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Thc Soviet Union has no evi l
desiqns on South AÍr ica, and
wou! ,J  Ì i \e  to  sce  e  negot ia t -
cd Sct 'r lemcní ircre Ì 'cgard-
ìess oí thc cconornic sysicm
vrhich mi{ht be adqricd, the
dircc',or ol rhc SouLii  Afrìcan
Insiitu're oí IrrternationaÌ Af-
Íairs (SAIÀ), ProÍesscr ir.rhn
Barratt,  said in an inter-
vierv.

Pro{cssor Darralt  l ras just
rôüurned fronr a nine-day
visit  io l i re Soviet Union
rvltere hc anci liis wifc rvere
guests of the Afro-Asial Sol-
idari iy Comnrit tee.

I{e visitcd ìvioscorv and
Lc.ningrad, hcld cl iscussions
with off iciais of the Ministry
oI F'orcign Afiairs and thc
ccntral conrrrriitee of tire
Cornnrun is I  i ,a r ty ,  and ad-
dlcsscr. l  the Afr ir :a inst i tute,
the Inst i tutc cí \ \ 'or ld Eco-
nonric and International Re-
ìat ions, thc insi i tuie of Afr i-
can Studies, the University
of À,loscorv's Ccntre for Afri-
can and Asian Stuci ies, and
ihe Inst i tute for North
Amclican i \ Í fairs.

Professci Barrati also
held mcctings v; i ih authori-
t ies oI ihe Russian Orthoriox
Chr.iich, the ÂlYC represen'r.a-
t ive in Àloscol "and o'rhcr
various individuals".

T'he Sovicts, he said, em-
pha.r iscrl  t i ic nced for ncgo-
tia'iions hc|c bcl'rvr-.cn tlic
(ìcr i .ernmenl, the ÂÍr ican
NaiionaÌ Congress (ANC)
and al i  other pol i t ical par-
ties, "but they tiiirli the Ai\C
is the inain party".

Professor Sarratt said the
Sttvicts wcre Iii:cnly :iri'21s
of t i re economic pcr,; ; : t iaì of
thc soul l iclr :  Âf l ici i r  rcgion,
and L i r l t  i t s  íu i l  rca l i :a r ion
<icpcndccì '"o a gi'cat exter:t
on an econoÍnical ly si Ì"ong,
apart i ieid-f lee í icui i i  Afr ica.

"Therc is a sreat deal of
intcicst i i r  Soutr i  Âf l ' ica's fu-
ture becausc lnari .y Soir ict
i : ' ; , r ì i . n t i | s  ; ì F r ì , Ì , ' ì 1 ' n r r ì f , - ì C . : Ì t

off iclals rcr:ognisc ihc glcat
ecoirontic p'o' icni iai  in scui lr-
crn ÂÍr ica crncc apal ' l .heir l  is
i j ( ;oc, ; ìnd t l lcy bcl icvc l i ,ruth
riilic:.r's liealt hy ccontrìÌy

wii l  play an irnportant role
in deveioping that poten-
t ial ."

The Soviets, Professor
Barratt sai 'J, rvere not "dog-
nratic or ideoìogical" whcn
fi lcy spoke ai. ,out íhe south-
eln Alr ican i 'c.4ion, and the_v
olo not lvant i .o Dreì^cribc io
South / ' Ír icans' ivhat thcy
sh.ruld tlo i.o solvc tÌreir
probienis.

" l t  rvas very refrcshing to
taÌk io peoplc-rvho vranteã to
share, oui' pi'obierns rather
than dir: tale to us. Thcy
vi 'crc verJ'consc.ious of their
orvn probìems and did not
adopl a superior att i tude
i ikc many peoplc in i lc
Wcst.

"There was also no de-
mand that a non-raciaÌ,
dcmocratic South AÍr ica
shculd be sociaÌ isl ,  aÌthouglt
Í t  v, 'as clcar thai many of
thenr ltope ihili it rvill- be-
con.rc sociaÌis'r in iiic end."

