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East Germany
T HE FUTURE of  the East  German
l .  Academv of  Science.  and of  i ts  30 000

employees.  could depend on the outcome of
a meet ing next  week in Bonn. The academv
faces f inancia l  t rouble towards the end of
th is vear when i ts  current  budget for  sc ience
is exhausted (This Week.7 Apr i l ) .

On 3 July.  the ministers of  research and
technologv from the two Germanys will
meet wi th the presidents of  the Max Planck
lnst i tute and the Fraunhofer Inst i tute,  and
the heads of  the East  German Research
Council. They will attempt to find a formula
for overcoming the funding difficulties.

One rescue stratesv under d iscussion Ís a
morator ium that  wi l l -a l low the academv to
suspend mount ing expense payments for  a
two-year per iod,  Proposed by Barbara
RiedmüÌ ler .  West Ber l in 's  senator  for  sc i -
ence and technology.  i t  has the support  of
the science ministrv of  East  Germanv and
the West German sóient i f ic  societ ies.

Al though the morator ium would tem-
porarily ensure the livelihoods of the 30 000
academy emplovees.  a means of  funding the
operat ions of  the academy dur ing the mora-
tor ium has not  yet  emerged.

One source of  funds may be the German
Research Associat ion (Deutsche For-
schungsgemeinschaft ) ,  which has al ready
been marshal led to the aid of  East  German
science by the West German government.
"Now. East  German scient is ts may apply
directly to the association for the financing
of  research."  savs Hubert  Markl .  the associ-
at ion 's president .

Frank Terpe.  East  Germany's minister  of
research and technology,  says that  one of  the
first tasks to be faced is the decentralisation
of  the academy's inst i tutes and their  f inanc-
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grated into the Max Planck or  Fraunhofer
inst i tutes.  or  into organisat ions that  are of
s im i la r  rank .

The f inal  paths Terpe ment ioned con-
cerned the development of  the technological
capabi l i t ies of  East  German industrv.  He
suggested that  some inst i tutes could serve
industry by set t ing themselves up as in-
dependent research enterpr ises.  Indiv idual
scient is ts.  savs Terpe,  could possib ly f ind
work at  h igh technology f i rms.

Teroe also savs that certain institutes were
taking steps to ensure their own success. The
East German Institute for Cybernetics and
Informat ion Processing is  a l ready looking at
how to sel l  i ts  products and serv ices in the
Wes t .
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ing. Some institutes, Terpe says, could
become part of a framework of scientif ic
inst i tut ions,  d ispersed through what wi l l
become East  German federal  states.

Another possibil ity under discussion is to
return institutes to the stewardship of the
universities from which they originated.
Terpe adds that  the delegates wi l l  evaluate
the internat ional  importance of  some of  the
institutes.

An inventory of  performance would be
taken by November 1991. I f  their  product iv-
i ty  measured up to internat ional  standards.
the East  German inst i tutes could be inte-


