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There is no secret that Lisbon as a base for
, the nNn is second in importance only to

' South Africa itself. From Lisbon, MNR
,i Secretary for Western Europe Evo Fer-

$randes 
'( formerly 

an agent of dictator '
'h'Salazar's secret police, the etoe) trumpets'
' :MNR claims to the world. From Lisbon, the
.. 'head of the MNR's Foreign Relat ions Depart-.  .'ment, 

Guideon Mahluza, announced in
. August that he was heading a delegation to

i,four Western European countnes ln search ,
i. of arms supplies (though there is ho evidence .

" that he ever-left Portugal). The Hlun mingles
;,hapbily in the shadowy world of the Por-
l  : tugueie extreme right and embittered
, Mozambican exiles. They seem to have no

. difficulty in acquiring Portuguese passports'

,: 
' 

, Eeually, Lisbon has been a key point in

:i'conspiraCies against Angola. The latest of

., :these, codeuamed "Operation Kubango,"
,',Was uncovered in great detail by the Por-

:. luguese weekly magazine Expresso. lt in:

, volved a double inVasion of Angola, froni
, .Namibia and Zaire, t imed to coincide with
' an attempt from within the ruling unla'-

, Workers'' Party to overthrow the govern-

ir'iiii'ent ln I-uanda.
' All this was most embarrassing for the
.,:Portueuese Government of Francisco Pinto
i Balretiao which, despite its conservative
hdomestic pol icies, had been di l igently pursu-

ling better relatiqns with Mozambique and
, Aneola.
. ,  dn September 2l-22, a summit was heid

in Praia, capital of Cape Verde, of the
, : H e a d s  o f  S t a t e  o f  a l l  f i v e  f o r m e r
,,:Portuguese colonies in Africa - and in a
:: final. communiqu6 they gave Portugal a
: i  heavv hint that i t  was about t ime con-
: ispirai ies in Lisbon were brought to an
'end.

, ,'' A week later it became known that Lisbon
. had responded. A police investigation into
,: the activities of Evo Feinandes was under-
.: way (and Operation Kubango was already
. .under investigation). But although Fer-
: nandes is the most vociferous vNR member
: in Lisbon, he is far from the only one - yet

it soon became ciear that the investigation' 
was aimed solelv at Fernandes and that he

rr aiA not seem particularly concerned about it.
ri;suspicion has therefore grown that the
li,Lituon authorities have only moved reluc-
i tantly and intend doing the bare minirnrlm
,' .:necessary to retain some credibility"

Portueuese Ministers have, however;: '
- hastened-to assure the Mozambican Govern-

ment that thev will not tolerate the use of
:Portugu.s. soil for the plotting of hostile
acts "against friendly countries." Dioso
Freitas 

-do 
Amaral, Portugal's Defence

' 
Minister, was al. great pains to make this
clear in an interview on Radio Mozambique
AlvZrro Cunhal, general secretary of the

'powerful 
Portuguese Communist Party, has

denounced the government's attempts to
:establish better relations with the former
colonies as nothing but hypocrisy - the
government was pledging friendship with
,Mozambique and Angola, but was waiting
for a chance "to plunge a dagger' in their
backs. " '

Mozambique d id  no t  take  such a
pessimist ic view of the possibi l i t ies of co-
operation with the Pinto Balsemao govern-
nient, r ight-wing though i t  undoubtedly was.
Indeed, Maputo is going .ahead.",with the
most sensitive and conlroversidl form of co-
operation - in the mil i tary;f ield. This was
discussed' du rin g Pinto . gals.ennaols-'visit to-
Maputo in Juni last:yqar.]Af .$e.rend of

October Mozambican""D6fence Minister
Alberto Chipande travelled tb- Portqgal at

the invitation Cf Freitasdb'Amaral; : -
The forms of co-oper.dtipn envisage-d are

fairly modest. Both countries have ruled-'out
Portuguese troops being'sentr !o Mozqm-
bique. Under discussion is the supply of light
weaponry  and un i fo rms,  unspec i f ied
Iogistical support and the training of some
Mozambican officers in Portuguese miiitary
inst i tut ions.

But the political significance of this is
immensb. It means that Mozambique has a
friend - albeit'not perhaps a fully reliabie
one - inside the Nero alliance. lt also
means that Mozambique's non-alignment
has to be taken seriously: the rapprochement
with Portugal makes it difficult to dismiss

Mozarnbique as a Soviet stoqge.
The prospect has alarmed South Africa.

When,  in  June;  For tuguese Pres ident
Ramalho Eanes, on his own initiative, sent a
small consignment of arms to Mozambique,
the pro-governmeqt English language paper
T'he Citizen (usually regarded as the voice of
the  South  Af r i can  secu i i t y  serv ices)
headlined a major article "Portuguese guns
against the West" '

Repeatedly Pretoria tries to present the
conflict in Southern' Africa in cold war
terms, with itself cast in the roie as defender
of the West's strategic minerals from
imminent takeovei by the Soviet Union. But
a  Mozambicar r '  m i l i ta ry  a l l iance w i th
Portugai, even tt''a low level, is in'glaring
c o n t r a d i c t i o n : : w i t h  P r e t o r i a ' s  c r u d e
demonology. :

On past shorying the l',tNn and its South
African patrons could weli respond to
Chipande's visit' to Lisbon with further
se iec t ive  te r ro r ism aga ins t  Por tuguese
citizens living arid working in Mozambique.
It remains to be Seen whether such blackmail
will lead the Portuguese Government to
waver in its policy towards Mozambique o
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