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ZANZIBAR, CAIRO AND MOZAMBIqUT

ZAMBIA-A LAST ACT AND A BEGII\NI}TG

SOUTH WEST AFRICA-RIVAI, STRATEGIES

NEWS OR VIEWS ?

There has been much speculation on the report that Russian military advisers and men of the
former Zanzlbar People's Liberation Army (PLA) have arrived in Mtrn'ara, South Tanganyika, to
take part in operations against Mozambique. However, our information from Dar-es-S alaam is that
the loo PLA men who, with six Russian military advisers in plain clothes, boarded the former Sultan
of Zanzibar's yacht (renamed A"frika) on October r r were being moved to Southern Tanganyika
primarily for training purposes. The yacht carried with them light anti-aircraft guns and anti-tank
weapons. At a distance, the PLA commander on the Afrika looked very much like z4-year-old Ali
Mahfud. He is PLA's second-in-command and has just recently been elected to the Revolutionary
Council. Mahfud came to Britain as a student in May rg58. He later opened Zanzibar's office in
Cuba in I96e. He is a close friend of Mr. Babu.

Originally, the Zanzibar target for the PLA was a force of r,ooo men. But reliable current
estimates put the figure at around 5oo. About 3oo of these are now training in Tanganyika; with
roo just moved to Southern Tanganyika, that leaves only roo behind in Zanzibar. Integration rvith
the Tanganyikan army has been slow and hard. Although it was to have taken place at the time
of Union (April 27, rg6+) it has in fact only just technically taken place. Meanr,vhile, the PLA has
had some 30 to 4o Russian advisers and a dozen military experts from China.

It is natural that the United Republic should feel nervous about the border with Mozambique
now that anti-Portuguese rebel operations there have begun, and now that refugees are arriving in
large numbers across the Ruvuma river. The Portuguese could attack refugee camps on the border
(the largest is outside Lindi). They could also retaliate if freedom fighter border crossings increase.
This is another reason for the movement of PLA troops to assist the battalion of the United Republic's
army stationed in Nachingwea. Anti-aircraft weapons in particular are needed in case the Portuguese
-who have reacted strongly to the first border raids-send over planes to attack the camp. But the
presence of Russian advisers near a theatre of fighting is a gift to Portuguese propaganda.

A correspondent writes :

Most of the Mozambique freedom fighters have been trained in Algeria [see Arruce rg64, No. ro].
About Bo of them were used in launching the first thrust on the night of September e5-e6. This
action came after seething frustration which was caused by:

(a) The Committee of Nine's inaction.
(f) Dr. Banda's good-neighbourly relations with Portugal. Dr. Eduardo l\{ondlane's Liberation

Front (FRELIMO) was closer to Chipembere and Chiume. With them out of the Malawi
Government, hopes for a second base and HQ were dashed.



(r) The failure to irit at Fortr-rgal on three fi'onts at once--Angola, Guinea and Mozambique.
The Angolan collapse fsee Anarca 1964, I'tro. 2o-] has allorvecl Portr-r3^al to move more troops into
Mozambique, where they now ha',re five military stations rvith airstrips rlear the frontier.

(d) lJot nrany r;f'the refiigees c,:rning ?.w"y fi"onr li4o:,rmbiquc ',vere the type to mal<e good
fieeclom fighicrs.

(e) Increasing evidence of Poriuguese all iance nvith. South Afiica, both economic and rnil i tary.
But ihis rnoirtlr, liireration rnor/ernents, and in particu-lar hfoza.mbiclue's I?R-EI.Indo, got a

bccster: in Cairo fi 'om the htron-Aligned Conference (October 5). Evidencc of nrw militanor lvas:
(i) "h4any irationi e:<1-'rel:ecl -willing,ress to heip tlie CAU in its move to liberate the lvhole of Africa"--
to use the rqrorcls of lo,ir. Cclakzr, Ugancla's hdinister for Foreign Affairs. The Ministcr acldecl that the
OA{J need.ecl. helo especielQ irt i'ie'tu oJ the pi'esent trend of euents h A[ozainb'iqtLe.

(i i) At Cairo, President 
'I i io 

spent sorne time talking to representatives of the Conftr 'ence of
National I ' , '{overnents fbl the Liberation of Poriuguese Colonies--especially to its Secretary-General,
Vtrarcelino Dos Sani-os. ite o,l"sa asked ilrc FR"ELIiv{A refsrtsentatiue about tlrc latest ltosition in l4ozamlsiqu,e"
He prc;,.checl unit.,'to al.l frceclorn figliters, ancl told tirem: "We are cleeply a\,vare of tlie fa.ct that you
treecl noi ontry mcl'al br-rt also materinl sr(tfort, for a solclier cannot fight ivithout anns."

(i i i) Foinl Cne iq the Conftrence's final clecla,ratioll on " concerted action for the l i l ,:eration of
the co',tniries sti i l  cleirenclent " states that the process of l iberatitrn is irresistible and irreversible. It
goes on to Ceciai'e its clett:rrnination that " tirc peopies oi these terril-ories accede imrnecliately to
independence r,vithout a:ny conditions or reservations." In aclclition the declaration " urges the
participating countries to afford all necessary matcrial support-financial and military-to the
fre edom figirters in the territories nnder Portuguese cclonial rule; takcs the vierv that support shouid
he given to the revoli-rtionary Government of Aligola in Exile, and to the nationalist movements
struggling for t l ie independence of the Portuguese colonies, a.ncl assistance to the special bureau set
up by the Organisation of African Unity in regarcl to the application of sanctions against Portugal."

S pe natiem f'€ozarrm bfi q EBe
The recognition l-iral hfczainbique r,vas the next place to feel the iveighi of a liberation stiuggle

lecl to the rush of some T,ooo refugees into Tanganyika. lrr{any of these ztre Cazed and do not knor,,u'
cxactly r,.ltat thei' arc flecing [r'om. Then came tire official anirottncemeliI by E.Juarclo Moncllane that
n;.ilitary opcrations haclr staried, spcarhea,clecl by six coiriin:rndo grolqls of lV{ozambique freedom fighters.

-l'iris 
rveck Oscar Kami:ona, the Llnited Republic's lioreign h{inister and Chairman of the

Comrnit-tee of l{ine, allnourlcecl forrnall,v that " resistance in h,{ozarnbique has startecl and no arnoLrnt
of intimidation frorn Lisi:on and irlATO porvers r,r'ill stop it." But the cluestion remains r,vhether the
opera.tion will increase in siz,: cr r^.,irether it il'iil continue as a series of .gacifly atiacks lvhich tire
Portuguese can easil i '  cont;rin.

AnotLrer question is how far Tanganyika r,vill give rvholehearted support to ttrre commando
groups, rlespite hir. I{arnllonr-L's rvords. The 

'Ianga.nyika 
"/\{a{.ionaiisl is reported as denying that the

commalldo raids calne fi 'om lheir countrl ' . Furiirer, t irc rcfugces, particularly those who have I"eceived
some rniiitary tririning, have been kept isolatecl in T'an,aanyika camps as firr as possible. F{orvever
strongly Nyerere ancl Kambona feel, it is noi a pleasant prosi:ect to face open hostilities witir Portrigal--
as Mr. I(aunda and Dr. Bzrnda have indicated. Ttrris bears out our view that the Zanzibari {brce sent
to Mtrvara is potentialll' clefcnsivc on its training mission, rathcr tiran that it has bcen moverl south
to join in the attack on h{ozambique.@


