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Nkomati hnck in
ba Barratt

l ly C'ollccn Ryan, pofiticul Rcucrter' l 'hc t leath oI Irrcsident Machct has'put the Nko.
nrati Accorcl back in the balalrc'e, sa'y.s proÍessor
John Barratt,  r l i rector of rhe South i Ír ican Inst i-
tute of lnternational Affairs.

The future oÍ the accord between South AÍr ica
al lr l  i \ loz.,rrnbique now hingerl on thc power strug.
l i le within thr: F'rel inlo Covernrnent. 

-

t le told ?ire Stor that even before president
hÍaehel 's rteath the accord was in jeopardy with
both counlr ies clainring infr ingemerits.

South Afr ican Minister oi Defence. Gcneral
i l Íagnus Malan warncd this month that president
Mar:hel had "the Nkonrati  Accord in his hands',
anrl South Africa would .'react acr:ordingly', if
lvÍoza nrbique con t inued ha rbour A NC nrenrtiis.

,!ev-q[al,.chgiceg
The aeeord was signcd by prcsident Machel

and South African State prõsident Mr Botha in
i,98{: },I:rr{mbìqug said it would stop sur:rorting
thc .ïNC, .South .{frica promised no íirrther aid tõ
tlrc fttoaarnbique Natioqal Rcsistance Movetnent
(i lÍNR).

I)roÍessor [Ìarratt said: , ' ,Ihe new leaderslrip,
may rlecide to ;ucnd bridges wiih South Africir
and prcservc the acccrd. bút it could dccidc such
an at tcnrpt  is  íut i lc ."

Therc are sevcral choiecs for à new fi{ozambi"
que president: trvo are Ceneral Annaudo Guebu-
za. i l t inistcr in the l)resident's OfÍicc and opposerl
to the accortJ. and l\Íinistcr. of lïorei,r r r\fÍaiis l\tr

Joaquirn Chissjrno, regarded as nÌore pragmatic.
Proíessoh Bal ratt said presldent i{achel,s

g.e-lllt would prohably contribute to greater insta.
bi l i ty rn thc regiorr.  Thcre was l i t i là charrce of a
sett lemant betleen Frel imo and the i l lNR,

IIe said: ' ' l 'he l t Í f , Ì l Ì  has no clcar pol i t ical pro.
gramnlc or strong leader and teúçts to be a
col lect ion of groups united by their opposit lon to
tne presen t gc)\'efntnt.rilt.

" l t  lacks popular  suppor t  and i f  i t  were to  corne,
to powcr Frel inro would go back to the bush and
eontinue the gucri l la ç,ar. I t 's a no_win situation.,,
- Dr r\ndrc Thomashausen, Pr.ofessor of Lawj at

the Unlsa who has close contact rì,ith ttriUfrn,
said it was likely the ntrw Frelimo leadcr wouiã
DacK thc accord to linrit support for thc IIíNR, but
thc rvar rvould continue indótinitety without a ne-
gotiated sert lement.

l le did rrot bel ieve the II INIì was without popu.
lar support or a clear icleolrrgy.

l 'herc have been frequent clainrs that the Ml{R
lls .or. is a .p.uppet movenrent, backcd f irst by
Rhorlesia and later bl,South Aír, ica, paul Fauvet
of l \ tozarnbique's national news agency AÍl \ Í  ear-
l icr this year t lescribed ihe MNt{ as 

-, ,arr 
instru-

trrenl of aggrcssion, crcated b;v t Ìhodesian intel l i -
gcnce in le?6".

In 1980, with Zinrbabwe's independencc loom.
ing. the II íNIÌ hatt to change i ts-rear base in a
hurry, "South Âfr icarr nri l i tãry intel l igence took
ovcr thc operation anrl Í lew i t  to the ïransvaal
\t 'hcrc' i t  l ras bcen based ever sinec."


