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How TV helped fight the war""

Behind this
week’s big TV
feature on
Renamo lay a
mission — to
brush up the
Renamo image
and deliver some
expensive gifts
By CHRIS
McGREAR

HE SABC has clearly done

its bit to make “liberated”
Mozambique safe for South Af-
rican power lines.

Monday night’s Agenda pro- |

gramme featured reporter Johan

Kruger and cameraman Jan de |

Klerk, who spent nine days inside Re-
namo-held territory.

I was one of several other reporters
who joined them, and gradually dis-
covered that the TV crew were men
with a mission.

As we boarded the small plane that
dumped us at an airstrip close to Rena-

mo headquarters in Mozambique's §

central Gorongosa region, we were
struck by the enormous amount of
equipment the SABC men had
brought along with them, but we sim-
ply attributed it to the burdens of tele--
vision.

Renamo leader Alfonso Dhlakama
soon gave the game away. He arrived
for a midnight dinner in his mud-and-
thaich headquarters fitted out in a
spanking-new uniform still showing
the folds from the packaging.

It was, we later Jearnt, among a num-
ber of gifts to Dhlakama, including
$20 000 worth of radio and navigation
equipment. Exactly who had brought
them in was unclear, but the purpose
behind them was not. The South Afri-
can power company, Eskom, needed
a favour from the rebel leader ... and
the SABC was on hand to play its

art.
pth:n Dhlakama arrived, the conver-
sation turned to his view that a huge
conspiracy had turned the world
against him. Renamo's responsibility
for the slaughter of Mozambique's
population was dismissed as propa-
ganda. Even Margaret Thatcher had
been duped into backing the Marxist
Frelimo government, he said.

Cameraman Jan de Klerk, FW's
nephew, offered the proposition that
Renamo really occupied 80 percent of
Mozambique, a figure Dhlakama read-
ily accepted. But it was Johan Kruger
who showed real enthusiasm. He crit-
icised the South African government's
aid to Frelimo, assured Dhlakama that
Renamo was gravely misunderstood,
and then offered this glimmer of hape:

“We wonder why we were allowed

to come here. We are from the SABC!

and we came openly and no one tald
us we shouldn’t come. We've been
working on this for six months. Pik
Botha personally knows we were
coming and he did nothing about it.
Maybe they’ve had a change of
heart.”

Johan also wondered why I had been
allowed 1o come along. “With due re-
spect to my other cofleagues here,” he
said, “perhaps if only South African
Jjoumalists were at this table, we could
do more to help you.”

Help? More? Kruger was not 10 be
restrained by the presence of other re-
porters, he was clearly on a mission.

The official mission, it ranspired,
was 10 get the rebel leader to stop
blowing up power lines from the Ca-
hora Bassa hydro-electric dani to
South Africa. Kruger's personal cru-
sade was to show the world Renamo
for what it was — a peace-loving, ed-
ucational organisation.
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With a peace settlement in the offing
in Mozambique, Eskom is keen 10 re~
surrect the Cahora Bassa power lines.
But the foreigners asked to sink $200
million into the project were less than
content with a verbal assurance given
by Dhlakama to Eskom’s corporate
secretary, Dries Loots. Loots con-
firmed that the SABC was on hand in
Gorongosa to get a commitment on
camera and reassure the investors that
Renamo would refrain from attacking
the pylons and work crews.

Seated next to Dhlakama was a for-
mer member of Britain’s SAS, now
resident in Johannesburg, Garth Bar-
rett. He was there on behalf of Eskom,
to ensure it was the right kind of com-
mitment.

Al the next day's press conference,
Kruger got the first question in and
made a startling revelation.

“I can tell you that there are very
powerful financial interests in the
world who are ready with the neces-
sary financing for the reconstruction
of the power line. But they need a cat-
egorical assurance from yourseif that
you will allow the people to come in

Cameraman Jan De Klerk, nephew of the president and Renamo enthuslast

and do the work, and that you will
protect them and protect the line after-
wards,” he said.

Dhlakama said he saw no problem.
But there was a problem. Saying he
saw no problem was not a solid
enough commitment.

At a second silting, the leader posed
in front of Renamo's new flag, with
the label “Made in the USA. Remove
before displaying” still in place. Krug-
er repeated the question and turned to
Garth Barrett. Was that good enough?
Yes, but Barreit wanted Dhlakama to
repeat something he had mentioned
yesterday.

“The leader the other day said he
would be happy to invite the mini-
sters. I think that if you could bring
that out ..."” Kruger obliged and Dhla-
kama invited representatives of the
Sauth African, Portuguese and Mo-
zambican governments to come and
receive assurances personally. Kruger
had his “scoop”,

The SABC then proceeded to follow
a Zimbabwe-born evangelist known
as Ellie on her crusade to local com-
munities. and at the same time show

j the human side of Renamo.

“Because of the propaganda cam-
paign, people think Renamo is noth-
ing more than a bunch of bandits.
That’s why it’s so important that we
show a white woman walking through
the bush without anything happening
1o her,” Kruger assured Dhlakama.

Had anything happened to Ellie, it
would have been a miracle. Accompa-
nied by a large contingent of Renamo
soldiers, two American academics, a
German cameraman, this reporter and
the SABC, the evangelist set off on
her mission.

A 40km march took us ta the village
of Khanda, in Renamo's administra-
tive headquarters. The news was
good. The next day there would be a
thousand Christians waiting to hear
Ellie speak. Later in the day there
would be a Catholic service. Kruger
dismissed the idea of filming Catho-
lics until, to his and Ellie’s horror, the
following morning the thousand wor-
shippers tumed out to be Zionists who

§ had never heard of Jesus. The Catho-

lics were back in the script.

More than Christians were needed,
though. This was Renamo territory and
people were happy. In a starving land,
1t seemed a good idea to have some pic-
tures of people harvesting. Sugar-cane
cutters were rounded up and once they
were at work, Kruger decided they
shauld look happy. Having got them
looking more or less happy, he then de-
cided there should be some happy chat-
ting. The chatting was arranged. Even
the evangelist groaned.

But a good Christian's work is never
done, Kruger reminded us, and on we
went 1o a school where 600 very expec-
tant children were gathered. They were
encouraged 10 chant the alphabet, and
Johan was recorded standing in their
midst wondering why the world would
not help these little children. The evan-
gelist had decided to help by bringing
along a dozen natebooks and pens, and
a stack of religious literature,

All this was duly seen on the SABC,
but viewers were deprived of the near-
riot that ensued when there was not
enough to go around. The children
started hitting their teackiers in frantic
attempts to get their hands on a pam-
phlet extolling the virtues of discover-
ing Jesus. Most of the pamphlets were
quickly discarded.

Later in the day a promise of clothes
drew 3 000 people 10 a Renamo potiti-
cal meeting in Khanda. The meeting
fared litile better than the gathering at
the school. Women with babies were
to receive priority, so they sat through
Renamo’s rambling lecture in the driv-
ing rain and dutifully worked through
the songs in praise of Dhilakama.
When the clothing finally appeared,
they tore into the sacks with a despera-
tion the soldiers could not control.
The distribution was abandoned and
the remaining 20 sacks sent 1o individ-
ual churches to hand out. This 100 was
missing from SABC screens.

But Kruger was pleased. He had
spent a week making promises on be-
haif of himself, the SABC and South
Africa’s white population. “We're $0-
ing back from here with a lot of infor-
mation, and we're going 1o see if we
can do a few things for you,” he as-
sured Dhlakama.

®Chris McGrear is southern African

correspondent for The Independent on
Sunday.




