
HastheTRC
o(S"found a%
smokinggun?

t was an intercsting and perhaps confusing
choice of wordsby the theTrudr and Reconcili-
ation Commission s investigativehea4 Dumisa
Nb€bez4 when he said the TRC had been pres-

enrted with "new evidence" tinking *re Machel air-
craft crash with activities of d-re former South African
Deftnce Fore (SADF}

He could ratherhavedistanc€d himself moreob
pctively from the ftesh disclosurcs by calling them
'daims-. The word evideme mightbe inbrprebdby
some as a fhding on dre veracity of ir We 

"ag.rlyawait the outcnme of &re in€mera inqr"tiry on June
4 however, to hear the TRCs formal pronouncement
onhow dependable it furds the new testimony.

hesumabty the TRC will be sifting anecdotal
even"hearsay material on June 4. We assume also
that this rnay be *re reason for shutting its doors, a
decisiom this ne$/spaper find disconcerting. The issue
of preventing wild allegations damaging individuals
could be addressed by forbidding the publication of
the identities of people implicated - until they have
had time to respond.

hompf full dirlosure on the snurgth of what
the TRC hears is, in our view, a poor second best

If treTRCdoes find a smokinggurv isittheriglrt
body to pursuea newinvestigation to ib condusion?
We think no,t. Probes into the Machel fragedy and d're
unsolved Helderberg myrsbry are better le{t to Attor-
neys.General and a variety of available investigators

$Dlified to dig for facb whidr often lurk in highly
tedrnical data.

Wtrile dre TRC dare not spum inblligence on
whatmay amqrntb rrurss murdery is itnot running
trerisk of tunringieeffinto a circusby taking such a
profile ttuoudl forrnal hearings? Quiet interviews
may have *ffioed to,test the "ngw eyidence".


