Rebels cut into

chances for
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“EARIN(; a faded green
shirt with dricd bloodstains
around his collar, Rodrigues
Laice sat on a hospital bed
and recalled the rebel com-
mander’s last order: “Go
and show your ears to your
President Chissano’"

With those words, a platoon
commander of the Mozambique
National (R
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ncarly two million more from
their homes.

Renamo has been incieacing
the pressure on Maputo for the
past several months, with repcated
attacks on on the capi-

rehels sent Laice (43), his wife,
Olinda Irancisco (32) and another
man running off into the bush
without their cars and with deep
knife wounds across the bridges of
their noses.

Farlicr that day, the rebels had
also mutilaied two elderty men.
“The commander said we could
not rersen without 8 siga.” Laice
smdd in an interview,

Mutilations
The mutilations were carried
cut by several boys, eight 10 nine

vears old, wielding penknives,
Laice said.
The wictims were ordered o sit

on the giound with their hands be-
tacen their legs while the hoys
hepan to cut Rebels looked on,
Canped and sang anti-Renamo
wones which are broadcast by the
wiate-run Radio Mozambigue.

Go and show your President
Chissano that the guys you call
(he bandits - Renamo - did this,
known as Sant-

the commander.
anc. said.

Laice and his neighbours were
victims of 2 stepped-up Renamo
offensive in southern Mozambi-
que which ceincided with the
sixth round of lalian-nediated
ks in Rome 10 negotiale an cnd
1o he 16.year-old wat, which has
<ot the tives of hundreds of thou-
s of civilians and driven

w@l's outskirts, sabotafe of power-
lines, and attacks on the railiond
o South Aftica and National
Highway Nol ta the north of the
countey.

Abducted

Laice was one of 10 residents
of the village of Ndavela abducted
on the night of May 8 by a Ren-
amo platoon of 17 soldiers. at
Jeast 12 of them hoys

“There were five adulis, and
the rest wese children,” said his
wife. ““They all had AK 475 and a
few had uniforms.”

While Renamo’s Ieades, Afon-
so Dhlakama, has cepeatedly
denied that his 20 000-strong
guerilla army resonts 1o mutila-
tions of civilians, there have been
hundreds of documented cases of
such abuses by the rebels, cspe-
cially in the centeal pravinces of
Sofala, Manica and Tete.

Ken Flower who, as intellig-
ence chief of fan Smith's whitc-
ruled Rhodesia, played a critical
sole in establishing the movement,
said the rebels had used such tac-
tics as carly as the mid-1970s.

““There were reports of atioci-
ties, the intimidatary proccsses.
cspecially the cutting off of cars
and noses, and this did happen in
the fairly carly davs,” Flower said
in an April 1987 intervicw, three
months before his death in Harare,

KARL MAIER reports from Maputo on how Renamo
has responded to peace talks with a campalgn of
mutHation and sabolage.

Mozamblcan President Joaquim Chissano.

Zimbabuwe.

Govemment soldiers have been
accused of similar atrocitics,
though on a far smalicr scale.

Laice said the Renamo platoon
had appeared at his door at ahout
8pm demanding to be told the
whercabouts of local officials of
President Joaquim Chissana's
ruting Mozambique  Liberation
Front (Frelimo) party, militiamen,
and grocery stores.

The rebels kidnapped Laice
and Olinda Francisen and went
from house 1o housc fooking for
food and tonfonte, a home hrewed
liquor.

The raiders apprchended and

killed ain unarmed militiaman and
beat senseless another man who
refusad 10 hand over fomonto,

Then they began the march to|
the rehel 7one near Michafutenc.
When 1o clderly men complain
ed thar they could not keep ugp,
several boys were ordered to chop
off their cars and lips and then
release them.

The thiee other adults, includ-
ing Laice, who completed the
march, were let go the next day
minus their cars, while the rebels
kept five young boys they had
picked up in the raid. They too
presumably have already begun
taining to cuter the rebel anny
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