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p h e r e  t h a t  c o n j u r e s  s w e e t  m e m o r i e s  i n  t h e
minds of  many South Afr icans.
' .  L i k e .  M a p u t o ,  M o z a m b i q u e  i s  g o i n g
t h r o u g h  a  p e r i o d  o f  a s t o u n d i n g  r e s u s c i t a -
t i o n .  T h e  n e w s - s h e e t  I n v i e w  q u o t e s  f i g u r c s
r e l e a s e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  I , i a n n i n e  i j o m ,
m i s s i o n  w h i c h  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h e  c o u n l r v ' s
economy-grew by 1g.2. t t  last  year .  making i t
o n e  o f  t h e  f a s t e s t  g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  u . o r l d .
T h e  g r o w t h  t o o k  p l a c e  o f f  a  t i n v  b a s e  a n d
t h e  n e w s - s h e e t  i m m e d i a t e l y  c a s l  d o u b l  o n
the verac i ty  of  the f igures,  but  the vast
lmprovements are out  there for  evervone
t o  s e e .  S t r e e t  s e l l e r s  n o w  s e l l  c e m e n t - .  n o t
only  grotesque carv ings and rot ten f i 'u i t .

Corruption
The "chal lenges"  faced by the country

st i l l  ex is t  in  excess.  One example was pro-
v ided by sold iers on the r l res ident ia l
e s t a t e  w h o  d e m a n d e d  " b e e r  m o n e v "  f r o m
t w o  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  j o u r n a l i s t s  o n  t w o  s e p a .
r a t e  o c c a s i o n s .  I f  c o r r u p t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e
b y  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  s  o w n  s t a f f ,  w i t h i n  s i i h t  o f
t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  r e s i d e n e e .  u , h e r e - e l s e
does i t  take p lace? The answer.  o f  course,
rs everywhere.

- _ W i t h - a  1 5 0 7 r  d u t y  o n  l i q u o r  e n t e r i n g
M o z a m b i q u e ,  h o t e i i e r s  c o m p l a i n  t h e y
can' t  do otherwise than buy on the b lac i<
market  lest  they be undercut  b1 '  b lack
marketeers.

Another  concern is  that  the grorvth spur t
could largely  be a f lash in  the pan caused
by a cont ingent  of  about  7 000 UN and a id
agency of f ic ia ls  who cost  an est imated $ l -
m i t l i o n  ( R 3 , 6 - m )  a  d a y  t o  m a i n t a i n .  B u t  t h e
g r o w t h  s e e m s  t o  r e a c h  d e e p e r  t h a n  t h a t .

T h e  c i v i l  w a r  o f f i c i a l l y  d r e w  t o  a  c l o s e
two years ago fo l lowing Fre l imo s aban-
d o n m e n t  o f  a  L e n i n i s t  f o r m  o f  s o c i a l i s m
two years before that .  The countrv  was
r a t e d  o n e  o f t h e  p o o r e s t  i n  t h e  u o r l d i n c l  i t
s t i l l  i s ,  b u t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  i n d i c a t o r . s  a r e
p o i n t i n g  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  R e p o r t s
f rom the nor th say crop surp luses are f ind-
ing thei r  way to the market  for  the I ' i rs t
t i m e  i n  y e a r s .

N o w  M o z a m b i c a n s  a r e  h o p i n g  t h e  e l e c -
t i o n  d u e  t o  b e  h e l d  l a t e  i n  O c t o b e r  s o e s  o f ' t '

w e l l .  A s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  d o u b t s  u i l l  c o n -
t inue to l inger  unt i l  the resul t  is  c lear .
Everyth ing is  running behind schedule.
inc luding the regis t rat ion process.  but  the
p e a c e  h a s  h e l d  a n d  t h e  d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n
process is  proceeding.

The issue of  the moment  is  whether
Mozambique ought  to  fo l low South Afr i -
ca 's  example and est rb l ish a government
of  nat ional  uni ty ,  which the new negot ia t -
ed const i tu t ion current ly  does not  prov ide
for .  Mandela,  though quizzed on the ques-
t ion,  demurred but  managed to leave the
i m p r e s s i o n  h e  t h o u g h t  t h e  M o z a m b i c a n
government  was making a mistake.

Mandela sa id that  af ter  decades of
apar theid,  i t  was not  easy to forget  the
past ,  but  he went  on to say "we need to
learn f rom the mistakes of the past  but  rve
must  a lso learn to } ive for  the future" .

