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SOUTHERN ATRICA

Gloomy return
MozambiqLrans, forced to leave East
Germâny, find only povgrt back home

8y Splal Conespn,lenl

liíAPUTO: A reccnt demonstration here

s i gn alled th e bi tter return of thousands of

migranr ['ho had bcen working in East

Germany in  one of  úe sadder  s idel ights
to the union of the Fedcral Republic of

Cerma-ny (FRG) and the Gcrman Demo-
crat ic  Rcpubl ic  (GDR).

As the GDR disappeared,  most  of  ân

estimatcd 85 000 forcign workers had

l  iu le  choicc but  to  pack úei r  bags ar  shor t

not icc an<J Íc tum homc wi thout  the sav-

ings üat they had hoped to make for their

fami l ics,  and wi thout  thc prospect  of  a

inb.
.Si .x tccn thou.santJ out  oÍ  thc 85 000

rc Moza rns. So far 4 000 havc

cturncd ânw t r l  March th is  ycar  the
rr rmbcr  is  cxpcctc<l  to  rcach I  I  000.

Weak economy

Now thc Mozambican govemment

aces a drast ic  drop in  hard cunency

arnings as wcll as thc problem of re-

ì togrât ing the rc turnecs in to thc coun-

y 's  wcak economy,  dcst royed by úe

5-vcar-o ld war  bctween [ Ìcs idcnt

r r i ;u i rn  Chissano's  govemment and úe

rndi ts  o[  üe Mozambique Nat ional

cs is tancc (Rena-rno) .

I t  is  cst imated that  60 pcrccnt  of  úe
)untrv 's  I  5  nr i l Ì ion people l ive in  abso-

tc  povcr ty .  Jobs,  housing and educa-

rnal  oppor tuni t ics are cr is is  areas in
' rzarnbiquc,  one of  thc prxrrest  nal ions

üe world with an averagc annual per

: i t a  i n c o m e  o f  o n l y  U S  $ 1 5 0 .

lvlany oÍ thc newly returncd 4 000

r tcd üei r  Í rust r r t ions by tak ing par t  in

cmonstrat ion in  f ront  of  thc Min is t ry

-abour. Slogans had bccn painted on
wal ls  dcmanding jobs and the money

I  owing to the migrant  workers.  Riot

icc wcre cal Ìc tJ  out ,  but  thcrc wcÍe no
' r r ts  of  con f ron tat ions.

F o l l o w i n g ' t ' . :  d c m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  t h c

r is t ry  oÍ  I  r  has c lcarcd a sub-

t ia l  numbcr of  dcbts owcd to the

r n c c s .

Nos' thc govcmmcnl has to worry

r t  i ts  ( )wn outstanding dcbt  to  Ccr-
y  <r í  morc than US $350 mi l l ion,

The inÍlux ol 16 (t00 ol their countrymen
which was being partly sewiced by tìe

migrant  workers,

Undcr úe migrant labotu agreemcnt,

Mozambiquans wcre ent i t lcd to  úre samc
pay. benefits and housing as úeir hosts
worrld rcccive in thc sanrc job - an aver-

age of  more t -han thrcc t imcs what  the i r

fc l low migrans earn on South Âfr ica 's

gold nrines whcre thc work is tougher

and nrorc dangerous.

Thc workcrs rcccivcd 40 pcrccnt oÍ

thc i r  pay in  thc GDR. Six ty  pcrcent  was

POV E RÍ Y.ST RI CKEN MOZ AMEIOUÁIíS:
dnd women lrom East Germany ls sure to make malters worse. Pic: AIM

workers and raised more than US $76

million for thc Mozambiquc BoverÌuncnt.
Most Moz-nmbiquans have such lim-

ited pxsibilities at hornc, that whcn given

a chance to work in an industrialised

nat ion,  they wi l l  p lan úei r  incomc care-

fully so úat wÌrcn thc tinrc comcs to

return ücy have 56r1rltt lo carvc out a

sustainable future.

Âna Chclcnc (24) had complcted five
years of her sevcn-year contracts in úc

GDR working in a cloúcs factory. But

shc was forced to Íeturn last Septemhcr
af tcr  just  or rc  nrorr l l t 's  t to t i r :c .

'l was shocked bccause it was not m)'

p lan, '  she says,  ' I  thought  I  had anothcr

two yeâÍs to  organise my l i fe  -  my futwc.

But  I  on ly  had a monú to prcpare.  L i fe  is

d i f f icu l therc.  lcan ' t  justs i thcre * i th  my

arms crosscd. I also havc my mothcr to

support.'

Litc rnany Mozambiquans she could

not afford to stây on in the CDR cven if

she had wanted to. Those who stay in

Gennany lose their right to a oncc.off

lunrp sum pe)Ìnent of 3 000 Ìrlark (about

US $l 200), plus 70 pocant o[thc wcrker's

former net wage for threc months and a

paid air ticket homc.

Fotelgnoru

But  l i fe  in  úc GDR also cnta i led

problcms for thc foreigncrs.IÍost lirc<l

in cspccially rcscrvcd hotels or conr-

plexes. Aha, for example. livcd in a I argc

hotel where each community of foreign'

crs was given a scparate floor.

Many were victims of racial rbuse

when they attempted to mix *'irì úre

locals at social gaüerings. The tensions

hcightened whcn locals'jobs u erc undcr

threat as West Germrn companies rook

over East Gcrman industrics.
But  Ana says she d id not  cxper ience

much racial prejudicc.
' l  

saw úe Ccrmans dcmonstrat ing

on üe television against our prescnce in

úe country, but in my firrn the Germans

said they did not support thc protestors.

But  ofcourse I  don ' tknow what  úey said

behind our backs.'

Or lando Guibalo (22)  had a d i f  ferent

expericnce.
'Somc 

Gcrman men used to tell us

we weÍe 'd i r ty ing 
úc i r  land ' ,  and úat  we

shouldn't take away úcir wqmen. Thcse

incidcnts would occur mainly et the dis-

cos. Thcy would provokc us and úen

thcre would bc fights. Some of us got

badly bcaten up.'

Butdespitc that, Cuibalo, who wus in

the GDR for just ovcr two ycers, sr'as rc-

luctant to Íclurn. His monúly salrry of

900 Marks was a vital sourcc of income

for his mother, who works es r seern-

st Ícss ar ìd wi th whomCui66lsnow l ivcs.
' l  s 'ou ld have l iked to havc st r l 'cd

longcr, not bccause iÌ was so Brert, but

bccausc my counúy has so mrny prob-

lcms. Thcrc at lcast I could work and

earn moncy.' -r\IÂ

remitted úrough the Mozambique gov-

crÍunenl and paid out !o workcrs at úe

cnd of úeir contract in the local cur-

rency,  Mct ica l .  The defencd payment

structuÍe netted Mozambiquc substan-

t ia l  har t l  cur Ícncy in tcrcst  eârn ings.

1Ì re GDR governmcnt  a lso rcmi t tcd

al rnost  a l l  o f  workcrs '  soc ia l  sccur i ty

payments to úc Mozambiquan trcasury.

worúr  US $23 mi l l ion by August  1988.

At  ius height  in  1989 t l re  nr igrant

labour progranrmc includc<l l8 000


