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EC.ACP: SECRETARY GENERAL

Almost unnoticed, the African-Caribbean-
Pacihc (ACP) group has chosen a new
secretary-generai. He is Ghebrav Berhane,
Ethiopian minister of planning. former
ambassador to Brussels and. more recently, co-
chair of the European Communiry (EC)-ACP
joint assembly.

The unseating of the Trinidadian
secretary-general. Edwin Carrington. came as
no surprise as it had been clear on his election
in 1984 that the ACP's African majonty would
not allow a non-African more than one term in
office. It nevertheless took an all-night session
and four rounds of voting for Berhane to be
elected at the end of October. This means
some of the 45 African members drd not
initially vote for him, despite his official
endorsement by the Organisation oí African
Uni ty summit  in July

The election has strained ACP solidarity
and Berhane has much fence-mending to do.
Preoccupation with the election aiso led to a
lack of preparedness fbr the crucial joint

council meeting the nexÌ day. This broke up in
disarray, Disagreement was osÌensrbly about
the package offered by the EC inroiving
concessions on trade terms and the strbex
system. But observers believe this was a
means of buying time. There was aiso sti l l a
gap on the question of the iìnancia.l tag to be
attached to Lomé IV. European Commission
otficials have proposed 12,000 mill ion
European Currency Units (Ecust as against
8.500 mn. currently. But EC member states
are unwill ing to go beyond 9.5ff) mn. Ecus,
while the ACP is pressing for 15.000 mn.

France. which now holds the EC Council
presidency. is sti l l hoping to sign Lome before
i ts  posi t ion expires on 3l  December.


