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RrcHEs Acnoss Tne SEA
Portugal is
looking to her
former colonies,
as a market rather
than a supplier.
Sian Griffiths
reports

Edi te was s ix  when her  nr ixed-race
farnily fled the civil war in Angola for
Pol tusal .  She was 1J when she star ted
work ãs a maid -  one of  the hundreds
who make up Por tugal 's  shocking chi ld
labour  s tat is t ics.

Norv she is  21 and work ins in
Loi l , l . rn  i ìs  an Au p i l i r  for  an Engl ish
fanrily with strong Portuguese connec-
tlot'ìs.

Fiftecn years after Angola gained
indeoendence,  the "Afr ican Ques-
t ion"  is  once again on the l ips,  not  only
of the 700,000 refugees who escaped
the carnage,  but  of  thousands who see
ol ìp( Ì Í tun i ty  in  the minera l - r ic l t  fornter
colorr ics of  Angr- r la  and Mozambique.

Iìor, with the inrnrinent possible
endins of  the c iv i l  wars which have
wrackéd both countries since the mid-
1970s,  the i r  natura l  weal th is  once
more a suhject  for  d iscussion.

Danie l  Reiss,  a  Por tuguese journal -
is t  says:  "The Por tuguese have a lwavs
had a tendency to work abroad.  They
have also aÌways had a tendency to
Iook towards the sea, rather than
inland t<lwards Europe. Portuguese
poetry  is  a l l  about  ex i le ,  d is tance,  the
sea. ' l 'hese days there are people who
th ink Por tusal 's  economic fu ture is  in
Europe,  the EEC. But  there are many
more who know i t  l ies in  Afr ica,  in  our
former co lonies."

It nright seern paradoxical that coun-
tries treated batlly by a colonial power
should turn.  a f ter  indeoendence is
grar ì tcd arrd the going géts. tough.  to
that  sarne source for  puidance and
advice.  Yet ,  in  Angola,  a t  least ,  Por-
tugal  has p layed a ro le in  contr ibut ing
to the peace process.

Por tugal  is  now act iug as a mediator
in  negot ia t ions between the Marx is t
MPLA government  (once under-
o inned by both Cuba and the USSR)
ãnri the Sôuth African backed UNI'l 'A
rebels .  Talks are being held in  L isbon
in the presence of Portuguese Secret-
ary of  State Durgõ Barroso and opt im-
isr í  is  r rorv gr , - ,wì-ng that  hoth s ide.s wi l l
agree to a genera l  e lect ion in  1991.

ln  Mozarnbique thc ru l ing socia l is t
I rRt .L lMO par ty  has recent ly  put  in
l l lace a co l rs l i tu t ior t  which pernr i ts
h r r r l t r - p a r t y  p o l i l i c s  i r r r d  a  n t i x ã d  e c o -
nomv.  Nesot ia t ions rv i th  the rehcl
nef . íRMdgroupings r re now porn(-
ing to r ì  rea l  prospect  < l f  an end to the
deadlv civil war wlrich lras caused
thousant ls  of  deaths,  not  only  f rom
f ight ing l ru t  a lso f ronr  l tur tgcr .

I r r  both Í t . r r rner  co lot t ies t thservers
say that  one t r igger  has been the end of
the Cold Wal  and the subsequent
wi thdrawal  of  Soviet  and Cuban a id.
As in  Eastern Eurone the socia l is t
governmÈnts of  Anfo la,  Mozanrbi -
<rue.  Cabo-Verde.  Guinea-Bissau and
Sãotorne e Pr inc ipe are changing.  For
reasons of  in ternal  development  a
proces-s is  tak ing p lace which is  leading
awav lrotì.ì soclallsnl.

Bút  Plofessor  Alexandre Pinhei ro-
Tores,  chai r  o f  Por tuguese and Braz- i -
ì ian Studies zr t  the Univers i ty  of  Wales
Col lcse of  Card i f f .  savs that  the fact
that  Pïor tugal  has p layêd a par t  in  the
changeover  is  not  so ext raord inary.
For  a s tar t ,  Por tugal  now is  very
di f fcrcnt  f rorn the cnlonia l  Dower
w h i c h  r u l e d  t h c  A f r i c : r n  c o l o r r i é s .  I n -
deed i t  was the Por tuguese Revolut ion
of  1974,  br ing ing to an end 50 years of
d ic tatorship in  Por tugal ,  which pre-
c io i la ted the re lease of  the former
colonies.

" P o r t u g u e s e  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  l a n -
suase in  hoth Angola and Mozarn-
Ëiu, ï " .  

' the i r  
leader i  were et lucatcd in

Poi tuguese univers i t ies.  Now they are
sayin[ they want  the Por tuguese back
to re launch thei r  econol t t ics .  The rca l
paradox is that they want the poorest
èountry in the EECio help therir. They
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know we do not really have the capital
to  invest ,  never theless,  somehow, we
are the only  people they are wi l l i r rg  to
d e a l  w i t h .  f h e v  s e e m  t u  t h i n k  t h e t
Portugal is the íeal platfornr for them
to get  hc lp f rom the EEC, a sor l  o f
Iaunching pad to develop t l le i r  eco-
norn ies."

