kiormambique lIiberation movezent

Sir,—You may care for some
more information about the posi-
tion of ‘' Mzee"™ Lazaro Kave-
dema (Cavandame in your report
from Lisbon of April 2) in the
Mozambique liberation
movement; Rather than meaning
*“virtually the end of the guer-
rilla war started in 1964" by
FRELIMO against Portuguese
colonial rule, ‘‘ Mzee® Lazaro's
defection to the Portuguese,
reported by you, is more likely
to signal a strengthening of the

unity and  effectiveness  of
FRLELIMO.
The

following points have
relevance @ .

.{1) Azee Lazaro was one of
. the founders of MANU, an early
nationalist mevement among the
Makonde of Cabo Delgado pro-
vince of Mozambique. In 1861
MANU sunk its identity in
¥FRELIMO, the Front of Libera-
tion of ozambique, along with
other small nationalist move-
ments, notably UDENAMO. I'rom
1962, accordingly, Lazaro became
a principal FRELIMO repre-
sentative for Delgado province,
living partly in southern
Tanzania and partly in northern
Mozambique,

(2) Lazaro became worried
“about the political implications
of FRELIMO after thc latter
achieved considerable success in
suerrilla  warfare against the
Portuguese armed forces' begin-
ning at the end of 1964. His
worry had little to do with
“outside influences —whether
from Russia, China, or the United
States—but much to do with the
fact that this guerrilla warfare
brought to the top young men
who were unwilling to accept the

traditional position of elders and .

local chiefs among the Makonde,
such as Lazaro himself, and who
called increasingly for new and
post-colonial structures.

(3) Lazaro and seven other
political delegates from Delgado
province refused to attend the
major- Congress of FRELIMO
that took place last July in the
neighbouring Mozambican
province of Niassa. I know this

because I was there. But this
Congress was atiended by 21l the
nine military and politico-mili-
tary dclegates from Delzado (a5

well as by some 140 delepates .

from the other eight provinces
of Xozambique) . There young
men {ncluded, for instarte, the
main militery

former schoolteacher called
Raimundo, with whom 1 hsad
some lengthy talks. Rzimundo,
I think, is typical of these young
Mozambicans who see the insur-
rectionary war they are fighting
as the means of Dbuilding new
political structures of an elective
and democratic sort, and for
whom the existing structures,
promoted largely by the nceds
of Portuguese colonial rule,

- appear quite inadequate to

the tasks of
reconstruction.
These military and politico-
military delegates from Delgado
tooix an active part in the Con-
gress; some of them were

post-colonial

elected to the newly-enlarged .

central committee of FRELILO.

(4) At the time of this Con-
gress, however, Lazaro and his
{riends were cooking up a
Maxonde separatist movement
with the aid of a few of the
leaders of that part of the
Makonde pecople who lve in
Tanzania (and whose numbers
have been swelled by refugees

since the beginning of this war). .

This became known to Eduarde
Mondlane, the newly re-elected
resident of FRELIMO, and to
is colleagues, at a dramatic
confrontation which

backers that took place between
August 6 and 10, 1868, soon after
the Congress itself had disperged.
Here they learned—to quote
from =& letter which Eduardo
Mondlane wrote to me on Augugt
16—that ** while we were having
our Congress, Lazaro and his
friends were making arrange-
ments to (a) block the leader-

. ship of Mondlane, if re-elected
“[at  the

Congress, which he
enthusiastically was], or else (b)
split FRELIMO into two move-
ments. . . . The other moveraent

“would be composed of Makonde

of Cabo Delgado only, and its
task would be to liberate that
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province and declare wuotner
Biufra, . 0"
(3) Thic ophtil.g rovenent

failed becaurs of  Liondlaae's
cnergetic ripostic, iaid becawe of
the support which he reccived
from the leaders of the Tanran-
tan Govermmment, who also now
learned of what was in the wind.
The latter Insisted upon a con-
frontation. At this confrontation
Mondlane was unanimously sup-
ported by the Delzadoe milit-ry
and politico-militaty delerntes,
and Luzaro's position thus became
untenable. * At this point” to
tgmte Mondlane's letter, * noting
the fulility of his position
Lazaro bzcame all pcaches. . . A

In other words, FRELIIO
emerged from its Congress last
Juty arnd then its confrontation
with Lazaro last Aupust with =3
clear victory over these elderly
separatists who fecared, and no
doubt still fear, that the demo-
cratic evolution of FRELIMO
inside Mozambique must under-
mine their partly Portuquese-
promoted positions of coramer-
cial and political privilege.

Now that Lazaro has
apparently gone over to the
Portuguese, and this in the wake
of Mondlane's still unexplained
assassination of Jlast February,
one may wonder whether his
game was not, in fact, deeper
even thzn Llondline, Simango
and thelr colleagues discovered
last August. On their side, of

course, the Portuzuese have
always tried hard to split
FRELIANIO into its constituent

ethnic groupings (another casc
of Europeun - inspired ‘ tribal-
tsm”!): and to this end they
have used a succession of African
apents whose names, for the most
part, are known or strongly
suspected. )

As things stand today, how-
ever, the balance of the evidernce
czn only suggest that the Portu-
guese have failed in these politi-
cal rmanceuvres as clearly as
they have fziled on the military
front. And now they cannot
rexlly be at all plegssed that
Lazaro is openly in their carap.
For his use to them, whether
large or smasll, direct or indireet,
is at an end.—Yours sincerely,

Basfl Davidson.

london SW 13, S



