
Catholics massacred bv
Renamo
A massacre oo 21 Miuc\ at Guiu4 just outside the Southern
lv{sztmflcan city of Inhnm!61g was directed specfically
against a Catholic Church lay tr"i'i.g celtre, accordilg to
church sour@s who contacted AIM.

Spaaish missiooary Francisco Lerma, who is Deputy
Superior of the Consulata Fathers iq l\,[ez.m[ique, travelled
to Inhambane to investigate and to atte nd the funerals of the
23 victins. He revealed that when the raiders attacked there
werc 1.4 tamilies living at the Guiua centre, where training for
lay catcchists was duc to rcstart at thc end of March after a
Lhree year interuption.
The ccntrc 6ainq lsy people to fill leading roles il Catholic

s6mm',niri65. In addition the ceotre housed two Consulata

Fathers, a Kenyan and an ltalian, and five Fraciscatr nuns.
Citing sundvors of the massacre, Father Lerma said that the
raiders appeared after midnight, and went to the houses of
the catechists one by one, ordering them and their famifies
out. Two catechists tried to run away and were shot dead.
These shots woke the two priests up. They then heard the
raiders lemmsviag oo the door 6f thg a rnc' resideuce, and
calling for two of the ouns by n"-e. But the door was strongly
bolted and they failed to break it dowa.

The bandia then started interrogating the catechists, and
demanding information about local garrisons and other
m;litary pssitions. The catechists apparently tried to convince
their captors that they had only just arrived in Guiua from
otber parts of thc country aod wcre not fa-iliar with thc arca,
but thcy were rnsuccessful, and a further 21 lost their lives.
J[s vislimc wcre hacked to death with knives and bayonets,
fivc of thc dead wcre chiidren. AJM.a4|y92
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