
Returnees from ex-GDR rlot
l i ìor two consecutlve days ln mld-January
l- hundreds of Maamblcan rnlgrant workers. who
have returned from the former German Democraüc
Republlc, demonstrated outside the Iabour Mtnis-
try ln Maputo demandtng money they bellwed was
owÍng to them. The protest tUrned nasty. and led to
a bout of rloüng and destrrrQüon on the second day.

The protest began at about O9.OO on 14 January,
as hundreds of returnees blocked the maln street
tn front of the Mlntstry. and erected barrlcades.
Pollce tntewened unsuccessfulÌy, firhg warnlng
shots, but failtng to dtsperse the crowd, even when
they lashed out at úem wtth their batons.

Ttre demonstraüon had been sparked off by
rumours that the German government had sent
large sums of money (the Íìgure of 36O mtlllon
marks - about US$ 228 mlllton - was menttoned)
to Mozamblque to compensate the former mlgrants
for the loss of thelrJobs. The returnees were suspl-
clous that this money could have been embezzled
by the Iabour Mlnlstry, and demanded that it be
dlstrlbuted to them.

Irbour Mlnlctry denles rumourr
That er/edng üe MlnÍ:stry tssued a statement

derldng the exlstence of any such money. and
classtSing the rumours as "totalÌy groundless and
absurd".

It sald that "the attrtbutton of funds of thls nature
by the German or any other government would be
done publtcly for the lrrrowledge of weryone, both
tnstde Mozambtque and lnternatlonally. and never
ln a clandesttne or secret manner".

The mtnlstry polnted out that unül now "the
promlses of funds to support the soctal and
econorúc retntegraüon of returnees from the ex-
con have not materlaltsed". It therefore made no
sense to accuse the rrünistry "of the misrnanage-
ment of funds whlch do not extst".

It added that the German and Mozambican
governÍnents were studytng possible proJects that
could provlde employment for the returned
Írügrants, and lnqulries had therefore been made to
determlne how many returnees there were ln each
provtnce. and what their professional quallÍìcaüons
were.

The German embassy conflrmed that no money
had been sent to support the returnees.

Desptte thls. the returnees were not convtnced
and returned to the labour Mtnlstry on 15 January.
But there were now fewer of them, and the poltce
managed to drtvì-Ìtrcm away from the butldlng.

They attempted to regroup tn a publlc garden.
but were agatn dlspersed.Battles between the retur-
nees and the pollce ensued ln nearby streets.

hotestors stoned one pollce land-rover, smashlng
Its windscreen.

They also turned agalrst targets that had nothtng
to do with the dlspute. They wrecked three ctvüian
vehlcles. and broke wlndows tn two shops. One
shop worker was InJured, and had to be taken to
hospttal for stttches ln her arm.

Pollce arreste{ 18 of the returnees. But they aiso
lashed out lndlscrlmlnateÌy agafrxt passers-by, and
attacked a photographer, Nalta Ussene, who works
on the y..ekly magÍìzlne Temp.

Poüce ettack photogtapher
Desptte the protectlon offered to Journallsts

under Mozambtque's law on press freedom. police
assaulted Mr Ussene. threw hlm to the ground and
damaged the two carneras he was carrying.

Tempo and the Journallsts' urüon, the oÌu both
protested. and two days Ìater Mr Ussene and our
General Secretary Hllaflo Matusse met wlth the
tnterlm Interior mirüster, Edmundo Alberto, who
apologised for the pollce behaviour and promtsed
an tnvesügatton to establlsh whlch pollce offtcer
had corrurútted the assault.

Returnees also turned to úolence ln Betra on 15
January. They attacked the Sofala Provinctal
I:bour Dlrectorate, smashtng lts wtndows. They
broke tnto the bulldi:rg, where they caused further
damage. lncluding the destructlon of documents.

The demonstrators stoned passlng cars, ap-
parenüy at random. Nearby shops hurrtedly closed
their doors for fear that they too would come under
attack.

It later emerged that the German government, far
from maklng a generous offer of compensatÍon for
the vtrtual expulston of Mozambtcan rrügrants, has
rejected a request from Mozamblque for US$ 30
mllllon to create Jobs for the returnees.

Fton de Metter, a consultant fn the Employment
Promotlon Offtce of the labour Mhrstry. told the
Maputo daily Nottcras that tn February lg9l the
Mtnistry had carrled out a study on the ÍÌnance that
would be needed to create Jobs for former mlgrant
workers.

It concluded that US$ 2.OOO would be needed to
create each Job. Slnce there had been some 16.000
Mszambtcans worldng ln the eK-cDR, thls meant
that a sum of over US$ 3O mtlllon would be re-
qutred.

"\Me made thfs proposal and we scnt tt to Ger-
many", sald Mr de Metter. 'The German government
rejectd the proposal and sald lt would send delega-
tions to study the problem of the returnees and
draw concluslons as to how much was needed to
support them".
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