1E most graphic account so far on interna-
tional radio of a mysterious hi-tech escalation
of the war in Mozambique came this week

Mozambique's mystery explosion

over a bad line to London from Maputo, the
Mozambique capi
The BBC’s Network Afiica correspondent had
been interviewing doctors at the military hospital
who are treating soldiers for burns and skin sores,
sore throats and problems with their eyes after a
“remarkabl explosion” during a Frelimo attack on
2 Renamw base north of Maputo. Is R turn-
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ing to chemical weapons? If it is, who is supplying
them? Or (bere we go again) is there a “third force™?

Because the strange explosion, unlike anything
that has ever happened before in the conflict
be*-een the government and Renamo, occurred
’ lose to Mozambique’s border wnlh Sou(h

Soldiers describe the explosion as a weird type of
fireball that detonated fairly high above them. They
say there was “intense heat” and maay threw off
their clothes in panic. Five died. Autopsies might
prove whether the explosion was in fact caused by a

As. .a(1,5km, in fact), the BBC corresy
ﬁnmdlhen“anoquesumtlmlhemwmbeswc
ukation” that South Afrrica could have been involved.
But he added emphatically that he did not believe
there would be “direct evidence” of this “for some
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What is extraordinary about the attack is that it is
so totally unlike previous Renamo batthk tactics.
Invariably these have been relatively low-tech
affairs; shoot-outs with guns and grenades. Never
before, said the BBC correspoudent, had there been
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anything “on the scale of any photo-chemical
attack”. Nobody has been able to say exactly how it
happened. They just agree it was “mwst remarkable
and unusual”. Renamo itsetfl refused to comwnent.



