
Drivers tell of ambush horror

6I saw my
leg,,*fplode'
By Clyde Jphnsot
Lowveld Eureau

N E L S P R U I T  -  T w o
S o u t h  A Í r i c a n s  d r o v e
their heavy trucl through
a  gâun t l e t  o f  au toma t l c
f i r e  l n  a  M o z a m b l c a n
rebe l  ambusb ,  c rush ing
one oÍ their attackers to
d e a t h  a s  b u l l € t s  h a m .
m e r e d  t h r o u B h  L h e i r
cabin into their legs.

Je Odendaal oÍ Jqhannes.
burg, who later lost a leg,
rsd Hendnk F'ourle oÍ Ben'
onl then had to endlre two-
.nd-r-balí  days oí agony bc'
Í o r c  b e i n g  t r e a ( e d  b y  I
Soviet detor lo Mapuao.

^ t  one  s tage  Mr  Fou r i e
got st8íÍ  r t  I  Mozamblcan
cl lorc without peinki l leB or
b lood  r t oc l s  t o  a rans Íuse
bl@d dir€ctly Írom his arm
to Eave the liíe of his frirnd.

From their hospital beds
Ìn  Ne l sp ru i t ,  t h€  two  38 -
year-old nÌco last night rold
The  S ta Í  how  l he r í  o rdea l

st. Í led as lhey were df lvlr !
on  r  de l c Í t ed  road  i n  t hc
Caza pÍovl lce.-

Mr Fourie, eho had been
driving at the t ime. Êeid they
w€rc trav€l l ing along r quret
rord Írom Nyrbsne to Mapu.
t o  a t  e b o u t  ! . ! 0 p m  l t r t
Thu6dây atter havinS del i-
v€red equipment Íor ahe Íish-
in8 lodutry.

He slowed down because
oÍ Suiner fowl in the Íoad.

"Secondt later I  heaÌd ma-
chioeguo Íire rÂíl srw three
armed men ehead oÍ u."

Sho l s  Í r ng  t h rough  rhe
lrqck, mrraculowly missiog
tìe South ÀÍrlcaffi.

Th€y drov€ ol l  as Iast as
they  cou ld .  bu t  abou t  one
l i l on re t Ì c  l a l e r  ! i r  mo rê
Suomen jumped out Írom the
scrub and sprayed the vebl-
cle wlth Í ire.

"Eul letr poured through
lhe cab and a3 I rped awry
we lepr saying'thanl Cod'
each lime a shot missed us,"
Mr Odendaal sâid.

Then another man, cary-
i n8  a  heav ie r  ca l i b re  mâ-
ch inegun ,  appea r€d  Í r om

oearby butìer and op€ned
Ílre. "At I l@Led dowo I Éw
my . r l gh t  l cg  c rp lode  r t  a
bul let blt  l r-"

Sho r t l y  r Í t e r ra rd t  Mr
Fourie ,elt  I  rhrrp J.b at he
w$ {o[Dded ltr thc lert l€g

'Àt úc Sunnren lcpt í l r '
in8 I put my í@t dowD aDd
mrde rl.raltht íor blm.

"l raw hlm roll rs the ve-
hicÌe hit  him aod, l@Ilng in
thc reerview mirror, I  gw
him lyinS molionlN aíter l l
wheeb bad Sone ov€r him,"
Mr Fourlc said.

Àbou t  20 lm  l u r t he r .  t hê
vehiclc rlopp€d rs I rqrlt oÍ
Íadlalor demagc.

People fÌom r nearby vrl-
lagc cemc to their rid rnd
loo l  l hem to  r  m i l l l r r y
c rmp  uha rc  Z imbÂby !ân
toldicrs plrccd ahem on the
becl ol rn opeD trucl rnd
drure to r cl inic rbout {0 lm
aw.y .  No  p r i n l i l l e r s  w€ re
svai lablê ud tbe detoF ap
pearcd to be dÍunl.

They were laler driveo to
a  Mrpu to  bo lp i t a l  a t r d  oo
Suoday  r  ch r r t e red  g l i ne
new them rc Nelspruir.


