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l iozanbique faces i ts  gravest  hour  of  per i l

Por iuguese ru le in  1974.  The rebel  i lozambique

ovei run at  least  a c iozen imoorüant  tou lns in  the

and ,  no re  c r i t i ca1 ly , ,  t , a l :en  the  s t ra teq ic  b r idne

l - in i :s  ' t t - re  nc i 'ch ani  scut i r  o f  Í ' iozarnbioue.

Í t l - - ;houg i r  the  i ' ì f i ; i  s iandg nc  chance o i  over i ,h rou ing  i ,he

F:csrce  ; t  Sancra  i ì cc i re ì  ,  i - ,  c i ' rF ,  hope t ,c  ec i i ieve  t ,us  n ra jc r

subs t r .n ' " . i -a l  n r l - i ia :y  a ic i  i s  qu ic l<15r  lus i^ red  in i :  l ì czanb ique

c ie i "ea t  l lenano ls  r ìeLJ  o f fens ive .

F j r s t :  R e n c n o  c a n  h o p e  t o  r r . r i n  a n d  h o l d  e n o u o h  g r o u n d

c c u n t r y  t r  e s t : b l i s i r  e  r i v a l  ç t v e r n n e n t l  b u i  f c l  t h l s  t o

e f  f c c i , ; t r e  n i l i t a r 5 ,  a i c i  f l e r n  S o u t i i  A f r r c a .  S p l i ' r ' " i n g  f i i e

c  l - o n o - s t a n d i n g  c b j e c t , i v e  o f  R e r i : n o .

London LS October  19gC

s inee  i t s  i ndependence  f rom

trla' , ional Resistance (Renamd has

border ereas rrr i th Zambia and l ïa1aui

êc ross  the  Zenbes i  r i ve r  uh ich

Frel imo Governmeni  o1"

ob jec i i ves  un less

to aonta in anC t i ren

in the nor t l r  o i '  the

succeeci  i t  t . r i l l  requi re

ccun i ry  in  tuo  h :s  been

S e c c n c j ,  i "  c a n  m a ! < e  i h e  g e n e i e i -  s e c u r i ' u y  s i z u a t i o n  s o  d a n n e r o u s ' c l i a b  f ì a c i - l e 1

u : 1 1  b e  f o r c e d  t o  a c c e i l t  n o s ;  c ' i  l ì e n a n o t s  t , e r m s  f o l  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  c ú a - -  i i i o n

çove l i " ; r : :en t  es  -bhe pr ice  i 'o :  end: -nç  the  f igh i ing .  Th is  ob jec t ive  has  t i re  open

b : c  : i n o  c f  t l r e  P r e t o r i a  r e e i n e .

Tie dxenei ic  breai : i l r rcugh by Renar; ;o  is  b iered by Fres ident  Í iacheL on col lus ion

bei l ;een.South Âfr ica and t ia la t , i .  Bot i ,  these goveinments deny h is  charges.

Evider ,ce in  suppor t  o f  I . lachel ts  accusat icns is  i :  be found in  the sequel  of  events

leadinc us to Rcnarnols  successfu l  o f fenslve.



l ' ìozambique

0n  11  Scp t ,enbc : ,  F res iden t  [ ' ì ac l - re1 ,  F res iden t  l (eunc ja  o f  Zanb ia  and  Pr ine

i ' l in is ì ;er  Robert  f lunabe o i  Z inbabue made a dónerc l re cn

meet ing  in  h i s  cap i ta l l  L i l onguêr They demancied ihe

al-L Rena; , ro fcrces f rcm [ ' ]a1ar , l i  ter r i tcrSr ,  fa i l ing u l r ich
?

b e  t a l < e n  a q a i n s t  t { a l - a t L r i r  u h i c h  c o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  c u ' b - o i ' f

P r e s i d e n t  B a n d a  a t  a

irnrnediate expulsion of

c iunter-neesules uculd

o f  h i s  J ines  o f

con:runicat icn end i , l - re  p lacenent  of  a  bat tery of  rn iss i les a long h is  bcrder .