However nr is tu ided th is  convic t ion
- as Professor 

-Pinheiro-'I 'ores 
adtls,

Europe has enough to do to sort out
the problems arising frorn the collapse
of  the I ron Curta in -  Por tusal  has i ts
own reasons for  warr t ing to pãr t ic ipa ie.

For  years Por tugucse fore igrr  nr in is-
ters have talked about the "moral
responsib i l i ty"  EEC states have in
help ing Afr ìcan countr ies rebui ld  the i r
economies -  s iven the h is tor ic  ro le
Europe p layet- f  in  co lonis ing the cont i -
n e n t .

Another  mot ive nray be the minera l
wealth of both countries. Professor
Pinheiro-'I 'ores says: "Angola has
d i a m o n d s ,  o i l ,  n r i t t c r a l s .  Y o u  n l r m e  i t ,
Angola has i t .  Ì t  is  a  very very r ich
country .  For  Por tugal  i t  is  absolute ly
fundamenta l  that  we have sonrc l< ind
of  econonr ic  roÌe in  the b ig spaces of
Afr ica.  Put  together  Angola and
Mozambique are bigger than Western
E,urope.  "

At  present  at  least  four  nr i l l ion
Portuguese rvork abroad.  Cynics joke
that the seconrì largest cily in PortuÉÌâl
is  Par is ,  for  rv i th  a Por tuguese popula-
t ion est i rnated at  around a mi l l ion,  i t
eas i ly  outst r ips Oporto.

" l  th ink that  r Ì Ìost  Por tuguese l iv ing
and wor l< ing abroad say that  i f  one day
these Afr ican spaces are again opened
to us they rvoul tJ  go there.  ì 'hey th ink:
'F lere in  France,  Germany,  South
Afr ica.  we are t reated l ike d i r t  *  there
we would be t reated l ike lords." '  savs
Plofessol  P inhei ro-Tores.

He recal ls  the wave of  immisrants in
| 975/7Ér who fle<.1 A ngola for Pbrtugel.
"'l 'here was a lot of resentnìent on both
s ides.  We cal led those retunì ins rpr t í r -
rndos,  noï  a n ice name, becauie they
lef t  c lu tch ing everyth ing they could -
cars,  money,  b i ts  of  furn i ture."

"On thei r  s ide t l tey were angry at  t l ìe
governmerì t .  Why d id i t  g ive inde-
pendence to the colonies wi thout  f i rs t
so lv iug the econornic  problems of
those wlro would be d iso laced?"

T h e  7 U 0 , ( l ( t 0  s e t t l c r s ' r e t u r n i n g  t o
Portugal  (many wl t i te  Por tugucse in
or ig in)  were houscd at  the qovern-
me-nt 's  expense,  in  hote ls  anõguest-

houses.  But  the res ident  populat ion
feared comoetition for iobs. "The
retonrados would oass in their cars. We
could see by the iegistration numbcrs
t l ìa t  they were not  f rom Portugal .  l f
they were from Portugal there was an
A pref ix ing the number p late,  an M for
Mozambique."

But deloite frustration on both
sides, according to the professor, racist
incidents were rare. "After five or six
years they fount l  jobs,  s tar ted snack-
bars,  restaurants,  businesses,  they in-
ter-married. The situation resolvetl
i tse l f .  "

Edite says it is now, as unemploy-
ment  again threatens to r ise wi th the
recession.  that  rac isrn is  s tar t ing to rear
i ts  ugly  head.

Now, wi th the openi r rg up again of
possib i l i t ies in  Afr ica,  the quest ion of
ibe retonmdos is again surfaõing. "You
see they are s t i l l  wai t ing for  the
AngolaniMozambican governments to
conìDensate them for  the i r  lost  houses.
factdr ies,  farms.  

' l 'he 
f i rs t  th ing those

governments d id when they got  inde-
pendence was nat ional ise a l l  th ings
Portuguese.  So they th ink that  the
P()r tuguese pres iderr t  or  pr i rne min is-
ter may be able to discr.rss terms of
comperrsat ion when the c iv i l  wars
come to an end."'I 

here are powelful pressures urging
Portucal  towards Afr ica.  The coun-
t ry 's  fü ture has been bound up wi th the
cont inent  for  so long a complete break
would be a lmost  unth inkable.  But
equal ly .  a  s t lengt l ren ing of  the t ies r ìow
seems âs l ike ly  as c loser  bonds wi th
Europc.- I 'he 

f i rs t  candi t ia te to  s taÌ ìd  i ìsa inst
t l re  Por tuguese d ic tator  Sal i rzar  was a
former mïn is ter  of  the coÌonies.  Por-
tusâl  has been i r r  Af r ica s ince the 15th
century

Danie l  Reiss says:  " l f  the Por tu-
guese economy is  going to take of f  in
the 1990s tlre connecticrn has to be
Afr ica.  From Europe we can buy
soods and serv ices.  But  to  se l l  i t  has to
6e Afr ica."

And so for  next  year 's  genera l
e lect ion in  Por tugal  a l l  the pol i t ica l
par t ies know that  the Afr ican card is  of
great  l rnpor tance.

" I f  there is  a senera l  e lect ion in
Ansola next  year  ãnd i f  UNI 'L{  wins
the-Socia l  Dêmocrats rv i l Ì  benef i t  in
Por tugal ,  i f  the MPLA wins,  i t  wi l l  be
good for the Socialists," predicts
Í)aniel Reiss.
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