
President Chissano in
Brussels : peace, cooper-
ation and reconstruction
for Mozambique

The President of the People's
Republ ic of  Mozambique, Joaquim
Alberto Chissano, paid an official
v is i t  to Belgium and the Commission
of the European Cornmunities frotn
l5 -17  March .  The v is i t ,  wh ich  took
p lace  a t  the  inv i ta t ion  o f  Baudou in .

King of  the Belgians. provided an
opportuni ty for  d iscussions with
members of the Belgian Government,
and with Belgium's Pr ime Minister
Wil f r ied Martens in part icular.

The discussions with the Belgian
authorit ies focused on improving and
expancling bil irteral cooperation.

President Chissano also made his
first oÍflcial visit to the Comrnission
and ACP House. where he wits most

warmly received by his hosts. At the r
Comrnission, he held talks with Presi-
dent Jacques Delors and Vice-Presi-
dent Manuel Marr in,  who is responsi-
ble for Development and Fisheries,
and with various top offìcials.

Mozambique (see Country Report
in No I  14) has a nnmber of  ser ious
economic diff iculties to cope with,
most of which stem from the polit ical
problems of Southern Africa and the
internal instabil ity occasioned by the
RENAMO. the anti-Government
movement.

President Chissano asked the Com-
munity to " play an active part in
changing the si tuat ion "  in th is part  of
Africa, particularly as regards the
anti-apartheid campaign and the
forthcoming Namibian independence.

When i t  came to economic cooper-
at ion wi th the Community,  the ta lks
ranged over the search fbr solutions
ro rhe debt of  the ACP States in
general and those of Southern Africa
in particular and the future of ACP-
EEC relat ions wi th the Sinsle Market
of 1992.

The Commission also promised to
provide Mozambique with a substan-
tial amount of food aid --sornethine
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l ike 80 000 tonnes of cereals worth
ECU 28 nr, as against the ECU 25 m
of  1988- in  1989.

The Community again confirrned
that it was wil l ing to provide financ-
ing to back the transport projects (the
Nacala, Beira and Limpopo Corri-
dors) which are so important to the
dcvelopment of the landlocked coun-
tries in this region.

It will also be helping to fìnance the
economic recovery prograrnlne, pro-
viding emergency aid especially for
refugees (there are almost a million in
Malawi, Zimbabwe and Swaziland),
and assisting with the civil protection
of development projects. Community
support wil l also aim at reducing the
harmful social effects of structural
adjustment.

At a press conference at the end of
the visit, President Chissano reaf-
fìrmed the need for cooperation
between the European Cornmunity
and Mozambique. He insisted on
cooperat ion and "  not a id " ,  l ie said.

On the subject of the polit ical situ-
ation in the region, the Presiderrt told
journalists that he himself had sug-
gested to P. W. Botha. the South Afri-
can President, that the USSR be
involved in any negot iat ions.  a long
with the USA. If. as some sources
suggested, the superpowers were
indeed to hold such a meeting on
peace in Southern Africa. then he
personally would be very pleased,
because, when he had made his sug-
gestions, the psychological conditions
were not right and he had not been
" officially followed ".

The President mentioned economic
sanctions against South Africa, saying
that the cit izens from his country
" down South African mines were no
reasorì " not to take such sanctions
against Pretoria. " To use the pre-
scnce of these Mozarnbican workers
in South Afi ' ica not to apply eco-
nornic sanct ions u 'ould be a pretext  " ,
Mr  Ch issano sa id .

Thc Hcad of  State adrni t ted that
his country could rvcll suffer from the
economic sanct ions against  South
Afr ica" but he thought that  i t  rvould
givc higlrer meaning to the sacrif ice of
thc people of  Mozambique i f  the
sanct ions led to the end of  apartheid.
Hc also said that hc tvas " frustrated "
at  the Community 's approach to Pre-
to l ' i i r .  a l though "  no l  d isappo in ted  " .
becausc he did not despair  of  seeing
the Twelve get more involved in fur-
ther act ion against  apartheid.

At ACP House

Joaquim Chissano also answered
quest ions about his country 's pol i t ical
and administrat ive organisat ion.  The
institutions were being reformed, he
said, to make them more efficient.
One of  the important th ings here was
creat ion of  the job of  Pr i rne Minister,
although, for the moment, he added,
there was no room for a multiparty
system yet.

Before this, the President had been
to ACP House, where he was received
by the Committee of Ambassadors
and its Chairman Raymond Chasle
(Maurit ius). Mr Chasle, the doyen of
the ACP diplomatic corps in Brussels,
made a remarkable speech paying
great tribute to the " worthy succes-
sor " of President Samora Machel,
who was ki l led in a plane crash in
South Afr ica in 1986.

The Ambassador recalled President
Chissano's qualit ies as a fighter for
the nation's freedom, and as a pronÌo-
tor of internal peace in the region
today. stressing the rnajor part he had
played in seeking digniÍìed solutions
for the peoples of Southern Africa.
Mr Chasle then reassured the Presi-
dent of  the ACP Group's detcrrnina-
tion to seek the best ways and means
of speeding up the der,cloping situa-
t ion in Southem Afr ica wi th the
Courmunity.  The present negot iat ions
(for Lonté IV),  he said.  are "  an
opportunity for the ACPs to reformu-
Iate their demands for the fisht
against  apartheid " .

President Chissano said he hoped
that the new Convent ion would make
for a substantial in-rprovernent in
ACP-EEC cooperation. in particular

through an agreement on the special
arrangelÌÌents for cornrnodity prices, a
greater volume of Íìnancial and tech-
nical  cooperat ion and equi table solu-
tions to the problems of debt and the
flow of ACP exports to the Cotrrntun-
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