
&e: 1c'*e U*ei * W ,*rt+',tg NeWS 
soturiov sror r"n' 6 leet 7

Deep in Renamots nerYe-centre
T?lE hlddon heodquorlorr of the-
ncnomo rcbols b L welhordered
GomD thot reemc o for crY from the
brutol otrochler for which ihe rebelc
crre blsrnod efcewhore in
iozombiquo. ilAl|lLTON WENDE
r"p"at toi rtre Africo Newc Service
from Gorongozn.

ITS LIKE a scene out
of a "Star Wars"'tYPe
fantasy .  Sebe l  s .o l -
diers go screamrng
tlrouch nanow forest
l a n e l  o  o  E o n d a
scranblers.

The action takes Place
deeo in tbe forest in the
Sofila province of cen-
tral Mo'zambique at the
Gorongoza headquarters
of Renamo leader Afon-
so Dhlakama.

Renamo's beadquar-
ters is a well laid-out
camp, with the huts of
the 400 or so worKers
and soldiers spaced out
along the footPaths tbat
wind through the tr€es.

Dblakama's complex
at the c€Dtre coDsists of
an office, his Personal
quarteN, a row of com-
fbrtable huts for visitors
and a kitchen comPound

Deeper in the forest is
a small parade ground' a
church, a small clioic, a
tailor's shop, an infor'
mation centre witb a
band-cranked copYing
machine and old tYPe-
writen - aU well hid-
den under  the  fo res t
csDopy.

The Renamo soldiers
are ragged and dressed
in whatever cloties theY
c a n  f i n d .  M a n Y  a r e
vounE women, who are'lgeoe.-atty 

better -dressed
than the men. All carry
battered AK-{? r i f les
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Tbere is
no evidence of recent
South African aid. A few
goldiers are wearirg un-
b e l i e v a b l y  o l d  a n d
s h r e d d e d  R h o d e s i a n
army-pattern camou-
Ilage shirts.

T h e  c a m p  h a s  s i r
Honda 200 scramblers
tbat tbe president and
the senior officers use
for transport - when
there is fuel available.

W h e n  I  a s k  w h e r e
Renamo gets i ts arms
aDd ammuni t ion ,  the
standard answer is tbat
they are captured from
Frelimo.

About the motorbikes
Dhlak4ma is vague, but
the nelt day three mis-
sionaries from right-
wing protestant chur-
cbes in SA are flown in,
and oue, an ex-Rbode-
sian, tells me he brought
spares for them.

About 6 km away in
tbe forest is Dhlakama
Central Hospital -  a
chuter of lon!, tbatcbed
huts.

The 32 beds of tbe hc-
pital are Eade of tree
branches aud ree\-anri
the one "operating tbea-
tre" has an oDeratins
table made of the samel
with a srngle Sabax drip
haDging from the thatch-
ed roof and a sbeet of
plastic acting as a sky-
liSbt for illuminatioD. A
few wooden shelves hold
a paltry selection of in-
s t ruments  and med i -
ci-oes.

I am told that, with
the erception of a ferp
v is i ts  l rom tbe  Red
Cross ,  ao  major  a id
agencies wii l -work in
Renamqbeld areas.

We are  a lso  shown
Miltary Academy No 3
-  a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
thatched .buts with stu-
dents attetrding lectues
in military intelligence
ard logistics.

Durlng a training dis.
piay given for cur ben+.
fit by a group of about 25
Renamo soldiers, the
most striking tbiug is
how battered the hoopd
rifles are and how often
they jam - usually after
every second or third
shoL

Renamo does not deny
that it used to get aid
f r o m  R h o d e s i a  a n d
South Atrica.

The ruinous state of
their weapons suggested
to me that perhaps this
off icial aid real ly has
stopped, and that tbey
may well be capturing
the weapons and ammu-
n i t ion  they  use  f rom
Fre l imo and perhaps
g e t t i o g  s o m e  o t h e r s
from private sympathis-
ers in southern Africa.

