
Pik hints at t[trtn, ts
links with Soviets

The Star Bureau
LONDON - South Afr i-
can Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mr Pik Botha has
h in ted  tha t  Pre tor ia  i s
exploring the possibi l i ty
oí restoring diplomatic
Ì i n k s  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t
Union.

A report in the Fizan-
cial Times said the sub-
j e c t  c a m e  u p  d u r i n g  a
meeting with media cor-
respondents.

Mr Botha is reported
to have told journal ists
that the issue of restoring
diplomatic relations, bre
ken off in 1956, was "a
del icate matter which I
would rather not reply to
today - maybe at a Ìater
date".

"I f  I  say one thing i t
will be a lie, if I say a
diÍferent thing, i t  might
damage what I  hope to
achieve."

This was interpreted as
the f irst obÌique conÍir-
mat ion  tha t  Moscow's
"positive role" during the
recent Angolan peace ne-
gotiations could lead to
closer.

The Financiol Times
sa id  Pre tor ia  had Ío l -
lowed closely the recent
evolution of Soviet diplo-
m a c y  i n  A Í r i c a ,  a n d
pointed out that in De-
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