MAPUTO.

AS a result of the war of
destabilisation waged by
the MNR bandits, 500
Mozambican teachers
have been murdered, and
the whereabouts of a fur-
ther 3 000 arc unknown.
President Joaquim Chis-
sano said in Maputo
yesterday.

He was speaking at the
opening of the second
conference of Mozam-

bican teachers ¢

ers’ Organisation: “We
know of many other
teachers who have been
mutilated,” he said.

Cde Chissano stressed
that in the 10 years of the
ONP’s existence, and the
16 years of Mozambican

independence, there had

blunS Nanonal 1each-

been a qua.nmatlve and
qualitative growth in Mo-
zambican educational
institutions.

In 1981, there were
20 000 teachers in the
country, he said. Today
that figure has increased
by 40 percent. There are
now 400 Mozambicans

teaching at the country’s H But nobody‘ésould feel
only university, as fj satisfied at these ad-
against just 40 at inde--— vances, continued Cde
pendence in 1975. < Chissano, since the num-
At independence the il- §f ber of tegchers was still
literacy rate was estimat-  “extremely inadequate”,
ed at 93 percent, but has  as were the material con-
now been cut back to ditions they faced.
around 75 percent, said “There # a dramatic
the president. shortage of teaching ma-

»

terial and of classrooms,
said Cde Chasmnoﬂ
“Classes have -excess
numbers of pupils which "
makes teaching work ex-
tremely difficult.”

The numbers of chil-
dren who fail in the Mo-
zambican education sys- .
tem is very high, he
pointed out, and the
number of children un-
able to enter school at all |
is'on the increase. —
Ziana-Pana.



