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Mozambique settlers’

morale at low ebb

By BRUCE LOUDON
fn Lourenco Marques

\[ORALE among Mozam-

" bique’s 250,000 Furo-
pcans has rcached a
remarkable Jow level in the

aftermath of the “ mass-
acre ” allegations and the
southward thrust by

African guerrillas striking
for the first time at mainly
White areas.

Obscrvers in Mozambique be-
lieve this to be a scrious new
factor in this critical phase of
the 10-year insurrection by the
Communist-backed FRELIMO.

One commentator in Lourenes
Marques.said: “‘The nerves of
our people are battered us never
betore.

“The ferocity of the inter-
national  canmpiign, based on
such Nimsy evidence. has stag-
gered us.. And the terrorist
activity so close now to Beira,
and possibly even {urther south,

mecans we're all now clcaning
our pistols ‘and taking another
look at the condition of our
rifles.”

Alrcady there are.indications
that African states are preparing
an all-out attack on Portugal's
administration in  Mozambique
during the United Nations
General Assembly  session  in
September, wilth more “dis-
closures” of the * massacre.”
type.

Beyond this there is  the
Portuguese general clection in
October which will also be con-
tested in Mozambique, and
arousc passions and altention.

But the most significant cvent
foreseen i the public  teial
scheduled for the ond of
Ortuber, or. beginning of Nove.
ember, of the {wo  Spanish
priests of the Burgos order who
have been held in jail in Mozm-

‘bique for the pust 18 months on

charges of treason and support.
ing FRELIMO.



