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Zimbabwe

Mugrbe Bhrc hetorie Regime for Mrchel's DeNth
MB22|02UI88 Johannesburg SAPA ín English
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[TextJ Herare &t 22 SAPA-Zimbabwean President
Robert Mugabe today described the South African Gov-
ernment as a "witch" saying th€ rcgime was dircctly
responsible lbr the death of former Mozambican Presi-
dent Samofa Machel in October 1986, the national news
agency ZIANA rÊports.

In his 5Gminute address at a rally to comm€morate
President Machel's death, he said although South Africa
had tried to give exsuscs about the late Mozambican
president's death, Zimbabwe was convinced that the
Pretoria regime was Frponsible.

"We rcjected, right from when we heard the news, that
Mr Machel had died in accident and we will never accept
that the planc fell on its own. The boers were directly
rcsponsible."

Mr Mugabe said Mr Machel's death would rcmain a
reminder to all independent southern African states that
they had one vicious enemy.

South Africa was using bandits, most of them nationals
of neighbouring countries, and directly invading inde-
pendent southeÍn African etates to perp€tuate the system
of apartheid, he said. Prcsident Mugabe said the Front-
line States and SADCC countries were united and were
making evcry eÍfort to cushion South African acts of
destabilization.

He said South Africa was frustrating Zimbabwe's effiorts
to sccure the routes to th€ sca through Mozambique and
that the rcgime war under-rating Zimbabwe's military
stren$h.

"We arc for peace and we believe in good neighbourli-
ness. Although we might have a small fist, we can, at
least, punch hard as evidenced by our victory against
colonial ru|e."


