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J'HE I\iIASSACRE IN MOZAMBIQT]E
Nobody can t 'cad Fathe l  Adr ian
IÌast ings' repoft cr l  nt irs.sacres in
]u - Iozanr l> i r i r . re  b  r '  l )o l tuguese

t r0oÌ)s of  v i l ìogers r r ' Ì ro syrnpa-
t i r i se  n ' i t [ r  t he  ] ì re l Íu ro  i ns r r rge r r t s ,
i , , ' j t hou t  f c ' e l i r : gs  o I  s l rock  and
hor ro r .  I t  r v i l l  i r t t rne t ì i a te l y  Ì re
i r s l ; e r l  r f  i t  c iu )  Ì re  t rue .  \ , \ I c
l l e l i c i ' c  t h a r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n a t u l ' c  o f
t l r c  t l c ta i l s ,  i ucJuc l i ng  r tan res  o f
$( ,n1e , l f  thc v ict i t t ts .  urhicÌ r  a le
nolv pr-rb l is i red,  and the standi Ì rg
ot  t ì re CatÌ ro l ic  tn iss ionar ies lvho
nradc the invcst igat ion,  pernrì t
I  Ì t t ì  c  t ì r - rubt  of  t Ì re substant ia l
accuracy of  the repoÌ ' t .  The fur-
ther ( Ìuest ion,  of  course,  is
rvhether lVi r iyamrr is ,  as the rn is-
s ionar ies  con tend ,  on ly  one  in  a
ser ies of  srrcÌ r  atroci t ies.  We have
no suclr  s1>eci Ì ic  detai ) .s  of  others,
but  the c l targe rernair rs í r  very
gÌ 'avc t f  t ìe.  ,

t ì o r  i t  l s  cêsy  to  see  the  lo rce
o [  ï ra t ] r c l  Has t ins .s ' r , i evç  t l : a t  rhc
c ìe ta i l s  o l  

' t Ì t e  
s la t rg l t t e . r ' a t  !V i r i -

- - r 'a l ì ìu g iven by t l ie  rn iss iouar ies
r i v a l s  i r r  h o r l o r  b o t l r  t Ì t c  s h o o t -
i ngs  a t  Sharpcv i l ì e  i n  1960 ,  anc ì
t l rc  \ , Iy  Lai  scani la l  oF 1968, and
i t  on )y  ren ra i r t s  to  be  seen  whe t l re r
\ \ ; i r ì .yamu ' ,v i l l  havt  thr--  san:e far
: ' each ing  consequençes  fo r  Por .
l pga ì  as  t i rose  t r vo  d i sas re rs  had

for SoutÌr Afr ica and the United
States.

It  rvi l l  be asked i f  t Ìre autlrori-
ties in I,isi;on itave knorvÌedge of
these cvents. This is of forenrost
concerrÌ tr.l Dr Çaetano, the Portu-
guese Prirne Ìvlinister. I{c is drre
to visi t  Bri tain in a rveek's t ime.
ar rd  l te  rv i l Ì  sureÌy  bc asked to
coÌrìmerlr orr this report.  I t  must
be assunrcd therefore that the
I)oÌtugues e govêrnnlent lvi l l  make
enquir ies prornptly. Both tÌre
iìrmy and the pol i t icai pol ice
(which I)r Caetano at t l le outser
of his premiership made a shorv
of abol ishing) are impÌicated. I t
is fair to renl ind him, in advance
of tris visit, that in hlay tbis yenr
he toÌd his first party congress
that' " if there exists any govern-
mcnt anxious tct guarantee the
fundamental i ibert ies, i t  is mine."

There have been reports in the
past rif missionaries protesting
against brut'aìity by thc Portu-
guese forces in N'Íozarnbique, or
pìeading for  jus t icc ,  and then
being siÌenced after cl iarges of
activi t ics against the stare, In
NIal ' ,  i971, for instance, the
White Fathcrs withdrerv from
N{ozanrbique after sucÌr charges
by the Portuguese Foreign ÌvÍ inis-
ter. I 'wo of the SpanisÌr rnissiou-
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aries who tr ied to protesr even
before the events at lVir iyamu
occurrc-d, werê inrprisoned.
Fatber I íast ings stares that al l
nr issions in the area have been
closed, so that information is now
harcl ro get-and irr Wir iyamu
attempts \çere made to erÌsure
that no witnesses survived. Frel i-
nro, of course, has made ntany
accusations*though not appar-
ently aÌront Wiriyamu.

The struggle bcrvreen the
insurgents of the Mozanrbique
Liberation Ììronr (Frelinro) ãnd
the PortugÌlese has gone on for
ten years. Pcriodically the
Portuguesc have macle statenents
that imply that Frel irno is col.
ìapsing for rvant of Iocal support.
But niassacrcs on', the scále of
Wiriyamu suggest it has support,
at least in Iarge areas, and that
the Portuguese are resort ing in
desperation to merhods of fr ieht-
fulness which in t Ìre pasr hãve
usually srrengthened lolal rcsisr-
ance. I f  lVir iyamu is orrìy onc
incident of many, thc rvar is not
rvon for Portugal (horvever many
l l lacks rnay serve as soldiers) but
is probably Ìost. Most Portuguese,
if rhey â.ccept the facts, rvould
agree. The signif icancc of
Wiriyamu is therefore hard to
un dcrs ta te ,


