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Mozambicans lose homes to fascists

ABOUT 1500 Mozambicans in
Zumbu and Pangula areas of
Tete Province are homeless;
they are facing starvation fol-
lowing the recent joint operae
tions carried out by South Afe
rican and Rhodesian troops.:
Mr. Samors Machel, the
President of the Mozambican
1iberation Front (Frelimo)dis-
olosed this in Dar es Salaam
.yosterday. The areas attacked
by the fescist troops — using
hellcopters, militaryplanes and
- warships on the Zambezl River
- 110 near the Mozambican
border with Zimbabweand 2Zam-

bia,

President Machel said that
the fascist troops crossed the
Zambezi River on July 1 by
boat and helicopter and started
a8 terror campaign — killing
. Ten, women and children and
burning houses, The people had
to flee to the mountains where

they are facing starvation,
© Mr, Machel said that these
sperations by the troops of the
-‘minority regimes were onlyone
part of a grand design to en-
.trench white settler rule in
Mozambique. The intentionof the
‘racists was to construct &
-blg port in that area on the

Zambezi River and to make the
river navigable, which it is not
presently because of Frelimo
operations in that area,

“The aim, Mr. Machel said,
wis to destroy everything that
‘mekes it possible for the popula«
tion to live in that area, force
ing the population to leave the
area, This, the racists hoped,
would. take away swport for
Frelimo guerrillas.

- The President said that the
Portuguese wanted thatarea for
settloment © by  Portuguese
mionals Uving in other couns
tries in Western Europe, thus

creating an ¢African Brazil®,

This would be ITke the %tro-
ploaligation of Portugal®,
he said, He observedthe Portue
guese lving in other European
oountries would find the
proposition attractivesasthey
are leading a miserable life
there and are treated llke re.
fugees. In Mozambique, they
were promised money, fertile
1and and other forms of assis-
tance,

The “tropicalisation® proe
gramme would be of advantage
to Portugal if she found she
had no way except to grant
independence to Mozambique be-

‘cause there would be a huge

sottler oommunity that would
still be loyal to Portugal —
something similar to what

Brazil is to Portugal toda
Mr. Machel satd, v

The Portuguese and their
South Africanand Rhodesian col-
laborators would like to defénd
the Cabora Bassa Dam theareas
surrounding which have been &
scene of Frelimo guerrilla’
operations.

There was & realisation on
the part of South Afris and
Rhodesia that Portugal alone
was too weak In the foe of
the increasing strength of
Frelimo and that the only way
to deal with the freedom fighters
was by concerted efforts of the
racist troops. ‘

Despite this, he sald, Frelimo
was prepared to moet the chals
langs andthatadequate preparas
tions had been made to face the
ey situation, The present joint
dction by the racists was &
reflection of the strength of
Frelimo in the vital Tete Pro-
vince and the successful guere
rilla operations in Manica e
Sofala, the “*stomach of
Mozambique,”

The involvement of all the
oppressive forces in Southerh
Africa might create new con-
tradictions in South Africa and
Rhodesia, Progressive forcas
were likely to be more vocal
against the racist regimes,
he said, Other elements who
had hitherto kept quiet on the
state of affairs would now be
interested because ¢it will, af-
ter all, be South African and
Rhodesian troops dying in Mo-
zambique®, and the economic
‘burden will be heavier than
‘ever before, ,

oOn the recalling of General
Kaulza ¢’ Arriaga, the former
commander of Portuguese for-
ces in Mozambique, Mr. Ma-
chel sajd that his presence in
Mozambique had been ¢very
useful® to Frelimo and *we
liked him very much®, On his
dppointment in 1970 Kaulza,
& Nato expert on counter-in-
-surgency, promised to *wipe
out’ Frelimo in #just three
months®,

But three years later %he
had done nothing and; accord-
ing to the President he had help-
ed Frelimo forces to mature, to
learn to fight against planes
and helicopters, to kill more’
enemy soldiers than ever and
to open & new front in Ma-
nica e Sofals,

In  addition, Ksulze had

‘created more contradictions

:.‘il Mozambigue because hehad

ed himself with *}ozam-
ﬂclg' Fortuguese wn?‘ whnted
Mozambique to be findepen-
dent®, Thus there was s con-
tradiction between secessio-
nists and those who prefer di-
rect colonial links with Lisbon,
®1t is the case of two dogs
fighting for the same bone”,
President Machel said, *and
the only .real enemy these

dogs have is Frelimo®.

On what other liberation mo-
vements in‘ Southern Alrica
might do_to help the sftuation
in Mozambique, the President
said the first tfung was unity,
«without unity you cannot do
anything against the racists,
I they unite their forces they
will be more effective in their
countries and this will help
ease the sftuation in Mozam-
bique®, ’
® A statement issued in Dar
es Salaam yesterdaybythe CAU
Liberation Commitiee saidthat
the *committee has been kept
informed and has given assis-
tance {n order to meet the
exigencies of the situmtion”.

The gtatement added that the
participation of South Africs
and Rhodesia insupportof Pore
tugal “demonstrates the ine
ternationalisation of the conflict
being sought by Portugal”.

The Committee called upon.

-the NATO powers to isolate

the colonialists from the ine
termational community,

The QAU Liberation Come
mitee Standing Committees
which have been meeting in the
capital for the past one week
were expected to end their deli.
berations yesterday. ’

The Committees have,among
other things been drafting rules
and regulations as well as mak-
ing & number of amendmsents
concerning fimancial matters
and appointments,

The meeting was also being
attended by the OAU Asgsistant
Secretary-General in charge of
Political Affairs, Peter Onu,
The delibéerations of the Stand-

.ing Committees will be pre-

sented to the OAU Liberation
Committee meeting scheduled
for October this year in Mogae
dishu, Somalia.