Profcssor Barrat l  sr icl  the
Statc l)rcsirjcnt l\{r F W dc
Ii lclk harl  cl tatc:<ì great ex-
pcctat ions in i l ie Soviet

Union, and the Soviets wcre
wailing eagerly to see how
he would go about disman-
t l ing apartheid.

The Soviets "seemed
pleased with the change of
Ìeadershio" fronr Mr P W
Botha to'Mr de Klerk. but
there was st i Ì l  scepticism
about whether Mr de Klerk
wouÌd actually transform
words into action.

I{e said the release from
prison of ANC staÌwart I\[r
Walter SisuÌu and seven
other leaders wouÌd "defini-
tely have an impact in Mo-
scorv".

The director said although
the Sovicts were generally
very welÌ- inÍormed .,  on
southern Africa, the region
was not a high priority Íor
them. Insiead, they were
preoccupied with dornestic
Jlroblems.

Allhough there was "a
very healthy debate" in the
Sovict Union about. thc fu-
[ure of southcrn Africa, the
KremÌin's pol icy towards
.lhe region had not changed.
For the moment bilateral
diplomatic relations with
South Africa were out of the

. cluestion, and the' Soviet
Union would "continue to
a_pply sanctions and support
the ANC".

Contrary to popular be-
l ief,  sait l  Professoi Barrarr.
tlie Sovicts rvere exerting no
pressure on the ANC to re-
nounce violence in favour of
negotiations, since they ar-
gued that thc bal l  was in the
Govcrnmcnt's court and the

. Governnrent had tó create
condit ions conducive to ne-
gol. in t ions.

"The Soviets, however,

have made it cicar they
would welcome a negotiatcd
settÌement in South AÍrica."

Prolessor Barratt said his
impression was that the So-
vict Union's economic nrob-
lems were immense and the
conditions were worsenìng.
The Krcrnlin would thcrò-
fore not have resourccs to
"ovcr-commit ltseÌÍ to bper-
aLions anywhere in üire
world"..

GÌasnost, President Mik.
hail Gorbachev's policy of
openness, .had irreversibly
caught on in the Soviet
Union, and Professor Bar-
ratt lvas impressed by "lhe
degree oÍ ihe freedom of dis-
cussions and the opcn rvay in
which people discuss their
country and their prob-
lems".

This new mood of open-
ness was reflected in the
media, with the Soviet 'I'V

handling domestic political
debates "in a much morc
frank manner than thc
SÀBC''.

Perestroika, however, was
not as popular because of
"the immense financial diÍfi-
cult ies". The economic re-
structuring, said Profcssor
Barratt,  was not. as lhe
Western media liked to
impÌy, an acknówledgcmcnt
of lhc Íai lure of.socinl isnr.
buü a ieject ion oI the dcini-
nation.of the state of everl '
aspeçt of an individual 's l i fe.

He said there was "over-
wheÌming supporti' Íor Pres-
ident Gorbachev among acâ-
demics and inteÌlectuaìs,
even though some workers
were opposed to:his rcÍor-
mist poìicies.

"Mr Gorbachev's posilion
is quite secure; he has strong
support around him.

"I iven then, i  do not br-
lieve that, if Mr Gorbachev
rvere to be . succeedcd i.ry
someone else they would go
back on the old system.

"I bcl icve that the Soviets
have gone.too Íar (wìth gÌrrs-
nost) now," he said.

The SovieÌ Unìon, which would l ike lo see o negotiof-
ed seÍl lemenl in Souú Afr ico, is olso keen to hove
diplomotic ond economic relot ions with on oportheid-
free SouÌh A{rico. occording Ío Íhe director of the
Souíh Afr icon InsÌ; lute oí Inlernofionol Affoirs, Profes-
sor John Bcrrcf i ,  who recently visi ted the Soviet Union.

KlÀiZER h{YAïSUÊ'3,8Á spoke Ìo him.
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