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Chissano
divides
frontliË
MAPUTO - Mozambi-
que's President Joa-
quim Chissano has
b e c o m e  t h e  f i r s t
leader of a Frontline
s ta te  to  p ronounce
that South Africa's
reform process is "ir-
reversible".

The statement flies in
thc face of opposite views
held by the African Na-
tìonal Congress and other
Frontlinc leadcrs.

It could be intcrpreted
to imply that the Mozam-
b i q u e  g o v e r n m e n (
bel ievcs the t ime has
come for thc lifting of
sanclions and othcr puní-
tivc rctions takcn against
South Africa.
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Chissano made rhe
statement at a traditional
New Year rcception for
the Maputo r t ip lomar ic
corps on Friday.

T h e  p r o c e s s  o f
e l iminar ing apanheid is
í ìow " i1 ' lsysys ib le"  he
told rhe diplomats. :rnd
cal led on the Sourh A[ i i -
can govemmcnt to rapidly
rcmove rhe remaining ob.
stac les ro rhe negot iar ion

t iÂiì lset

ot  a new constr tu( ior r t l
dispensat ion.

Hc also e.rprc.sscd joy

at the rcturn ro Sourh Af-
r ica o l  the lcar ier  of  rhc
ANC. Ol iver  Tanrbo.  rnd
said he ìroped rhat man1.
other e,rilcs would soon
fo l !ow h is  examplc and
return home,

The Chissano spcech
is the first cr:rck in the
solid facade presenred by
the Frontline slatcs on rhe
South African rcÍbrm pro-
cess. ond could be a major
sctback for  rhe ANC,
which has rc l ied hcavi ly
on i ts  Al r ican a l l ies for
moral suppon as Euro-
pean ;rnd American sup
port for continucd sanc-
tions crumbles. - Sowetan
Aft'ic'a neu's Senice.


