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of AK47s to Renamo’ |

Peta Thomyoroft

'THE South Afncan Defepce Force ﬂu;}iﬁl

thousands of AK47s to Reramo in Mozam-
bique — and many of the guns have re
turned to unleash = reign of terror in thas
couptry

This is the claim of Roland Hunter (33
who was serving as a censeripted clerk in
Mulrary Intelligence at the time.

It was the information he gathered and
passed on to the ANC whick sent lum 10 jad
for five years

For the first time tince b release 199
years 3go, Mr Hupter has come forward to
tel! the story of South Africa's invalvinen
i arming, Wratmung and bank-roliing the
fenamo rebels,

“1 have decided to go public becauze ol
accusations in some quarters that all the
AK47s, svepn as the ANT's traditional weap-
on, originated from them, when T saw with
iy et oyes thousands and thowsands sent
e Mocamblque” ,

YVesierday SADF speokesman Colonel
Jahn Rolt said he would imvesiigae Mr
Hunier's ailegatiors.

Roland Hunter's tral sod thal of two
rmembers of the ANC 1o #hom he was pase
ing the information, Derek Hapekorm and
nis whife Pawricia, was held in camera

The prosecution cordiderad the matter so
delicate ab that Lrre that his defence coun:
o1l was nol allowed actess to 4 number ¢f
the Siate s documents

For 19 months before the Nkomal Ac
cord was signed — which led to the ANT:
expuision frora Mozambique — Reland
Hunter, who was wne of Renamo's payTnas
ters in South Africa, helped prepare monih.
ly shipments of about &0 tons of A4 s am-
munition, mortacs ond cther military
equipment, whil was ar-lifted o Ao
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zarnbugee and dropped by parachute.

He osaid he collected the pallets of weap- -
ot rarm two Civilian-locking warehouses
in Pretoria West One of them was “enor-
mans [ looked hike a hangar, with boxes
glached to the top. The other was & smaller,
more ¢l§-fashioned warehouse.

"I owas common knowledge that the
weapons were secured by Armscor from
Tirael The stenct! lettering un the boxes of
AH4Ts showed they originated in Romania
or thigana and Czechoslovakia. When we
faded them on the Samel 100 we were told
by & senior officer to paint over the identi-
fications on these boxes, which oould be
aeen as the vehicle went from the ware-
howsé o Yoortrekkerhoogte.” -

Ly addition to helping organuse shipments
of weapons to Mozambique, Roland Hunter,
now £ fconomist, visited three camps
near Pralaborwa where Renamo soidiers,
and its present President, Afonse Dhlaka-
s wede being traed and funded by the
SADF '

He said he once drove Mr Dhlakama and
two other senior members of Renamo to a
clothwd Shap in Pretona, where they bought
sitits, paid for by the SADF, to attend &
rmeeting in Germany

He sad he regularly travelled with up to
H 4 04 in his pockel to pay Renamo person-
nel R4 for Dhlakama and senior officers,
whiie the rank and file only earned R40 a
month. But the rand was worth five times
rvore o 1983 than today.

“Fvery detall 1 have mentoned Is well
Koown 1o the SADF and the legal team
which represented me at the time.

"1 ¢aly Know what went on for 15 months
until my arrest in 1983 1 don't know what -
happened afterwards nor whether there

were ather supply drops to Repamo.” -
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