
SOUTHAFRICA: Portuguese urith an eye oïÌ Maputo &rr, tf,fl,it ; 5
A dozen Portuguese from Madeira have been murdered tn the last few months of bloody

úolence whlch has swept through paÌts of South Afrlca. Part of the Portuguese coÍnmunlty
resldent In the Câpe (600,000 of whom 3OO,O0O aÌe from Madelra), are aheady taking the s€curlty
questlon into conslderation, and see lt as "uery worrglng." Madelra's regonal authorltles who
could not hope to cope wlth a return to the lsland of all these people, recently approached the
government In Mozamblque to suggest a solutlotÌ lnvolvlng lts counfy as â posslble host should
vlolence be exac€rbated ln South A.frlca. In December f99O, Mtguel de Sousa, vlce-presldent of
Madelra vfsfted Maputo to negotlate "d. sdfe alternatlue." Accordlng to Mr de Sousa, quoted by
Portuguese weekly E:cpresso of February 9, "the South 4ft1can gouernment has alreadg shown
lnterest ln thts approach," At the beglnnlng of February, the pre.sldent of the autonomous reglon
of Madeira, Alberto Jaoa Jardlm met the Mozamblcan minlster of forelgn affalrs, Pascoal
Mocumbl, and planned to acmmpany, a delegation oí MadelÍa businessmen to South A.frica and
Maputo ln May.

I.O.N.- Portuguese people liuing in South Africa rnaA thus become uectors of South African
inuestrnent strateqv in Mozambique. Unless thq haue alread,y become an obstatle to the South
African Blacks' projects for social ad.uancement. Many of these uiles are in fact middle men in
trade circles which puts them in situations of immediate contact with the blach populnüon and its
frustrations. But the idea of their finding a possible home in Mozambique will meet with the
opposiüon of the bla.ck "integrists" who are uery well represented anxong Mozambique's poliücal
leaders (ION N"450). A senüment of this kind rnay be shared with sonxe elements of the Rena.mo.
With the possibility of elecüons in the not too distant future, this rnouernent is being careful to
erase the role of former Porhryuese colonials and Rhodesiqn military in its creaüon. And this to
the extent that it has recently stopped using the emblem, which was similar to that used in the past
by Jorge Jardim to promote the intage of colonial Mozambique.


