lass expulsions’
:&m %ﬁg&pw@ —
Lisbon fies

LISBON, Sunday.
PORTUGALs Foreign
Mimister, Dr Jose Me-
deiros  Ferreira, was
quoted as  describing
relations with its form-
er colvony of Mozambi-
que as  lense  and
difficull as a result of
alleged  mass  expul-
sions  of  Poriuguese
nationals.

In an interview  with the
independent left-wing
weekly bxpresso, he made
clear Portugal was not pre-
pared to ratily its co-ope-
ration agreements with
Mozambigue so fong as the
security of Portuguese citi-
zens and properiy there
was not assured

Dr Ferreira’s remarks came
as an outcry grew in the
Portuguese Press over the
plight of & new wave of re-
fugees expelied from Mo-
zambigue for “trading
nationality.”

So far about 2,000 refugees,
mainly of mixed race or
Asian or Chinese descent,
have arrived at Lishon air-
P(’Ff since an (H'(n(‘l' bast
month by President Samora
Machel  that  peaple who
had opted agamst Mozam-
bican nationaliiy after inde.
pendence must  leave  tha
country.  Many  more are
aweiting transport.

A Portupaese  government
official said recently he ex-
pected about 15,000 people
to be affected by the order
Despite a reported  indefi-
nite extension of a May 16

veadline, refugees are still
arriving here at the rate of
more than 100 a day. Most
have no links with Portu-
gal end are penniless,

In his interview with Ex-
presso, Dr  Ferreira said
Portugu!l  rad been taken
by surprise by the Moza-
mbican decision. “We were
faced with an uccomplished
fact,” he added

He said he nad immediately
put the case before the
United Nations High Com-
mission for Retugees., and
described the situation as
similar to  the position
adopted by {Uganda some
years ago when Asians
were expelled.

“We consider it a matter of
an act of vislence which
Creates a situation which
only the nternational com-
munity can recolve,” the
foreign muiister said.

He said there had been
considerable confusion over
the issue. Some provincial
governors . Mozambiqgue
had interpreted the expul-
sion  order e aarsnly
than others, and it was
tmpossible 10 <ay exactly”
how nmany  people were
atfected,

Portugal has several thou-

sand  civil servants  and
other  experts working
under  contract with the
Mozambican  government,
They are expected to re-
turn when the  contracts
expire nexy menth, swell-
g the total ot about
700,000 Portuguese  who
kave returned from the
former colonies since inde-
pendence, — Reuter.



