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Mozambique’s soldiers of misfortune

As the Frelimo government and Renamo retiels prepare lor peace
talks in Rome tomorrow, harl Maier reports (rom Queiimane va
the struergie between troaps ad cvilians for scarce food refiet

SWEATY YOUNG men tossed sacks of
maize 104 warchouse as pobeemen
armed with AK-47 rnifles patrotled the
dimly it loading-ramp outside. veihng at
bystanders to move on and swinging ciubs
10 whack a few who taled o obey

As darkness tell, people dressed in 1ags
scaled a tence pefiind the warehouse with
the aim of stealme w sack. or even o hund-
ful, ot maze. The scene was just as tease
R vards away at quayside. wiere workers
were unloading the Laura, the first big
2ram ship in (wo months  have arnved
at the port ob Quebmane. capual of
Zambezia, Mozambigue's most popuious
province and the worst bt by the coun-
ry's {b-sear-old war,

The Laura was bringing tood retief (or
civilians displaced by the war, but its ar-
aval attracted huadreds o peopie. in-
cluding rungry soidiers, desperate to get
their hands on the precious maize. Foor
nughts later, the poiice Hired info the wr to
disperse the crowds.

For the past two months. delavs in food
delivenies financed by & £70m internu-
tonal retief etfort to Mozambique have
sparked  severe  {ood  shortages n
Zambezia. even o SUCh cities os
Queitmane and in other provinces, such
as Mamica, where severe drought has
ruwed 90 per cent of the maize crop. As a
result. discipiine in President Joaguim
Chissano's Frelimo government army has
been breaking down.

Although there had been incidents of
army ifett petore, an apsurge
Zambezia started in Februarywhen
roops escorting a convoy of retief goods
unfoaded it before reaciting their desting-

onsowar refugees noothe udiage ot
Muleviia, A month later, troops shot
dead sieaviiians as o rehet ship arnved 1
the town ot Moma on the horder with
Nampuia erovinee.

Cne miernatioaal reliet agency tempo-
ratdy sispended an airlift o the towa of
Murrua alter soidiers and miita repeat-
edly stole food destined for war vicums,
“It his become un mpossible sitwation.”
said one yovernment otticial. “These
troops do ot get cations for three
months. and then when the food finaily
arnves we tefl them not to fouch one
cran,

[ronscaily. problems in the army runks
come at a tnne when diplomatic sources
are opumistie that 3 nationwide ceasetire
could be siened at g new round ot peace
taiks hetween the Fretimo government
and the rehels of the Mozamibiue Nu-
tonal Resistance { Renamo) wheh begins
 Rome tomorrow. Ttalian mediators
have been hoiding 4 senes of meetings
with government and rebel represen-
tatives 1n an ctfort to set the stage tor a
negotted end to the war,

The most important outstanding 1ssues
10 be resoived centre on integration ot the
two warring armies, a date for general
elections and the totat wichdrawal of the
esumated 7000 Zimbabwean iroops
Luarding two sITIegic ransport routes
through Mozambique which Jk land-
locked southern Atrica to the Indian
Ocean.

The key to the success of any ceasefire.
however, 15 the demobilisation and inte-
gration of the poorly fed government and
rebel armies, by anvone's measure an
awesome task. Renamo's feader. Afonso
Dhiakama, is chary of Liying down his

arms, the movement's sole teiling weapon
against the government, ziven us stunted
political protile and Freiimo’s adootion of
vital planks of its programme. Neither (s
the revels’ prior record on adhenng
agreements very heartemng. A ceasefire
along the two strategic transpurt routes,
signed in Rome on | December. heid for
45 days untl Renamo renewed its altacks
in mid-February.

There 1s trouble in the government

army barracks. t0o. The Ministrv of Fi-
nance. with Swiss government heip. has
been working on a plan to provide jobs tor
former army officers and sergeants. but
suspicion among the troups runs high.
Hundreds of veterans of the war against
Portuguese colonal rule are still Iving in
poverty 16 years after independence. und
many observers blame the worsenmg ero-
sion of army discipline on the 2xpecied
rsiitary changes a peace accord will bring.



