the Financial Gazette, July 13, 1990

Wemkesmez

International

/ q

German factories which

millions of dollars of
hard currency to their
Government.

Young Mozambicans wel-
comed jobs abroad as a chance
to see g bit of the world, learn
a trade and buy stereo equip-
ment and other European con-
sumer goods. -

But nowadays no-one visits
the patch of waste ground in
downtown Maputo where
Mozambican labour ministry
officials used to read out the
names of the lucky few chosen
*o fly to East Berlin and begin
four-year stints as migrant
labourers

The deal between East Ger-
many and Mozambique is just
one casualty of the political
changes which have swept Eu-
rope in recent months.

East Bcrlm has slopped

fused 1o help him, saying the
youths were “only playing”.

Other attacks were described
at a news conference here in
May by Pedro Taimo, the
Mozambican labour ministry's
delegate in East Berlin,

Among other incidents, he
said there were attacks on dor-
mitories housing Mozambican
workers in Cottbus and East
Berlin in which two residents
were wounded.

Ar East German govern-
ment delegation which came to

recruiting N
kers, and there m:d rumbhm of

among the 15 500 who are still
in Europe. say post-
communist Germany isnow a
breeding-ground for racism.

Germany are having a hard
time . . . we are afraid of the
mpnahsm that is being in-
troduced here,” wrote 19-year-
old factory apprentice Paulino
Gulamundine in a letter to the
Mozambican news magazine,
Tempo. _

Gulamundine’s lctter is typi-
cal of complaints being aired in
the Maputo press by Mozam-
bican “guest-workers™ in East
Germany, who claim that rea-
cism has surfaccd along with
the rebirth of capitalism.

1t is a far cry from the days
when the then Marxist govern:
ments of the two countries
were the closest of allies.

In 1979, when the labour
agreement was signed, Mozam-
bique was trying 10 win admis-
sion to Comeoon. the com-
munist trading bloc.

East Germany was almost
alone in supporting Mozam-
bique's application, against
strong resistance from Soviet
leader Leonid Brezhnev.

The bid to join Comecon
failed. But such solidarity from
East Berlin was highly vatued
by the Mozambican govern-
ment.

The situation now is dramal-
ically different.

In May this year, frightened
Mozambicans wrote home o
say that thousands of Germans
bad staged two demonstra:
tions in the commercial centre

“We Mozambicans in East

discuss the migrant labour sit-
uation was apologetic about ra-
cist violence and abuse, and
promised to step up security for
Mozambican workers.
But dclegmion lcader
Almuth Berger, East Germa-
ny’s state secretary for foreign
atizens, brought only bad news
for the Mozambncan treasury.

“We are opening up a mar-
ket sconomy and that implies
the modification of some agree-
ments,” she said.

One of the first modifications
is to the 1979 agreement
governing the sending of
Mozambican migrants to fill a

labour shortage in East
Germany.
The two sides agreed that the

accord, valid unti) the end of
this year, will not be extended
but will remain in foroe as long
as Mozambican workers are in
East Germany under the exist-
ing deal.

No more Mozambicans will
be recruited this year, said
Berger.

Mozambicans in East Ger-
many have 60 percent of their
net pay deducted and sent
home to Mozambique in hard
currency. On their return they
receive the equivalent in loca!
currency.

In an interview last month,
Mozambican Finance Minister,
Mr Abdu!l Maguid Osman,
spelled out what the changcs
will mean if the present trend
continues — ‘a Mozambican
treasury loss of about 16 mii-
lion dollars a year in wage
remittances from  East
Germany.

That is a blow to an econo
my staggering under the bur-

at the end of May to *

—

of East Berlin, protesting den of a national debt official-
against the py of M - Iy d since the end of
bican and other foreign workers l9885($42blllm
in East Germany. It is also a biow to the young
" Paulino Gulamundine says  Mozambicans who would have
he was threatened with a knife  been crowding that patch of
by three German youths who  waste ground outside the Max-
abused him because of his race
while he was riding a bus in the |
town of Walzwerk.

He says he fled from the bus
after a policeman on board re-

East Germany job deal
for Mozambicans frozen

aquenc football stadium in
Maputo.

They are now queuing up in
a local market which offers
very few prospects of training
and steady work for young men
without skills.  Ziana-Reuter



