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MAPU1O. - The death tol l  in
Mozambique's drought-hit  ar-
eas is rising and relief efforts
are  t rampered by  the  c iv i l
war"

Nlozambique's off icial news
agcncy, Alrn, reports that t3
childrr:n have died from star-
v a t i o r l  a n d  h u n g e r - r e l a t e d
s icknesses  in  the  v i l lage  o f
O h i h u r n d z i  l n  t h e  s o u t h e r n
province of Inhambane.

V i l l a g e  c h a i r m a n  A n d r e
Mazive said urgent rel ief was
neederl to save the 3 500 in-
habitants of Chihumdzi.

The town 's  hea l th  pos t  i s
enrpty fhe district health au-
thor i t ies  rvanted  to  res tock
the oust. but residents decided
aga ins t  i t ,  fear i r ig  tha t  the
new stocks would attract Ren-
anro altacls.

In the distr ict of Caia on the
Zambezi River in Sofala prov-
ince at least nine people are
k n o w n  t o  h a v e  s t a r v e d  t o
death

The dislr ict co-ordinater tor
the  government 's  emergency
rel ief programnre, Mr Manuel
N h a m b i ,  s a i d  m o r e  p e o p l e
were  ar r i v ing  da i l y  in  Ca ia
town to  escape ihe  ou t ly ing
areas where they faced cer-
tain death through starvation.

Bridges on the roads lead-
rng to the town have been de-
stroyed and the only way to
gct supplies to the town is by
air and, according to Aim. The
l a s t  f l i g h t  t o  C a i a  w a s  a
nronth a8o.

The neighbouring district of
C h e m b a  h a s  n o t  r e c e i v e d
much-needed food aid for at
least three months-