T h e  r e a s o n  w h y  a  g o v e r n m e n t  o f
nat ional  uni ty  was re jected has noth ing to
do wi th advice prov ided by advisers and
dip lomats -  who are s t rongly  but  pr ivate-
ly  in  favour  of  the idea -  and everyth ing to
do wi th power of  the hard l iners wi th in the
ru l ing Fre l imo par ty .  The hard l iners fee l
uncomfor table enough about  an e lect ion,
but  having been forced to accept  that  idea,
they were not  prepared to guarantee thei r
enemy a ro le in  the new government .

Most  observers fee l  Pres ident  Joachim
C h i s s a n o  w i l l  w i n  t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c -
t i o n  a n d  t h a t  F r e l i m o  w i l l  g a i n  t h e  h i g h e s t
number of  votes,  a l though the former re-
bel  group Renamo may get  more votes
than expected.

T h e  p o w e r  o f t h e  h a r d l i n e r s  w a s  d e m o n -
st rated in  the wrangl ing over  whether
M a n d e l a  s h o u l d  m e e t  R e n a m o  l e a d e r
Afonso Dhlakama. Al thoueh Mozambican
o f l - r c i a l s  w e r e  a w a r e  t h e  m e e t i n g  s a s
scheduled,  they made st renuous ef for ts  to
e n c o u r a g e  M a n d e l a  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  n r i n d ,
f e a r i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  w o u l d  b o o s t  R e n a m o ' s
c h a n c e s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  ( r v h e r e a s  t h e
w h o l e  t r i p  w a s  i n t e n d e d  t o  b o o s t  F r e l i m o ) .

T l p i c a l l y ,  M a n d e l a  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a  m e e t -

i n g  w i t h  D h l a k a m a  w o u l d  b e  " p r o p e r "  a n d
w e n t  a h e a d .  T h e  f a l l b a c k  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e
a n t i - m e e t i n g  f a c t i o n  w a s  t h a t  h c  s h o u l d
not  pose lor  photographers wi th lhe I ien-
a m o  l e a d e r ,  b u t  M a n d e l a  r e s i s t e d  t h i s  t o o .

More s igni l icant ly ,  in  the presence of  no
less than e ight  Afr ican heads of  s tate.  he
refused to s ign a document  establ ish ing
t h e  A f r i c a n  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  I n v c s t i e a t i o n
a n d  D e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  n r a i n
funct ion of  the Pres ident ia l  Forum for
Science Led Development  in  Afr ica.  A l -
t h o u g h ,  h e  e x p r e s s e d s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i d e a ,
he impl ic i t ly  chast ised h is  fe l lorv  Afr ican
leaders for  s ign ing verbose accords they
had not  carefu l ly  thought  out  and d id not
in tend to apply  in  both le t ter  and spi r i t .

T h e  s a m e  p o i n t  w a s  m a d e  e x p l i c i t l y  b y
Ugandan pres ident  Yower i  Museveni .  He
quoted stat is t ics on the poor  rat io  ofsc ien-
t is ts  in  Afr ica,  but  added "Afr ica specia-
l i s e s  i n  m i s e r a b l e  s t a r i s t i c s .  \ 4 ' e  a i e  t h e
wor ld leaders in  miserable s tat is t ics" .

Copy and apply
Why were sc ient is ts  so concerned u ' i th

R & D  ( r e s e a r c h  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ) ,  h e
asked.  Shouldn ' t  they be more concerned
w i t h  C & A  ( c o p y  a n d  a p p l y ) .  H e  i m p i i c i t l y
censured the sonorous speeches of  h is  fe l -
low leaders by saf  ing he-was a lways suspi -
c i o u s  o f g r a n d - s o u n d i n g  p h r a s e s .  " W h e n  I
was in  the bush.  my genera ls  would come
to me and say they in tended to at tack wi th
feroc i ty  and susta in the at tack"-

" B u t  o u r  e n e m i e s  h a v e  a i r o l a n e s  a n d
t a n k s  a n d  w e  h a v e  o n l y  g u n s . '  h e  w o u l d
reply .  "How exact ly  do you in tcnd at tack-
ing feroc iously  and susta in ing the at tack
against  a i rp lanes?".  Pomp and ceremony
were a l l  very wel l .  but  the point  was to
deta i l  the speci f ics.

Mandela and l \ Iuseveni  both belons to
t h e  s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a r r  l e a d e r s .
T h e i r  s t y l e s  c o n t r a s t  v i v i d l y  w i t h  t h e  o l d .
p o s s i b l y  p r o v i n g  t h a t  a  s t r o n g c r  u i n d  o f
change is  b lou ' ing through Afr ica norv
t h a n  t h a t  s p o t t e d  b y  B r i t i s h  p r r m e  m i n i s -
ter  Haro ld I \ {acmi l lan three c ie 'cac les aso.


