Suirenders to Portugucsc Army
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LISBCN, April 3 (NYT).—Por-
tuzal pinned hopes today on the
defectior of a JMozambique tribal
chief as the meo~ns of bringing an

end to the four-and-a-half-year
gucrriia war in the LEast African
territory.

A lead v of the warrior Makonde
tribe of northern Mozambique has
surrcnide-ed to the Portuguese Army
and crll:d on his fellow tribesimen
tomorror to lav down thelr arms,
it was officlally announced here
tonight,

The defecting Makonde Ileader
was seid to be Lazaro Kavandame,
65-ycar-cld military chief of the
tribes who first revolted against
Portugucse rule in Scptember, 1964.

“Kavandame became convinced
that his people were being sacrific-
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ed in & war {rom which no final
victory or advantages could be ex-
pected and decided that the time
was ripe to put an end to subver-
slon and ccoperate with the Portu-
gucse government . . " declarcd a
joint communiqué issued by Por-
tugal's Ministries of Defense and
Overseas Territorics.

Portugucse Defense Ministry
sources report that over 400 Portu-
guese soldiers have been killed In
actlon in the Mozambique guerrilla
war, which has been led by the
Mozambique Liberation Front.

Portuguese authorities hope that
shortly the 80,000 Makondes living
in northeastern Mozambique’s
Cabo Delgado district will rally to
Chief Kavandame's appeal. They
are, however, unsure of the reper-
cusslon of the defection among the
some 120,000 Makondes llving on
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the other side of the border
Tanzania.

“This could mean the end of the
Mozambique Liberation Front and
would have. a powerful impact on
guerrilla wars in Angola and Por-
tuguese Guinea,” a Lisbon official
said.

The reports of Chief Kavan-
dame’s surrcnder to the Portuguese
were made public only a week be-
fore Premier Marcello Cactano is
scheduled to make an offlclal tour
of Portugal's three gucrrilla-ridden
African territorles.

Angola Defector

The Portuguese government said
that an official communiqué on the
Kavandame affair would be pub-
lished tomorrow. However, a com-
muniqué from Portugucse authori-
ties in Mozambique this afternoon
confirmed reports that the Makonde
chief had turned himself in.

The Portuguese Army in Mozam-
bique is now distributing thousands
of leaflets to guerrillas in the bush
announcing Chief Kavandame's sur-
render and the end of the war, ac-
cording to sources close to the Dec-
fense Ministry. .

Portugal bencfitted from a similar
defection in Angola’s northernmost
enclave of Cabinda two years ago
—and has had little trouble from
nationalist guerrillas there since.
Tribal Chief Alexandre Tati, for-
merly a member of the Angolan
government in exile, .now com-
mands his own -tribal “militias in
cooperation with - the Portuguese
armed forces in Cabinda.

in

The success of this operation
depends on the authority of
Chief ¥avandame among thel
Makonde tribesmen. Independent
observers who have visited the
front in northern Mozambique
acknowledge that they have never
heard of the man before. ,

Chief Kavandame’s conditions for
surrender to the Portuguese were
said to be the following:

.® That Portugucse military cease
operations in the Makonde plateau
region, which lies in the northcast
Cabo Delgado district, south of
Tanzania.

© That Portuguese authorities
show respect for thc Makonde
chiefs and tribal organization.

@ That the Portuguese govern-
ment grant assistance to the
Makondes for cducation, hcalth and
agriculture,

Q@ That the Makondes should be
held responsible for law and- order
in thzir own territory.

Lisbon Agrecs

Lisbon has agreed to these con-
ditions, according to sources close
to the government.

The Portuguese will achieve a
major victory in  Mozambique  if
the Makonre tribesmen ‘can be
persuaded to end hostilities, ac-
cording to views held by diplomatic
sources here.

The Mozambique Libcration
has been the rough Impenctliable
Makonde plaleau and nn entlotinted
half ‘of the fimib's ol i finees

Front's stronghold from the start|.
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“[tion to the Makonde tribesmen in

Tnor-general of Mozambique flew to

lAmelia to mcet secretly with the
tdefector and work out the terms

‘[vandame’s
S “2bsolutely no effect” on the gure-
‘Irilla
.|reports orlginating in Lisbon
| Chief

The front has cstablished zones
ol insecurity for Portugucse forces
in the northwerlern Miazsa district
and recently made incursions in
the westernn Tete district, but the
lors of the Makonde plateau wonld
be a heavy biow,

Chicf Xavandame broke with the
Liberalion Front afler the mysteri-
ous assassination of the group's
leader, Eduardo Mondlane, Jast
I'cbruary, according (o informed
Portuguese sources from Mozam-
bique. The Makonde chief had
resented the froutl’s leadership for
some time, however, reproaching
Mr. Mondlane and other leaders
for not going to the front and not
giving the fighters necessary arms.

The Makonde defeclor is said to
have told Portuguese military of-
ficials Lthat he decided to leave the
Mozambique Liberation Front after
Mr. Mondlane's successor, the Rev.
Uriah Simango, appointed his own
leaders over the Makonde guer-
rillas.

Mr. Simango, according to the
Portuguese, had Chicf Kavandame
put under housc arrest at Mtwara,
a southern Tanzanian coastal town,
where the Mozamblgue Liberatlon
Front has a training camp.

Chief Kavandame then is said to
have escaped and walked for 26
days through the juncle before
presenting himself to Portuguese
military authoritles at the north-
ern post of Nancaden on March 16.

A special emissary of the gover-

the northern naval base of Porto
of surrender.

It was decided that Chief Ka-
vandame would draft a procivima-

their native language telling them
that the war was over and asking
them to eive up their ars. Thouw-y
sands of coples of this prociama-
tion ave {0 be dropprd from plancs
over the Maxonde plateauw.

Chief Kavandane is to broadcast
a personal appeal over the radio
calling on the Makondes to sur-
rencder. It was decided that he
would make the appcal on Good
Triday.
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Resistance to Continue

DAR ES-SALAAM, Tenrania,
Aprll 3 (UPI).—The Mozambique
nationalist ~ guerrilla  oprrotions
aczainst the Portuguese will con-
tinwe despite the surrender of a
tribal chief, it was stated herc
todny.

Ofifcinls Mozambique
Natlonal ILiberation Front an-
nounced the “defection” to the
Portuguese side of Lazaro Kovan-
dame, cifef of the Makonde tribe
which provides the bulk of guer-
rillas  fighting Portuguese forces
in the tcrritory.

But the offlcials said Chief Ka-
action  would  have

of the

denierd
that
Kavandamce's surrender
would lead to large-scale defectinns
to the Portugucse by his followers.

operations. They




