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SA still
supports
Renamo
claim

BRENDAN SEERY
Argus Africa

News Service
IPRETORIA. — Ren-
amo rebels in Mozam-
bique are still bein
supported by Sout
Africa with the con-
nivance of the govern-
ment, claims former

‘Mozambican security

minister Sergio
Vieira.

It 1s understood the
Mozambican govern-
ment has officially com-
plained to Pretoria, with
the issue being high on
the agenda when Presi-
dent De Klerk visited
Maputo recently.

Colonel Vieira told a

snference organised by
che Institute of Defence
Politics in Pretoria that
the aid to Renamo has
been "Privatised {o some
cxtent” with the “sup-
port of those in power”.

He said the Mozambi-

cun government had so
far “abstained (rom im-
plicating Pretoria in the
conlinuing violence” but
that there was “a wealth
of testimony” from Mo-
zambican soldiers and
civilians that the logisti-
cal support continued.

He cited evidence
from Mozambican wit-
nesses that planes and
helicopters were still
landing at remote air-
strips inside the country,
and that there were re-
ports of vehicles cross-
ing the South African-
Mozambique border,

He said also that cap-
tured Renamo fighters
had claimed their move-
ment was supplying
poached ivory and other
illegal wildlife groducls
to people in the SADF in
return for guns.

Colonel Vieira said

¢ when the Mozambi-

s complained to the

South African govern-

ment they were told

“private organisations”

1n South Africa were in-

volved tn the gun-run-
ning operations.

“If this is so it is the

i responsiblity of the gov-

cernment to put a stop to
i

The South African De-
farlmenl of Foreign Af-
airs declined 10 com-
mnent.




