
No, SA does
not stand to
gain from
, a  ' ,  , 1rne oeatn

B y  P A T R I C K  L A U R E N C E
THE death of  Pres ident  Samora
Machel  of  Mozambique ra ises the
quest ion of  whether  South Afr ica 's
whi te ru lers s tand to benef i t  in  any
w a y  f r o m  t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  t h ê
charismatic leader.

To pose the question is not to infer
that the crash was the work of South .
Afr ican agents. .

Judging from a background talk last
week wi th a top of f ic ia l ,  South
A f r i c a ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F o r e i g n
Affairs will certainly not be secretly
pleased by the death of the former
male nurse who became f i rs t  a
Fre l imo guerr i l la  leader  and then
Mozambique's founding president.

Machel  was seen as a pragmat is t ,
with whom Pretoria had been able to
strike a deal in the past, as at the
Nkomati Accord oí March 1984.

The v iew in  the Department  of
Foreign Affairs was that a deal could
be reached again in the form of top
level  ta lks to ' rev i ta l ise the a l l -but -
moribund Nkornati Accord, under
which South Africa undenook not to
support the rebel movement Renamo,
in return for  an under tak ing by
Mozambique not to back the outlawed
African National Congress.

The hope in  Pretor ia  was that
Machel could be persuaded to revive
the committees which had been set uo
under the Nkomat i  Accord to deai
with problems between the countries,
i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  s p a r k e d  b y  t h e
accusat ions that  South Afr ica was
cover t ly  suppor t ing Renamo and
counter-accusations that Mozambique
rvas again a l ìorv ing ANC guerr i l las to
operate f rom i ts  ter r i tory .

I t  is  reÌevant  to  note that  onÌy last
' , v e e k  P r e s i d e n t  P W  B o t h a  h a d
expressed the hope that  the Nkomar i
pact  could be rev ived for  the sake of
regional  peace.  Botha made the point
in  the hear t  o f  the u l t ra- r ight  wing
stronghold of  Potg ietersrus at '  about
the same t ime as h is  neo-nazi  foe,
Eugene Terre 'b lanche,  was cal l ing for
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There were two further axioms to
the thinking in the Union Buildings,
where the Department of Foreign
Affairs has its headquarters.

The first was that Machel was the
only man strong enough to carry
through the ta lks,  an appra isa l
endorsed by d ip lomat ic  observers.
The second was that neither side could
wrn in the war and some kind of
political compromise was necessary.

South Afr ica 's  Fore ign Af fa i rs
department yearned, it seemed, once
again to play the role ofpeace-maker,
as i t  d id  in  October  1984 when i t
persuaded both Frelimo and Renamo
to s ign the Pretor ia  Declarat ion.

I n  t h a t  I a r g e l y  f o r g o t t e n
d e c l a r a t i o n ,  b o t h  s i d e s  p l e d g e d
themselves to work for a cessation of
armed conf l ic t  and for  a pol i t ica l
so lut ion.

The compromise rested on an
important premise. It was spelt out in
a r t i c l e  o n e  o f  t h e  P r e t o r i a
Declaration. Ir read: "Samora Moisaes

Machel  is  acknowledged as the
President of the People's Republic of
Mozambique." It was hardÌy evidence
of hostility toward Machel.

Later, after the collapse of the peace
talks, Renamo was to castigate South
Africa's Foreign Minister, Pik Botha,
as an "unconditional aÌly" of Machel's
govemment.

Similar sentiments were expressed
in Renamo notebooks captu ied by
F r e l i m c  t r o o p s  w h o  

-  
o v e r r a n

Renamo's main base at Coronzona in
August last year. The notebooks were
later released to the press in Maputo
by Frelimo.

But  the notebooks,  which were
written by secretaries of the Renamo
l e a d e  r ,  A l f o n s o  D h l a k a m a ,  a l s o
conta ined entr ies of  a  d i f ferenr  son.
They purported to convey messages
from the then Chief  o f  rhe South
Afr ican Defence Force,  General
Constand Vi i joen,  to  Dhlakama,
assur ing h im that  "Renamo st i l l  has
friends in the South Africa militarl"'.
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The entries struck a responsive cord
in the minds of many observers who
had long suspected rhe SA Defence
Force - or sections of it, particularly
in the Deparrmenr of Mil i tary
Intelligence - of covenly supporting
Renamo in defiance of the Nkomati
Accord.

tougher action against Machel and his
Fre l imo govemment.

' S e e n  
a g a i n s t  t h a t  b a c k g r o u n d ,

Botha 's  espousal  of  the Nkomat i
Accord cannot be dismissed as mere
cant  or  Machiavel l ian decept ion.

A n a l y s t s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s
De par tment  of  Fore ign Af fa i rs
further anticipated that Machel, under
the threat  of  escaiat ing c iv i i  war  at
home - signalied by the fall to rebels
of  towns in  nor them Mozambioue -

w a s  c o n s i d e r i n g  p e a c e  t a l k s  w i t h
Renamo.

But  they bel ieved he wouÌd f i rs t
have to face and overcome resistance
from the radical wing in his cabinet.

South Afr ica 's  mi l i tary  -  as
distinct írom poiice - leaders are
believed to have been less enthusiastic
about dealing with Machel as a seif-
proclaimed Marxist.

Their view, it is conjectured, was
that there was no point to concluding a
truce with Marxists: that thev should
be destroyed and defeated, noi feted as
potential allies.

The military view of Ìvlachel as a
Marx is t  who could not  chanse h is
i d e o l o g i c a l  s p o r s  w a s  s e e r À i n g l y
confirmed by the resurgence of ANC
act iv i ty  f rom Mozambique s ince the
beginning of  the year .  Accord ing to
the Ìú in is ter  of  Defence,  General
Magnus Ì r , la lan,  the rÈcent  border  land
mine explosion was the 23rd attack on
South Africa from Mozambique since
January.

Significantly it was Malan who led
the verbal  a t tack on Machel  in  the
wake of  the land mine b last .  The
psychological assault was the preludc
to economic war,  as mani fest  by
Pretoria's decision to terminate the
r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f
M o z a m b i c a n  w o r k e r s  a n d  t o
repatriare all those lawfully in South
Africa as soon as their conrracrs
expire.

Thus there may be men in  South
Afr ican mi l i tary  c i rc les who are
pleased to see the end of Machel. But it
does not automatically mean they
were responsible for his death.

If there is rejoicing, it is as likely to
be pleasure at Machel's bad luck as at a
s a b o t a g e  m i s s i o n  s u c c e s s f u l l y
accomplished.

A s  a  w e l l - p l a c e d  d i p l o m a t
remarked, it is hard to see how
Machel's death will benefit South
Africa. His potential successors and
co-members of the Frelimo politburo
- the diplomats named are Joaquin
Chissano, Marcelino Dos Santos ãnd
Sergio Vergio - are likely to adopt a
harder line toward South Africa.

Weekly Mail 24-30 October 1986


