Attacks on food convoys

RenamorebelskilledIhree peopleinan ambush
lastweekonafoodaid convoyinthe central
MozambicanprovinceolManica, anolliciallor
the country’s relielbody, the Disasters Control
Office (DPCCN)said.

Theferryingotdrought reliefhasbecome an
issuebetweenthegovernmentandthe rebels.
Rebelspokesmanatthe Romepeacetalks Raul

Domingosisdemandingthatshipmentsto
drought viclimsin Renamo-held areas should
onlybebyair.

The governmeni saysthecostisaround $700a
lonneasagains| $106alonne forroad
transport.
Lastweekitannouncedthatconvoyslerrying
emergency suppliesinZambeziaprovince will
nowbeescorled byan*independentmilitary
force”.

Meanwhile grainimporters havebeensurprised
bythesuccessofMozambique's portsof Beira
andMaputoinhandlingthe huge extralmporls
Zimbabwe's Beira Corridor Group(BCG)said
thatinthefirstsixweeks ofdroughtrelief
movementsthroughBeira, morethan 95,000
lonnesolgrainandslockfeed werelransporteq
loZimbabwebyroad andrailwhileafurther
17,0001onnes wenl infocentralMozambique
itself. The Limpopo rail corridor carriedits firsi
majorimportcargosince 1974 -22,000lonnes
ofmaize, whichwassuccesslullymovedovera
periodofthreeweeks.

»Accordingto armychiefLt-Gen AntonioHama
Thailastweektherewerenosignsthatthe
rebelsintendedlocutbacktheirmilitary
operalions, despite freshtalksin Rome. [Local

reports]
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