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BUILDING

A NEW LIFE

MAXIM KNYAZKOV and VLADIMIR POLYAKOV

Two sturdy figures in camouflage

uniform suddenly sprang up in front

of our car. One of them approached

us, the other stood with a finger on

the trigger of his sub-machine gun.

"Papers!" was the laconic demand.
When the soldier read through the
permit issued by the Mozambique

Ministry of Information, he looked
up with a broad smile: "So you're
journal ists from the Soviet Union!"
And it was with a smile that he

waved us on.

"Good luck!" he shouted as the car

slowly moved ahead. "And be care-
ful, you're not very far from the Rho-
desian border. Don't take anyone

on-you risk getting a bullet in your

back. Sal isbury sends in spies and

saboteurs."

We were back on the gravel road,
driving northwest from Choque
towards the small  town of Mapai.
The road led through the savannah.
Once we passed an orange grove

overgrown with tall grass. No one
had been tending it. And we saw
why: not far away from the grove

were bomb craters. There was no
one about, complete and frightening
silence, but mindful of the advice of
our Mozambique friends, we looked
about and watched the sky, for
Rhodesian air attacks were no rarity
here.

We could not help thinking how

different all this was from what we
had seen a mere f00-150 kilometres
to'the east, near the coastal areas.
u' i th their green r ice paddies, sughr-
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cane plantations, and blossoming

orchards. People were living there in
tranquillity, working, studying, rais-

ing families.

The striking contrast between this
border area and the rest of the
country is in a way symbolic of the
situation in the People's Republic of

Mozambique. It won independence
four years ago, and it is no accident
that a rifle, hoe and book are depict-
ed on its coat of arms: the country

has to fight to maintain its freedom,
work for a better future, and study
to raise cultural standards.

Legacy of Problems

The Portuguese came here way

back in 1498. They landed on an
tsland in the Indian Ocean, not far
from the northeastern tip of the
mainland. They were met by the

island's ruler, Sultan Mussa Ben
Mbiki and named the island in his

honour. Later that name, Mozam-

bique, was given to the vast territory

the Portuguese occupied in south-

eastern Afr ica,

They remained there for nearly
five centuries, exploiting one of
Africa's richest areas, eight times
the size of Portugal. And throughout
all these years Lisbon drained the
life-blood of its colony by a subtle
system of exploiting the indigenous
population, taking advantage of
tribal strife, and implanting a
powerful community of white
planters and factory owners. But
this could not last for ever, and the
armed struggle for independence
began in 1964 in the northern

districts of Cabo Delgado and Niassa,

organized and led by the Mozam-
bique Liberation Front (FRELIMO).

In June 1975 the flag of the indepen-

dent People's Republic of Mozam-

bique was raised in Lourengo Mar-
ques, the capital, now renamed
Maputo.

The young state inherited a grim

legacy of problems, and to it were
added a multitude of new ones. For
more than 200,000 Portuguese had
fled the country. And they were riot
only planters and factory owners,
but also engineers, technicians,

FRELIMO headquar te rs  i n  Mapu fo .

doctors, agronomists,

mechanics, schoolteach-

ers, lawyers, veteri-

narians. Some left be-

cause the future seemed
uncertain, others suc-
cumbed to hostile propa-
ganda which prophesied

early collapse of the new

republic. Factories that

needed hundreds of

technicians were left at

best with a few. Four

thousand large Euro-
pean-type farms were

abandoned. The peas-

ants, with their
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primitive hoes and with no knowl-

edge of modern farming or ability

to operate farm machinery, and no

marketing experience, were in no
posit ion to run them. And besides,
there was the sabotage organized
by counter-revolut ionary groups.

Machinery was wrecked in the
factories, farm equipment and seed

destroyed or burned, and catt le

slaughtered.

To make matters worse, there was

the ever-present external threat.
Mozambique's progressive foreign
policy, its effective support of libera-
tion movements in southern Africa,

brought counteraction from the

racist regimes of Rhodesia and South
Africa. Rhodesian planes fly several
bombing missions a month against
peaceful towns and villages. And the

raids have continued under the
present puppet Muzorewa regime.
Subversive groups are regularly sent
in to kill peasants, destroy villages

and drive away cattle to Rhodesia.

The damage done to Mozambique is
estimated at about $350 million a
year.

We discussed the situation with

Mario Ferro, editor of the Noticias

de Beira newspaper, shortly after the

explosion of the big oil storage depot

on the outskirts of Beira. The explo-

sion was the work of saboteurs sent
in from Salisbury, and meant a loss
of $3,000,000 to Mozambique.

"The continuous armed attacks,"
Ferro said, "have a definite political

aim, namely to force us to stop sup-
porting the Zimbabwe Patriotic

Front in its just struggle for freedom

and independence. Look at the facts.
Late last year the Zimbabwe patriots

blew up an oil storage depot near
Salisbury, now Salisbury gangs have

blown up our depot. The Zimbabwe
patriots ambushed a column of Rho-

desian troops, and now Rhodesian

commandos attacked a bus on its
woy to Beira and shot its passengers.

All this is meant as an ultimatum

by the Salisbury ruling clique: stop
supporting the Patriotic Front and
we'll leave you alone. That black-
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The ceramics faclory

one of  Mozambique's

indus l r i a l  p lan fs .

i n  U l u m b e z i  i s

most up-to-dale

mail stands no chance of success.

Our government and FRELIMO have

repeatedly reaffirmed their loyalty

to the liberation struggle in southern

Africa."

Food

Mozambique is predominantly an

agrarian country, and development

of farming and reorganization of

rural life are top priority tasks.

