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TWELVE South  Af r i cans .  inc lud ine
two smal l  ch i ld ren .  a re  be ing  he ld  a r
gunpoint by Frel imo soldiers on al le-
gatrons of plunderrng a shipwreck of i
Maouto

The South Afr icans, al l  divers from
the Transvaal Underwater Research
Group were arrested four days ago
bi 'a Frel imo gunboar in Mozambiaue
and marched to jai l  on Inhaca Island,
25km offshore from \ laputo after sol-
diers claimed thev had "stolen trea-
sure" {rom a sunker: ship.

But the divers, who are sportsmen
not saJvagers. sav al l  they took from
the \^ 'reck were cooldrink bott les.

The prisoners, who include a two-
yearold baby, are under armed guard
on board the Richards Bay-registered
yacht Corol i ta. The srtuation rs poised

Ieased, but Al len (the skiPPer)
a n C  a n o t h e r  c r e \ 4 '  m e m b e r .
Craig Scott.  were locked uP for
t h e  n i g h t  t o  m a k e  s u r e  \ \  e
didn't  tr1' to escaPe.

"The next da1' a gunboat ar-
r ived to escort us to MaPuto.
Al len and Neal were al lowed
on the vacht to sai l  her to i \ la '
p u t o .  b u t  w e  w e r e  m a r c h e o
aboard this rust bucket.

" E v e n t u a l l Y  w e  m o o r e d  i n
M a D u t o  h a r b o u r  a n d  w e r e
o l a b e d  u n d e r  a r r e s t  o n  t h e
b o a t  W e  g o t  a  m e s s a g e
throush on  our  SSB rad io  to
South-Afr ica and a Forergn Af-
fa i rs  representa t ive  came on
board TheY have been doing
their best. but to no avai l  "

Mr Rick BaileY, father of Mi-
chael and Richard, said he had

for a diplomatic row which could chi l l
thawing  re la t rons  be tween Mozam-
bique and South Afr ica

Those held bv Frel imo are skipper
A l len  Ubsde l l .  h is  w i fe  Miehe l le ' ind
son Barry,2: Neal and Vivian Harvey
and their-son Ryan, 8; Al lan and Vicky
Stewart: Michael and Riehard Bailev:
and Cra ig  and Brent  Scot t .  A l l  a ie
from Johannesburg.

In a ship-to-shore radio interview
$'i th Weekend Argus yesterda\ '  -  one
ol the group's f irst l rnks with , 'home"
- Mr Michael Bai ley said thev were
"Ied up" with the apiarent imirctence
o l  a u t h o r i t l e s  t o  i n t e r v e n e  r n  w h a t
they cal led virtual piracy.

"We have been held Drisoners on
board for lour days over'a te*. Coke
bot t le -  rep l rcas , "  he  sa id .  "They  are
worthless; I would have thrown 

-theln

overboard i I  I  had known what has.
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sles we would go through.
"We are  no l r  Set t ing  cab in

fever. gett ing on each other's
nerves and ruri l tng out of fresh
water. Frel imo has offered us
nothing."

According to Mr Bailey, thei '
were boarded at SunPoint on
January 8 bv soldrers shouting
at them in Portuguese.

"We had been d iv ing  o f f  a
wreck  {apparent lY  ca l led  the
Danae) near Inhaca Island and
all  we'had salvaged were those
bott les. We are sPorts divers
and are onl l '  here for fun. I t 's
our annual hol idaY.

"We were herded at gunPoint
to the jai l  on lnhaca' even l i t t le
Bar ry .  F ina l lY ,  we were  re -

been phoned on FridaY about
h is  sons 'p l igh t .

"Both bovs are comPetent so
w e  a r e  n o t  u n d u ) 1 ' w o r r i e d .
We're just grateful they got a
message throuSh to us."

A spokeman for Foreign Af '
fairs yesterda! 'said they were
I o b b v i n g  f o r  t h e  S r o u P ' s  r e -
Iease l iwas  berng hand led  bY
their representative in MaPuto
who could not be contacted for
comment yesterda)"

A member of the Zululand
Yacht  C lub  a t  R ichards  BaY,
w h e r e  t h e  C o r o l i t a  i s  r e g i s '
t e r e d .  s a i d  t h e  c l u b  w a s
"amazed" the vessel had been
impounded.

"Thev were sPorts dtvers ancl
I  c a n n b t  b e l i e v e  t h c Y  w o u l d
have plundered anv wrecks as
Frel imo claimed."