The nert day, riding
pi l l ion on the motor-
bikes, we roar behind
Dhlakama to a political
meeting at an outlying
v i l l a g e  s o m e  2 0  k m
away, out itr tbe open sa-
v a n n a h .  D e s p i t e  t h e
drought, tbe area has
plenty of sorgbum fields,

. a few vegetable patches,
mango and banana trees.

The peo-
ple inhabit-
ing the area
are desper-
ately poor
- I s a w a t
least thrae

ped around
tleir bodies
- but tbey
a r e  D o
w o r s e  o f f

than in  Fre l imo-con-
trolled areas.

About  2  000 peop le
getbered in tle centre of
a small cluster of huts
applaud Dhlakama's ar-
rival. They sing, dance
and play music. Dhlaka-
ma br ie f l y  jo ins  the
dancetr, grinaing broad-
l y ,  b e l o r e  m a h i n g  a
speech in Portuguese,
trenrlated into tbe local
dialect.

He speaks on multi-
party democracy and
the  need fo r  p r iva te
ownership of land, about
freedom of speech and
of the press, about the
importance ol an inde-
peDdeDt judiciary. At
poirts in hls speecb the
v i l lagers  b reak  in to
clappiog or ululat ing,
but ttrere is no real en-
thusiasm tbat I can see.

It is hard to interpret
a meeting l ike this as
real support for Rena-
mo. Clearly it has been
arranged for our benefit.
A  p o v e r t y - s t r i c k e n ,
drought -be l  eag uered
populace livin-3 in the
heert of Renamo-held
territory cen bardly.be
expected Dot to turD up
lor a political gatlenng
organised by Renamo.
Tbey certainly are not
likeiy to show any signs
of dissent.

On the  o tber  hand,
driving through the ter-
ritory on motorbikes it
is clear tbat tbe local
p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  D o t
scared of Reuarso.

Iu the end, tbe visi..
left me with too many
uuanswered questions.

I sent tlere - hope-

and often a
half-bag of
m e a l i e
m e a l  o r  a
b u n d l e  o f
p e r s o n a l



fully y]th aD opeD mind port among the Mozasr-
- willing .to be con- bican peopl'e.
vinc.ed, if it is iodeed the
case, that Reoamo is a To dismiss tbem as
legitimate rebel move' mere bandits is simplis-
ment with real political tic. There is clearly
aims and genuine sup- some level of discipline

and their opera0orn ar€ is well treated.
uot entirely random. But there can be no

Reoamo arso contrors $l"t!ffi'jff#,lf[:
signilicant territory, aod on a massive scale in
from all accounts tne Mozambique. Stories of
populatiou io the areas brutal massacres: of

senseless and inconceiv-
ably cmel mutilations of
metr, women and chil-
dren; of buman targets
being used for trainiug
young Renamo soldiers
who are barely older
than ch i ld ren .  f i l te r
througb constaouy.

The sources are var-
ied: refugees, Western
aid workers, journalists,
interDatioDal observers.,

D h l a k a m a  i s  f r a n k
about why he allows the
fighting to continue: "It
is the only reason Freli-
m o  i s  n e g o t i a t i n g
seriously with us."

I ask hirn about the
accouots of atrocities.
He grows quite agitated.
"It is Frelimo that has
committed atrocit ies,
not Renamo," be says.
"Sometimes civilials get
caught in tbe crossfire,
but Renamo has never
done those things. It's all
Frelimo propaganda."

All of it? How can he
prove this?

"Tbe e lec t ions  w i l l
s b o w  t h a t , "  h e  s a y s .
"They wil l  prove that
Reoamo is t[e true reg
reseDtative of the peo-
ple."

For now, that is the
best answer we are like'
ly to 8et.

TRAINING EXERCISE: A Rcnomo fightor oimr hir AK-47 riflc of on imoginory .ncmy.