Peasant farming here was of the

most primitive kind and could never

rise above subsistence level. Tens of

thousands of labourers employed by

the Portuguese were left without

work. The result was a food short-

age. FRELIMO and the government

decided to set r"lp large, state-cv,'ne,l

farms and encourage "col iect ive , . , i1-

lages" and rural  c<t-operat ives.

We had a gl impse cf  i rou '  rurei i

Mozambique was changing 'when r,,rre

vis i ted the country 's  f i rs t  s tate agr l -

industrial complex in the L,irnpop<:

valley. It has 14,000 hect"ares ).r(rt

far  f rom the r iver ,  mr:st  of  the lani

being abandoned Portug' ;ese farrns.

The main crop is  r ice,  a i l lozambique

staple.  I r r igat ion canals cr isscross

the farm. The land is r,r 'orked bj'

t ractors and harvester  combines sup-

pl ied by the U.S.S.R..  " ,he G' .D.R. an,d

other socia l is t  count i ' ie ,s.  Chernical

fer t i l izers are used. So far  thrs r - r

the only farm of  i ts  k i t rd.  but  t i ie
*

e*per ience gained here ' .v i i i  set  the

pattern for  large-scale tarmrng.

Two big darns. the X'iapai ;rnd th+:

Massangero, are being erected on the

Limpopo and i ts  t r ibutary,  the Ci i -

fants, to irri8ate ant-rther 250,000

hectares.  With exist ing i r r igat ion,  the

Limpopo valley '*' i l l  in thc' n.ne-',.oc-

distant  future becorne the countr ; ' -q

pr incipal  granary.

Organization of si.ate f artns; ig

paralleled by thre settirrg up of i:r-

operative farms on land abande.rnei

by Europeans. The shift from ihi:

traditional family farrn to large-sca.le

agr icul ture is  d i f f icul t  and compiex.

It €ntails overconting nurr:berlcss

prejudices, fears, misgiving"q &Ili l

taboos,  cul t ivated over the centur ies.

The government is well av,tat'e of aii

the di f f icul t ies.  No one is  bei t tg forc-

Repa i r

comp lex

shops  a t  l he  ag ro - indus i r i a l

i n  the  L impopo  ' ra i i ey .
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ed to join the "collective vil lages."

The first one was founded three

years ago af ter  the devastat ing

f ioods in the Limpopo and Zambezi
' , 'a l leys,  when many v i l lages were al l

but  destroyed.  The government sug-

gested that they be rebuilt and the

f ie lds worked on a col lect ive basis,

and helped put  up new, b igger set-

tlements. The peasants were allotted

large tracts and supplied with mach-

inery and seed. With more concen-

trated cornmunities it was possible to

set up medical aid stations and cours-

es to teach the peasants to read and

wri te.  The advantages were soon ap-

preciated by other peasants. Indeed,

no one could remain indi f ferent  to

the fact that the Tronga "collective

vi l lage" in Sotala Province had not

only purchased a tractor and a truck,

but  a lso insta l led a power generator .

Tronga was one of the first

Mozambique vil lages to get electric

Iight.

There are now over a thousand

such vil lages with a total labour

force of  more than a mi l l ion.  Of

course, not all of them have been as

successful as Tronga. There are sti l l

many problems to solve-transport,

farm machinery, etc.-but they have

an immense potential, and this is

now understood by many peasants.

The new land law, which came

into force oh.'september 25, on the

fifteenth anniversary of FRELIMO,

is designed to strengthen the new

trends in the country's farming.

The Builders

Every day, at about 6 or ? p.m., in

a park in downtown Maputo you

wil l  f ind men and women sit t ing on

the grass facing a blackboard. They

are being taught to read and write.

It is hard to say how many such
classes there are now; at any rate,

several thousand. But there are not

eriough classrooms, and hence these'

open-air groups. They are part of the

nationwide campaign to wipe out

i l l i teracy, Jor 90 per cent of the
populat ion are i l l i terate.
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Instructors are being trained too-

there are now about 15,000 working

in all parts of the country-and more

textbooks are being put out. Minister

of Education and Culture Graqa

Machel recently told a conference in

the capital that at least 100,000 had

learned to read and write in the

initial stage of the campaign.

Primary school attendance has

risen sharply over the past few
years, from about 600,000 in 1973 to
nearly 1,500,000 at present. Teaching
people to read and write is regarded

as a vital prerequisite for training

.trational technical and administrative
personnel, to replace the Portuguese

specialists who havetfled and to run

state enterprises.

This is especially important: in

19?8, the state took over 18 major

enterprises, reorganized banking and

nationalized insurance. The offensive

against private capital is being con-

ducted with due caution, but also

with due determination. Nationaliza-

tion extends to key branches of the

economy and to enterprises whose

owners are guilty of active hostility
to the people's republic. The nation-

alization rneasures are helping to

eradicate sabotage.

We attended the opening of a ses-

siou of the People's Assemb'ly, the

supreme body of state power. Sitting

side by side in the hall were workers

and Cabinet ministers, peasants and

members of the FRELIMO Central

Committee. There was a critical,

businesslike discussion of pressing

problems and long-range plans.

We noticed this significant detail:

many of the deputies had deep scars

on their faces. In Africa this is called

scarification. The pattern of the scars

serves as tribal identification, and

Mozambique has more than a dozen

tribes. All of them were represented,

testifying to the democratic character

of the Assembly and to the new

Republic's ability to unite all its
peoples around a common aim, the

building of the new Mozambique.


