
Mass exodus as Angola's
economy breaks down
The sound of shoot ing in Luanda has been replaced by the sound of
hammering as Portuguese try ing to leave the country pack their
belongings in wooden crates. CARYLE MURPHY reports f rom Angola.
THE tremendous shock to Angola 's
economy caused by the polit ical revolution
in the country shows up in small rvays as
well as major ones. There are long lines flor
bread - many days there has been no
bread. Potholes in the srreers go unrepaired.
"NAO HA TABACO" s igns greet  d is-
appointed smokers.  Smoulder ing f i res on
street corners burn uncollected rubbish.
The market  is  hal f  empty,  lacking rnosr vege-
tables and Í ru i ts .

There are long l ines to buy sui tcases and
people have spent whole nights in l ines
rvaiting Í'or traveì agencies to open in order
to buy t ickets to Portugal .

Most  of  those leaving had no intent ion
of  doing so last  January when the Transi-
tion4f Governmerìt took power. But with the
spreading of the war to urban centres all
over Angola, the whites clon't feel secure
enough to stay.

The s i tuat ion is  a compl icatecl  or ìe.
Lisbon has cÌragged its feet organising a
serious airl ift to evacuate the 200,000 whires
who want to leave by Novernber I l.

In August, frustratecl Portuguese formecl
the Front of Organised Portuguese
Repatr iates (FORP) to pressure the govern-
ment {'or more transport back to Portugal.

An ai r l i f t  involv ing US, West Gerrnan,  and
French planes as wel Ì  as t ì rose o[TAP, which
wi l l  t ry  to t ransport  3,000 people in l2 to l5
planes dai ly ,  is  supposed. to begin short ly .
Since June an average of frve planes daily
have taken out  over 25,000 people.  Approxi-
mately the same number have gone by their
own llìeans.

Other Portuguese have fled overland to
Namibia.  In Sa da Bandeira,  they s lept  on
mattì 'esses on the ground, in cars and in
rents ins ide the Portuguese barracks whi le
thev rvaited for permission frorn the libera-
tion rnovementi to pass the borcler. They
had few possessions wi th them.

They were vcry bitter. One man said,
"Colonia l is t  that  I  am, I  ìeave Angola where
I was born 45 years ago with only my car,
my rvifè and children and trvo suitcases".

The souncl  o[  shoot ing in Luanda has
been replaced by the souncl of harnmering.
Wooden crates are made overnight - at
$100 per cubic meter.  But  in the port ,  crares
are pi led so high and are moving onto boats
so s lowly that  no Ínore are being al lowed
onto the docks for  the t ime being.

Port productivity has not becorne any
better and rnany Portuguese are aÍiaid they
rviÌl never see their crates or cars again. One
man reportedlv hribed dockers to the tune
oÍ '  30,0d0 etc,rdot  ($ 1,200 o f f ic ia l  rate)  to ge r
h is car on the next  boat .

Al though the government has cr i r ic ised
the Portugtrese for leaving, accusing them
of '  "economic sabotage",  and has
guaranteed c iv i l  senants pensions and other
Íi inge beneÊts if they opt for Angolan
nat ional i ty ,  a lmost  a l l  prefer  to return to
Pcrrtugal, taking a 5O% cut in salary. Many
say they rvil l return when the war is over.

By independence 300,000 of  the
est imated 400,000 Portuguese in Angola
rv i l l  have leÍ ì .  Because the Portuguese did
not  bother to t ra in many blacks in sk i l led
and semi-ski l lec l  . jobs,  their  departure wi l l
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be keenly felt. Offices are half ernpry. Things
which break down cannot be repaired.
Trucks are not  br inging in produce.  bn the
other hand, th is s i tuat ion al lows the blacks
to move up. A year ago there were practic-
ally no black tari drivers and now they are a
comrnon sight.

Cars with empry gas tanks were lined up
l'or days at gasoline stations in August when
lüel ran out. The PETROANGOL refrnery
which supplies the rvhole country was shut
down for a rnonth due to a frerce battle
berween FNLA and MPLA at a nearby
fitìeenth century fort. One storage tank with
diesel rvas hit, and brrrned.

The government bought a tanker-fulÌ of
Íirel to alleviate the situation until the refin-
ery started up again. The oil companies
orclered the tanker to proceed to Luanda at
a snail 's pace until the letters oI credit were
confirmed in New York. Confidence in the
Angolan Government is not very high these
days.

Overland travel is risky and in some
places, impossible except by military escort.
The vital Luanda-Nova Lisboa road is con-
tro l led by MPLA and UNITA. Nei ther lets
supplies pass to the other's territory. There
is no overland traffic from Luanda to the
northern district of Uige. Truckers who had
gone far in planning a caravan of 2,500
trucks which would go overland to Portugal
weÌ'e opposed by both the Portuguese and
the liberatioÍì movements. The latter set up
roadblocks in the south to prevent the cara-
van Íì 'om leaving. In the face of this opposi-
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t ion,  the t ruckels decided to break up
Bo on their  ou'n:  rnany got  through
bolder'.

