r i a  -  i f  o n i l  t c
c o n s i d c r  t h e  e s t a b Ì i s h m e n r  o f  " i n t e r e s t  o f -
f i c c s  

'  
i n  t h o s c  c o u n t r i e s -

Wri t ins in  Sol ie t  Revierr , ,  publ ished b-v
t h e  l n s t i t u t e  l o r  S o v i e t  S t u d i e s  a t  S t e l l e n -
b o s c h .  r e s e a r c h e r  \ i c h o l a s  A n d e r t o n  ( f o r -
r n e r ì r  o f  t h e  U n i l e r s i t l  o f  G l a s g o w )  s a y s  t h e
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  f o r n r a l  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s
b e t r r ' e e n  B u d a p e s t
a n d  P r e t o r i a  i s  a  p o s -

s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  m e d j u m
t e r m .  T h e  H u n g a r i a n s
have nroved fast  th is

) e a r  ! o  e s t a b l i s h  a m -
b a s s a d o r i a l  c o n t a c t
* i t h  S o u t h  K o r e . r  a n d
I s r a e l  a n d  a  C h i l e a n
consulate-generaÌ  was

rev ived in  Budapest .
" T h e  l e v e l  o f  t r a d e  b e t * e e n  H u n g a r y  a n d

SA does not  yer  just i fy  rec iprocal  t rade mis-
s i o n s , "  s a l s  A n d e r t o n ,  " b u l  r e c e n t  c o m m e r -
c i a l .  t o u r i s t .  a c a d e m i c  a n d  m e d i a  c o n t a c t s
c o u l d  p a v e  t h e  \ \ a y . "

T h e  u n u s u a l  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  w e r e  u n -
d e r l i n e d  t h i s  w e e k .  w i t h  r h e  v i s i t  t o  S A  o f  a
former deput . " "  premier  of  Hungary,  Joseph
\ í a r j i a ;  h e  i s  n o s '  t h e  c h í e f  a d v i s e r  t o  t h e
Hungar ian PI Í .  \ íar j ia  was the personal

t ^
suest  in  Cane Torvn oí  Cape Cate Fence &

Wire chai rman ì \ íendeÌ  Kaplan,  rvhose com-
panv is  pìanrr 'ng to e.s tabl ish a branch of f ice

in Budepest .  ìVÍar j ia  aÌso had d iscussions
* i th  Johrrnnesburg brokers and JSE of f i -

c i a  l s .
P o l i t i c a l  c o m n ' Ì e n t r t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  A n d e r -

ton,  rv ì l l  not  be surpr ised i f  Fore ign Min is ter

P i k  B o t h a  v i s i t s  H u n g a r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  N e w

Ycar.  He is  usual l l '  qu ick to  pounce on such

opportuni t ies.  HL)wever ,  no formal  decis ion

o n  " i n t c r e s t  o f f i c e s "  c a n  b e  t a k e n  w i t h o u t

C a b i n e t  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  a p p r o -

vt ì  l .
t ,  On the media f ront ,  SA has

b c e n  r n  a t t r a c t i v e  d c s t i n a t i o n

for  Soviet  journal is ts .  A f re-
q u e n t  v i s i t o r  t o  t h i s  c o u n t r y  i s

I z v e s t i : t ' s  s o u t h e r n

and eastern Afr ica
correspondent ,  Bor is

P i l i a t s k i n e .  H e  i s

based in  Ì \ ' tapulo and

covered a i l  the meet-
r n g s  o f  t h e  j o i n t  c o m -

m i s s i o n  \ ^ ' h i c h  m o n i t o r s  t h e  A n g o l a n - S A

s ì t u a t l o n .
I n  j o u r n a l i s t i c  c i r c l e s  i t  h a s  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t

the Sovic ts  would be keen to p lace in  SA a

permanent  correspondent  of  Pravda,  the

S t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d  n e * s p a p e r .  I t ' s  u n l i k e l y

t h a t  P r e t o r i a  w o u i d  a g r e e  t o  t h i s  -  u n l e s s

Níoscow accoids the sxme pr iv i leges to,  say.

a reprcsentat i Ì ,e  of  S;pa.

On the d ipÌomat ic  f ront ,  contact  between

Pretor ia  and l \ toscor .  s t i l l  seerns far  of f .

r \par theid cont inues to p lay a decis ive spoi l -

i n g  r o l e  a n d  " t h e r e f o r e .  i t  i s  s t i l l  u n t ì m e l y  t o

a n n o u n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d i p l o m a t i c

re lat ion,s between the Soviet  Union and SA,"

s a y s  Y u r i  Y u k a l o v ,  t h e  h e a d  o f  t h e  n e w l y

uni f ied Afr Ícan depar tment  in  the Soviet

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t r y .
But  Yukalov sa, \ 's  representat ives of  cer-

ta in sectors of  $ .ov iet  soc iety  (sc ient is ts ,  for

i n s t a n c e )  d o  m a i n t a i n  t i e s  w i t h  c o u n t e r p a r t s

in  SA,  incÌuding *  h i tes rvho speak out

a g a i n s t  a p a r t h e i d .
" l  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s a y ' , "  a d d e d  Y u k a l o v ,

" that  we ccr ta in l -v-  haye contacts wi th repre-

sentat ives of  SA's fore ign pol icy depar tment ,

in  the f ramework of  the jo in t  commrssion to

m o n i t o r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  N a m i b i a .  S u c h

c o n t r c t s  l r e  i n e v i t a b l e  a n d ,  i n  m v  v i c w ,  u s e '

f u ì . "
I t  i s  e a r l y  d a l s  1 e t .  B u t  P h i l i p  N e l ,  d i r e c -

tor  o i  the lnst i tu te of  Sovic t  Studies,  bel ieves

the USSR has a ro le to  p lay in  fu ture negot i -

a t ions lor  an in ternal  set t lement  in  SA.  "The

current  Soviet  leadership is  ideal ly  p laced to

play such a ro le in  conjunct ion wi th other
governments.  To achieve th is ,  i t  is  not  only

necessary for  Moscow to mainta in and

A r
N e l
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*

s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  g o o d  t i e s  ç i t h  L u s a k a ,  b u t  a l s o
l o  e x t e n d  i n f o r m a l  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  d e c i s i o n -
nrakers in  Sr \ . "  I