/ ,J- i l rouqh Barrda cont inued io  deny the charge that  Renamo uas aLloued to

na in ia in  bases  on  h is  te r r i to ry ,  he  agreed  io  es tab l i sh  a  jo in t  secur i t y

conrnission rr l i ih l ' iozambieueo

0n L7 Sepienber he sent a 16-man delegation to I' laputo to begin talks abou#

esiebl is l r inç such a conmiss ion.  0n the sane day Renano launched i ts  of fensive] '

Sone re; :or ts  c la1n " ,hai  es nan) ,  as 10r000 i ìenano acüj -v is is  and suppor ters crossed

j .nto the : : rder  p iov inces of  l ì lanoe and Tete;  i t  is  inpossib le to  dei ,ern ine hou

nany of iirese u'e:e arneC queri.lIas and hou nany uexe civilians. i-lhat is ce:iain

is  
"hat  

the at t : :c l<ers had cone f ron t iaLeui .  i *

Thele cre tuo possibì -e e><planai ions for  t ì re  i i rn ing cf l  the o i fens ive.  The;

r" i :s t  is  tha i  j . t  r , ras i i re  s i : r i  o f  t i :e  ra iny seêson u l ì ich favcu: :  çruer i l lê

o;cra i :ons;  ani  ìhe secanr j  is  t i ra i ,  lcced u i th  D: .  ! i .ndc ls  o lc iers that  t i re

f lenenc p:ese: :cc be :enoved i " ro iJ  Í ]c lau i ,  i ls  ]eadels  c i icse to launcl r  a  fu l l

t - i a í : n - i v o  r - + l ' . -  + ' a ã -  r r r l .  i 5 e r i . : . c ì r r r : c  f  n  i  r o  F n e i + l r n  n i  5 - l , i h ô  f o  e r r - n o r f C e i .  t C

iri 'c [ìoz3nbiquc alny.

i - - - - , - - - . -  . : í . r , , : 1n : ì r è  n ì .  i n  j - : ,È  êê r r Ì ã r ìCe  C i  CVen tS  , r aS  F ; ' e tO f j a l s- . .  i - r u :  v J ' r L  u u v e : u P : . r u . , u

:c :c i ion in  ia le  r r ,u3usü fo a lanCninc e; r l lcs ion on i l re  [ ìozenbique-5oufh.  Afr ican

bc:Cer uiiich u3unried six 5Í: solriiers. Fretorie cl-eined the landnine uas Dl.enied

'a\ r  I : ' i  i r 'ên*^r .^ f  ̂  n ìF-ârr ' : -  This  in : idcnt  uas the

cul -n inai ion 3 i  a  ser ies o i  conpia i -n;s  by F:e ' "c : ia  that  the Âi iC had been a l loueci

ic  re-cs iabl ish i ts  c :esence in  l iozanbioue in  coni iavent i .on of  the lJkoaaüi -  Accord

Ás an imnecij-ate reprisai, Pre'toria announced ii uould no longer allotl

liozanbican niçr:nts tc be recrulted for uorl< on SA rnines and farms. But ít stíIl



ins is ted t l ra t  th is  d ic j  not  rnean scrapping the l ' i l<or ia t i  Accord r r lh ich,  by

been  v i r tua l l y  e roded  as  e  :asu1 t  o f  18  mont l ' r s  o f  conp la in ts  by  t {ache l

SA mi l i t a ry  hac l  never ,  i n  fac t ,  honcured  i t s  s ide  o f  the 'ag reenen t  to

R e n a n o .

f ' lachel  c l -a ined that ,

fc  prov ide a pret ,ext  for

Rcnano.  His  c la in seenns

have been so c lurnsy as to

the landmine had beerr  p l -anted by the SA ãrmy in  order

plant a l -andmine ühat r : lould blou up i ts obln l ; teno

In  mid-Augustr  l ' lozambiquels  secur i ty  serv ice c la inred that

[ ' lozambique

t h e n ,  h a d

that  the

stop a id ing

renetr - r ing at tac!<s on f , ' lozambique and to cover  up suppor t ,  for

improbable s ince i t  is  unl i t<e ly  t l ra t  the SA erhy r , lou]  d

ui ih  those u l i r ich had suppJ. ied Renano before the l ' l l<omat l  Acerrd

again landing on runua) /s  in  f lan ica prov ince ur i i ;h  suppJ- ies ior

a i r c ra f t  i den t i ca l

uas s igned krere

Renano .

Denia ls  b) ,  l ' ]cza.nbioue t ,hat  i t  has a l  J-or , leC the return of  an A;JC p:esence are

r e j e c i , e c l  b ) ,  F r e t o l i a .  I t s  u l a r n i n ç s  a b c u t  t f u e  i n | e n t i o n s  o f  t i : e  E , ' , e i n ) , ,  u n l e s s

S A  s L a n d s  i e a d y{ - } - ^  r : ! r '  e n c e  i s  r e E o v e c i l  a r e  i i e a ' c e d  i n  [ ì e p u t o  a s  e v i d e n c e  ' u h a i
u l  r t J  1 1 l  J U  P l -  | . - ; ì

i o  l - :unch a  fu i - I -sca l -e  rn i l i i a ry  o f í 'ens ive  aga ins i  l i czanb ique.