One of  Zambian president  Kenneth
Kaunda's n ightmares -  paralys is of  the
Benguela Rai lway -  has hãppened. MPLA
took contro l  of  both ends of  the l ine and
UNITA controls rhe cenrre. Zambia has had
fmergency meetings rvith mining and rrans-
port officials to work out an alternative way
to get her copper out to the sea.

The dreariest places in Angola are rhe air-
ports. They are plasrered rvith propaganda
graffitri and peèting posrers. 

'Crorvãs 
of

peopÌe, waiting for l ifts on porruguese Air
Force planes or  for  avai lable c l rar tãr  p lanes,
rvait days and nights, sleeping on foam
Ínattresses in the airports, private com_
panies r.r'on't fìy to the north but for the
dme being,  a i r  t raíËc conr inues benveen
Luanda and tl 're central and southern areas.

Employees favourable to MpLA ar the
[ngoÌan airl ine, TAAG, are boycotting
flights lrom Kinshasa and Carmona as a
proresr against  FNLA. One of  TAAG's
lriendships was hijacked by FNLA in
Àugust .

;  Commercia l  acr iv i ry is  l imping along.
Credit sales are pracrically nil Lrur over-rhe-
tounter sale s have increased due to the
i,igh.r purcÌrasing power of the black
Angolans. Firms like Nogeira rvÌrich have

been in Angola for over 30 years are sril l
import ing merchancl ise btr t  rheir  suppl iers
are more and more urìeasy about the bank-
ing  s i rua r ion  in  Ango la .

Back in May the three l iberar ion move-
ments decided'on a bank pol icy for  Angola
in which rhe srate would have 5l%. When
FNLA and UNITA abandone<l the govern-
ment,  MPLA threw th is out  the winclãw and
nat ional ised the banks.

Bank directors were callcd to the Gover.n-
ment Palace one af ternoon and to ld that
their jobs had been raken over by govern-
ment acìministrative committees. fhey were
al l  inv i ted to be part  of  the new commirrees.
Whi le the Finance Ministry was advis ing
them o[ . th is,  pol icemen wi th machine guns
occupied the banks much ro the surpr ise of
ernployees who did nor krÌow *hat wus
happening.

There are rwo banks in Angola with non-
Portuguese outs ide capi ta l  :  the di rector  of
Banco Tot ta Standard (4OÁ Standard)
hast i ly  lef t  the counrry,  but  the di rector  of
Banco Inter  Unido (50% Ciry Corp.  of  New
York),  Mr.  Alan Wi l l ianrs,  *or  noi  so lucky.
When he tried ro ger on a plane for
Windhoek a few days later ,  MpLÀ arrested
hirn and put  h im r-rnder f ixed residence for
48 hours.

They accused Will iams of leaving rhe
country rv i th bank records "c landest inely, ' ,
i .e.  rv i thour te l l ing the new administrar ive
commit tee.  Wi l l iams had photocopies of
some bank records in his suitcase and when
they íbund nothing missing in the bank they
aì lowed Ì r im ro leave Ansola.

The Finance Ministd resrr ic ted personal
rv i thdrawals to 20,000 escudos ($8OO) per

month to hal t  the panic drain on the banks
and to conrrol thã black market which is
approaching scandalous l imirs.  In Nova
Lisboa, 1,000 Portuguese escudos br ings
10,000 Angolan escudos.  The dol lar ,  usual ly
25 escudos, runs berw€en lZ0 and 100.

Dr.  Vasco Viei ra de Almeida,  rhe porru-
pçuese Economic Minister in the Angolan
transitional government has warned that
Angola is  approaching a f inancia l  break-
oown.

The cof fee crop of  1975 is 50% lost ,  but
plentiful stocks which are locared 90% in the
Luanda area will be able ro cover demand
wel l  into nexr year.  The 1977 supply how-
ever, rvil l clepend on rhe war. Righi now the
ma.ior coffee producing area is in the hands
of FNLA. There is  nor enough labour ro
take care of the coffee because"traditionally
it rvas the sor-rtherners who came in droves
to work the coffee. They are no longer com-
i rg .

If ' a stalemate develops and Angola is
div ided for  many monrhs into 1976, then
Angola's second largest revenue-getter will
suffer the consequences for many years.

While many rowns in the interior are with-
out any vital services and even without food,
Luancla is  running fa i r ly  wel l  s ince the f ight-
ing stopped here. MPLA has turned its
efforts jn the ciry to encouraging the people
to work. "To produce is to resisr" iì ttreir
s logan.

I f  UNITA holds our in the centraÌ
h ighlarrc ls,  they could pur a stra in on
Luanda's food supply bui  the our look now
is that  by November,  MPLA wi l l  dominate
the whole counrry.
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