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Fortugal's aims in Mozambique explained
Continued from page 1

The Afr icans in the distr ict
rvere essentially peaceful by
rìature and Frelimo (the Nfozanr-
bique Liberation Front) had
needed f irst to use selective
terrorism against tr ibal leaders
and then Í lore general terrorism
against the local populat ion as
ir rvhole to obtain their coopera-
t ion. This had proved relat i ' r 'ely
easy with vi l lagers l iving in
srnal l  scattered communit ies.

About  900 people ,  inc lud ing
100 tr ibal leaders, had been
murdered t0 Ír ighten the
vi l lagers ir ì to providing support
for thq terrorists.

The  ̂  degree to  which rura l
Afr icahs accepted resett lement
in aldeamentos varied. The more
sophist icated rvere eager to
move because they were aware
of . the.advantages, but the more
primit ive were sometimes reluc-
tanr ar f i rst.  The category of t l ie
vi i ìagers in the area south of
Tete could be placed sonrewhere
in  t he  m idd le  o f  t he  two
extfelÌ1es.

Re fe r r i ng  to  the  t Ì r ree  s tagcs
o f  rese t t l emen t  opera t ions - -
volqr tar i ly ,  then rv i th in a t i rne
l i n r i t  sc t  bv  the  A l ' r t t v ,  t r sua Ì ì v
abe{ r t  t \ 1 'o  mon ths .  a l rd  th t :n  hv
thc  u i c  o f  a  ce r ta in  degrec  o f
force-the general  said the fact

that force might be used did not
mean that vi l Ìagers n'ould be
removed violently.

The mil i tarv forces deployed
fclr the rask in the area of the
al leged nlassacres had been l ight
infantry units. When I asked
GeneraÌ de Arriaga why some of
the abandorred v i l lages sout l ì  o f
Tete had Ìreen destroved bv
burning r,r ' Ìr i le others had not, he
rep l ied that  i t  was a loca l  proce-
dure and he could  not  g ive an
answer .

What  happened in  s i tuat ions
where Frel irno units surrounded
thelnselyes with their 0rvl1
supporters from the local popu-
Iat ion ? That was a vital prob-
lem, tÌre general adrnit ted. I t
could not be said that innocent
people were not sometimes
ki l led ; but during the Second
World War Britain had had no
scrup les in  bombing Ber l in  and
other  Ìarge c i t ies ,  caus ing the
deaths o f  innocent  c iv i l ians.

In  th is  respect ,  the generaì
clec]ared, the Portuguese rvere
fa i rer  than Br i ta in .  in  that  the
area rvas so v i ta ì  t l ra t  the Army
rvas extrer-nely caref ul l lot to
hur t  the Ioca l  people  even rv l ren
t Ì rey were cont ro l ìed bv
F re l i n ro .

When t lre . \rm1' rì iscovered a
guerri l la hir le-r:ut,  i t  usual ly

lvould warn the locaì  populat ion
by  d ropp ing  lea f le t s  o r  b road-
cast ing warnings through loud-
speakers mounted in a i rcraf t ,
However ,  t he  genera l  added
that  he chal lenged any coÌr Ì -
martder in the rvorìd to be so
human i ta r ian  as  to  sac r i f i ce
en t i re l y  the  p ro f i t  o f  an  opera -
t i on  fo r  the  sake  o f  the  c i v i l i a r r s
i r r  t he  a rea .

D iscuss ing  thc  source  o f
Father Hast ings's massacre
reports,  General  de Arr iaga
pointed out  that  the al legat ion.s
being made against  the Portu-
guese Army were coming f rom
perhaps 20 or  30 pr iests out  of
a total of some 500 in Mozam-
bique,  and th is ì {as not  such a
signi f icant  number.

When asked what he regarded
as the ì t lot ives of  the cr i t ical
pr iests,  the general  said he fe l t
that  some Burgos Fathers l rad
conv inced  themse ìves  t l ì a t
F ' re l imo would wirr  the rvar and
had  dec ìded  no t  to  beconre
l i nked  w i t Ì l  t he  los ing  s ide .' f he re  

was  a  document  to  th i s
ef fect .

t I e  was  as ton ished  tha t  p r ies ts
shou ld  t rase  t ì re i r  pos i t i on  o r ì
p rac t i ca l  l a the r  than  on  n ro ra l
pos i t i o r r s .  The  fac t  was  tba f
thcy supported Fr"el inro ancl
he lped  peop le  t ç r  become te r ro r -

ists. In that respect they were
responsible for: the death of
many peopÌe, both terrorists
and Portuguese soldiers.

Irr reply to my question
rvhether the Portuguese Arnty
sal lct ioned the use of forture to
obtain inforrnatìon, General de
Arr iaga sa id  i t  d id  nor  under
arìy circunstances. Regardirrg
the more macabre aspects  o f  t l te
a l legat ions nrade by Father
t{ast ings, the General said the: '
r-aused him to wonder wlrether
the Father' 's rrrental facult ie.
were entirely nonnal.

Throughout the intervien
rvhicl'r took place at his resi
dence, Generaì de Arriaga, wear
ing a civi l ian suit  and speakini
through an Army interpreter
emphasized what he regarded a:
th e posit ive aspects of th r:
Army's role in N{ozanrbiqun:
This was the construction r.rf
aldeqntentos to faci l i tate social
progress, and the creatiol l  of an
;ìntr-cof'tllllu nlst, a ntr-racrst popll-
lace.

Giv ing no h in t  o f  any h idden
cor lcer l ì  over  the massacre a l le-
gat ions,  h is  rnood rvas genia l  and
his  manner  re laxed.  He madc i t
clear that he personally ìva.s
satisf ied rvith the conduct of his
troops aud expected ,r is word qn
the nratter to be acceptecl.  "* '


