
I$lllfih | 1 .iiil.lgst .i /r ,
Sovi'6t TxTie?tE worry about leaving Mozambicans to face crisis alone
BEIRA - Soviet experts being with-
drawn from Mozambique are con-
cerned about Ieaving the poverty.
stricken country while it strugsles
against spreading famine.

"l  don't  know what the Mozambicans
are going to do when we go. TheY wil l
die without us," said lgor Zhdarkin, an
interpreter with about ?0 Soviet hel i-
copter pi lots based in Beira.

"The people wear rubbish clothes
and are very hungry. .  .  they need us,"
he added.

The Soviet Government. beset with
problems at home, is turning i ts atten-
t ion inwards and paring down once-ge-
nerous aid contracts to former allies.

Moscow's assistance to Illozambique

used to total 5200 mil l ion a year but was
cut to $90 miilion in 1990 and is likely to
fall again this year.

Sergei Andreyev, lirst secretary at
Moscow's embassy in the Mozambican
capital. Ilaputo, told the London-based
Economist Intel l igence Unit (EIU):

"We have reaiised ourselves, and our
Mozambican friends see, that our re-
sources are not so unl imited as we used
to think We have to try to match our
obl igations with our possibi l i t ies."

Only 450 out of an original 750 Soviet
technical experts are left in Mozambi-
que.

The two countr ies have been review-
ing a l$year co-operation accord that
expired in i990. The new agreement,

tai lored to f i t  l toscow's straitened
means and due to t 'c ral ined early this
year, is l ikely to emphasise trade
ratherthan aid.

lltost Soviet assistance to l\laputo has
been in the form of mil i tary advisers,
hardware and technical experts, the
EIU said. The rest rvas in credits.
mostly used to buy oi l .

About 667o of the country's oil comes
from the Soviet Union. on credit but at
market prices. Mozambique started im-
port ingoi l  from the Gulfbefore Iraq in-
vaded Kuwait in August and world
crude prices soared.

Peter Simkin, head of the United
Nations Development Programme
(UNDP) in Mozambique, says Mozambi-

que's oi l  bi l l  cou,ld double in l99l to
around $150 mil l ion.

Mozambique, sapped by a bush war
against rebels covertly backed by for-
mer Portuguese settlers and private
South Afr ican groups since indepen-
dence from Lisbon in l9?5, needs oil
desperateiy.

The war with the l lozambique Nat-
ionai Resistance (MNR) has destroyed
the country's road network. making i t
necessary to fly food to millions of dis-
placed people facing starvation.

Simkin said there were between 1.4
and two mil l ion people facing famine,
and the situation could deteriorate
rapidly.

Since 198? Itozambique has shif ted

away from ltlarxrsm towards a market
economy and pol i t ica l  p lura l ism.

A Soviet  p i lo t  in  Bei ra,  whb asked not
to be named,  was scath ing about  , \ Io-
zambique's  progress despi te  years of
promot ing in ternat ional  soc ia l  ism.

Si t t ing in  a hote l  bedroom plastered
wi th p ic tures ofscant i ly -c lad g i r ls  torn
f rom a South Afr ican sot l  porn maga-
z ine,  he said:

"Look at  what  lhese people have
done s ince independence.  Thev have
taken a i l  that  was nr , ,s t  hJ i ; , .  I  bo l ic  in
the Soviet  example.  Everyth ing is  done
for  f r iends and prof iL"

The p i lo t  served in  Angola and was
in jured in  the war there.  A shel l  ex-
p loded near  h im at  Cui to Cuanavale

dur ing f ight ing between r \ngol rn
forees and thei r  Cuban a l l ies and the
South Afr ican army.

Would he l ike to  v is i t  South Afr ica.
heartland ofall he has fought agarnst in
,\frica, belbre going home?

" l  would l ike to  v is i t  the Transvaal .
go to the Orange River  and see the
home ot  the Boers.  That 's  the last  bas-
t ion of  the rvh i te  man in  . { f r ica."  he
s a r d .

Uost  eypatr ia te workers long for  the
r r  . r  ' . i h c n  {  ,  . a n  r e ( u r n  h o , n e .  b u t  Z h .
dark in and h is  Soviet  co l leagues are
not  par t icu lar iy  happy about  goi r ry .
back to a country  in  a winter  of  turmor l
wl th  mount ing nat ional ism and food ra-
t ion ing.  -  Sapa-Reuter .