So, by àhe t i rne o i  the 1? SepteÍ ìbei  o i fen,s ive,  re laLicns hetueen S. .1,  l1a laui -

ancì iìozanbique Ìlere severei), strained. 9ut r..rlra t is ihe evidence that tl:e 5A

niL iLa:y u:s ,  in  fact ,  heì -p ing to t : :a in  Henano forces in  Í ìe . Ì ,a , " t i?

Tl rc  pu:e iy  c  i ;cu:s  t :n ' t ie  -1.  cv ldcnce is  lha i  c i .cne; ' .s  in  ihc 5; i  n i l i tary  l rad

cont inueC ic  nain la in ccn ' tact  r , l i th  i ' lenrnc anC su;-pÌ !ed i ' i  u i ih  essent iaL ncte: ia l

s ince ihe l i i (on. i i  Âccord t ras s icned.  Pret l r ie  has hed ic  adni ' t  on severe l

oc es lcn:  ' : r ,c""  t l rcre hcC becn b:eaehcs of  t i ie  Í .ccoru,  5r , ' *  i ;  e>:21ained ' ;hcse aucy

as belng par i  o i  i ;s  e i icr ts  'co t :y  anC persuacie Renanc to a-oree i : ,  begin

necc: ia t lons over  endinç '  ihe f ight inq.  This  e>:p lenai ion has nc""  sat is f iec i  l lachel ;

nc:  is  i i  con: is ten"  u i th  one o i  Fretur ia ls  adni .ss lons t l ìa t  e  5A s 'ubr : :ar ine had

ianl )eC suppl ! .es on the Í ' Ìozanbique coast  s ince z i re Accord uas s iqneC.

thc

ì  c  a r .

- j - l l t i  U r

S o n e

I  - -

si -cn

open secret  that  impol tan 'L e ' ìer ;ents i r r  r ì re  S: .  a t r Ì \ '  Lrere unhappSr aboui

i , i - re  ÍJ l<cna' ; : -  ÂcccrC,  uì r !ch the; ,  sar :J  es e betrayaì  o ' i  t l re i r  aJ- iy t

o i  these  e lenen ts  have  had  te  be  c i i sc ipL incd  b ) ' i ' he  De ience  í ì i n i s te r lR e n a ; c .



l . õ  ì
u v r  I

I  - -  . - 2 ^

9U- t  C ; '

-''ì ó ì' ,-ì ìa o , l , c c o l d  u a s

i loz r i ib i : ;ue

ad; : :  Led ' "hei ,  tha cr ; jy

S . \  u i t i i  t he i r  equ ipnen i ,

f i n a l l r T  s i o n e d .  S C i l e- - 3

h a d

b u i ner r 5 ôf o r

ti- le

f a :  i l i t a i e d

n J r r ' r -  i h n !
. .  v t  r g  J

_ - - ^ - -  t t - r  - - ã
I  r i J l  ' . : . , 1 U  u l  i -  t J J

- r  I

t l r i s  uas  done

r l

t  ú r l . L u r |  : U I  t

o f  t h e s e

D e s r : i  ; e  D :

l a  : : : - r c  h e s  - 3 J r l

u . .3ss  ' - : i : c  i r : c i

c : 1 3 : 3 i : n , 1  i r c n

i l e d  i : c n  t r e

c t :  s3 -o  l e  3su l t 3s  : e ' l . L , . . i cen

c l  1 :  ; c n t l r s  i l - - c l i c l -  h  s

cef ; r f  s  :n  i la ia ' : i .  ' ; . r i r i c i r  ue :e  su Í r í - :csed

i n  f l o z a n b i i u e  a n d  i ; o  e s c a p e

t i re  i lczenl - :  ique secur  i  'Ly

J r . c 3 l e C  t c  S a n d a  t c  D U t

io  shou  tha t

io  housc

be ing  cauç ï r i

i o i c e s .  O v e l  a

^ $ - ^  . ' - ^  - c n a n o t :
! :  \ ) U r P  L I J  l l

B : i - l C a t s  r e p e a i e d  d e n í a i s  t i i e : e  l - s  s ; r r n g  a v i d e n c e

' : ta : r

Since i ' ìe l -au i  anc . l  S ;^ i  na i

t : u : i s t  t : a i i r c  ' r e ' L u e e n  { , i : e

n c  i  n ; : i  n : n q  i c g u J - a :  c : n ; a c t

- - - t t ì - ã :  r - r r ì
J U : j - .

n t a ì n  d i , : l o n a ; r c  r e - r - a ; i : n s  a n d  i ' : e r e  i s  a  s i z a b l e

