
Renamo rebels 'had gas masksn
ÌIIAPUTO - A defector
from tÌre Renamo rebels
in Mozambique says the
i n s u r g e n t  g r o u p  u s e s
chemicaì weapons.

V ic to r ino  Fernandes
sa id  on  Monday he  had
m e t  a b o u t  5 0  R e n a m o
f i g h t e r s  c a r r y i n g  g a s
masks at a base ,10 km
norJh of Maputo on Jan-
uary 22.

Mr Fernandes said the
men told him the masks
were necessary as pro-
tect ion ageinst a weapon

t h e y  w e r e  c a r r y i n g .  a
project i le that could be
fired from a heavr ma-
chine-gun.

Tbe weapon released a
p o i s o n o u s  s u b s t a n c e
which, i f  inhaled in suff i-
cient quantj ty, could ki l l .

Western mil i tary ex-
perts said thel' knew oÍ
no chemicaì weapon de-
signed to be Íired lrom
machine-guns.

R e n a m o  o f f í c i a ì s  i n
E u r o p e  h a v e  d e n i e d
using chemicaÌ weapons

in their f ight against the
Ìvlaputo government-

Mr Fernandes said the
men told him thel '  had
Íought  in  a  January  16
batt le with government
troops at the rebeÌ base
of Ngungwe.

Survivors told report-
ers the.v had been over-
c o m e  b y  d e n s e  b l a c k
s m o k e  c o m i n g  Í r o m  a
projecti le which explod-
ed over  the i r  heads .  -
Sapa-Reuter.
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