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Maputo
coup
fears

M A P U T O - A n  e l i t e  c o m -
mando uni l  of Mozambican
rebe ls  has  been t ra ined in
Morocco in preparation for a
bid to seize power in Che cap-
itat Maputo, a high-ranking
M  r i b i c a n  a r m y  o f f i c e r
ch. _,d yesterday.

The oflicer, whose name was
not disclosed, said in the inde-
pendent Mediafax dal ly that re-
cent ambushes on the Mozam-
bique-Swaziland road. as well  as
a  J u n e  3 0  r a i d  o n  N a m a a c h a
town, on the Swazi bordei, were
the work of "Renamo comrnan-
dos trained in Morocco".

"According to Renarno's calcu-
la t ions ,  a  fo rce  o f  2  000 men
would be suf$cient to stage this
coup, advanclng to Maputo from
Soutl AHcan bases along ttre
border," said the officer.

The commandos of Renamo
are based at Ngunrye on the
border with South Africa. the of-
ficer declared. The Mozamblcan
press  has  repeated ly  c la imed
that Ngungwe is supplied dlrect-

ly from South Afr ica, in violat ion
of a non-aggression pac!.

In Friday's article, the oiflcer
said Renarno planned not to in-
clude the commando foree ln a
demobllisatlon of both sides it
h a s  d e m a n d e d  a t  t h e  l a t e s t
round of peace talks currently
under way in Rome.

Renamo wou ld  then b ld  lo
"take power by force," he sald.

M e d l a f a x ,  a  n e w s h e e t  p r o -
duced by a co-operative of Jour-
nallsts, is the only daity Mozam-
b ican pub l ica t ion  comple te ly
independent of the State.

Relations between the Mozam-
b ican Government  and Rabat
are extremely poor in vlew of
Maputo's longstanding support
for the Pollsarlo Fron0 ln the
Western  Sahara ,  occup ied  by
Morocco. .

Swaziland is also accused of fa-
ci l i tat ing Renamo's plans. Large
arnounts of weaponry are enter.
lng Mozamblque via Swazlland,
the newsheet charged. - (Sapa-
AF'P)