' l ; t ' . r o  c c u n ' ; i i e s  t l : e : e  a : s  n o  o b s ' c a c l e s  t o  5 , ì  a g e n t s

u : i ; i i  t i l e  R e n c n r c  i o : c e  i n  L h e  c o u n t r / r

t l ' : : e  , l s  a  l - . , l i r i t e  c : c s e n c c l  i n  l e n : n . . :  r s  e s i : c i i s i r e C  b y  i , i r e  f a c t  t i r a i

, c =  u e l e  s e e n  t r  b e  l : : e s e n ' c  u h e n  a  l c n a n o  b l r g : c l e  a t t a c l < e d  L i o n a  i n

: a 5 - ì r , : . r ^ o  . ì r ì  L Z  J u l i , .  i l c u J B ! _ ' e r ,  t , l - l = s e  n . ç i i , ;  i i c v e  b e e n  S c u i : h  A f  . . i c e . r : s  o D

e  s u ì D : r ; e r s  o l  i ì e n a n c .

a  I  l ! r  v

' l : i- lree '."i1-,i

t .

F o r ; u n u c c

But  an o i iens ive such as that  launci ìed by Renano on 17 Septenber  could only

have succeeded i f  Í ts  forces had adequate arms.  ï i ìe  natu la l  suspic ion is  that

thesa cane f ron 54.

Uhatevar  the t ru ih in  thasa rnur l<y depths of  c l :ndest ine uar fa le,  thê preseni ;

situaiion seei:ìs to marl< the forrna! enC oi' the 30 r,ronths of uneasy reLations betlresn

f ' laeutc and Pis tor ia  s ince the s ionino of  t i re  f l l<omat i  Accord.  0nce Pre l ior ia  bel - iavet

as i t  c lear ly  dces,  that  the Al lC is  again operat ing in  t {ozanbique and s lnée i t  r r r i l l

no lonçor  iee l  bound to observe the le t ter ,  le t  a lone t l re  sp i r i t r  o i  t i rs  Accordt

i ts  obvious dofencs posiure u, i l l  be to resune i ts  suppor t  for  Ronemo.

This  is  ccr ta in ly  the v ier , r  taken by the leaders of  t i re  s ix  Front l Í .ne States

uhen thrry net last ueel< in tíaputor and uiren Kaunda and i' lugabe ruet again in Hacare

th is  ueel<.  In  the i r  v ieu,  l ' lozanbiqua nou stands in  urgent  need of  externaÌ



l lozambique

ni l i tary eid to confront the Renamo-SA offensive. Zi-mbabue has maintained an

esi inated ni l i tary force of  61000 men in l lozambique since mid-I985. But i t  is

fel-'" that additional forces are necessary. The question ls uhere tlìey tiII come

from.

f lugabe has stated his s irong preference for a Fan-Afr ican force; but ' "he

dcubt is uhethar the:e is i ine for suclr  a fotce to be despatched quicl<ly,  given the

logist ical  ueal :nesses of rnost Afr ican armies.

The Front l ine Ìeaders are convinced that  Pretor ia ls  present  s t rategy Ls to

uleck any prospect  of  ' "he border  countr ies ending thei r  dependence on

connunicatioÈ through SA by inrproving the road and rail l inks to tlìB sea through

flozanbique, uhich has attracted Ë,400 m of international aid.

In  Fretor i -a  t l ìe  haul (s  nou ru le the roost  because of  SAls nood of  determinat ion

:o res is t  ex iernal  pressules e>:erc ised through the in 'uernai ional .  prooranne o i

san: ' l ions anc ' the s fc ie  o i  secur i iy  ins ide i l rc  countr ) , .  The haul<s a le a lsc in  a

n:rod tc i ' lex 'Lireil nuso-ì-es aeair,st tirc F:cntiine Siê Les Èo cienonstiate that 5A i.s no.

^ a : . i t t  1 ' r  n r l i * r t t r * a  * n  r l ' - : -
ì J r s e o u : u - .

Â11 t i rese i ' a c t o t s  c ü n b i n c  t o  i n t e n s i f i ,  ' L h c  d a n q e r o u s  s i t u a i , i o n  u h r c h  h a s  a i j . s c n

3 n d  u h i c l i  c o n i t o n i s  ' ; h e  F l o n t - l - i n e  l e a d e i s  L i : i t h  t h a  s e r i o u sin  [ ' ' cza ' rb i  oue

cha ì  l -e  noe o f
t i i r cc 'ce  rec i

l rcu  t l  t cscue " i  ,e i : /  cc  ì  I -e  aque.

) r : : '  C t ìC i í  t


