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investigating four charges
against the skipper of the
Coroilita, the yacht whicli
was  successfully  stolen
from Maputo  harbour
after Mozambican auth-
orities impounded  the
vessel fast month. t

Police spokesman Cupt
Bala Naidoo said yester-

opencd and investigations
against  skipper  Alien
Ubsdell were under way.

The charges being in-
vestigated  against  Mr
Ubsdell are: leaving
South African territorial
waters  without  permis-
sion, operating a com-
mercial business without
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a licence, not possessing a
skipper's  licence,  and
non-registration  of  the
Corolita.

Capt Naidoo said the
charges were being inves-
tigated against Mr Ubs-
dell alone and not against
any of the others who ac-
companied him.

The dossicr would he
forwarded 1o the Anor-
ney-General for o de
MOn on possible proseeu-
tnon once III\‘L‘)lIg}I“(II\.\
had  been  completed,
Capt Naidoo said.

Mr Ubsdell and two
other  crew membens
shipped nway fiom thei
guards 1a Maputo har-
bour and made their way
10 Richards Bay on the
Natal north  coust last
Wednesday night.

This followed after Mo-
sambican authoritics
found a party of divers on
the Corolita guilty of loot-
ing shipwrecks off Inbaca
Isfand. , Mr Ubsdcll ,was
deavily ined andthe Gor
rolita impounded

Hoping to contest the

fines imposcd on him and
the impounding of the
yacht, Mr Ubsdelt and
two other crew members
stayed on the Corolita un-
til their escape. The other
members of the  party
were earlier allowed to
return 1o South Africa

Mr Ubsdeit has sard 1n
media interviews that the
party went to Mozambi-
gue purcly for diving Yhe
allegations of looting the
wreeks were not true, be
mamlaincid

He decided on an es-
cape attempt believing it
o be his only hope of
Lecping  the yacli
Supit.



