
Bandit base overruÍ! @n South
African border
íÉrlontlnued South Afrlcan support for the Renamo
rzbandtts was once agaln nakedly ecposed when,
on 14 May, the Mozambican armed forces stormed
a bandlt base at Ngunlwe. Just one and a half
ldlometres from the South Afrlcan border-

Thls base, ln a mountalnous part of Magude
dlstrlct. about l8O kllometres north-west of
Maputo, was used as a cèntre to dtstribute weapon-
ry from South Africa to Renamo urúts operatlng ln
the southern three provlnces of Maputo, Gaza and
Inhambane.

The bandits had butlt a dlrt road from Ngungwe
to the border along whlch thfs mlltary equipment
could pass.

The base fell after heavy bombaidment by the
Mcamblcan atr force and heavy arüllery. At least
12 bandlts were krìled ln üe fightlng.

When MozambtcanJournaìtsts flew tnto Ngunglve
a íew days after tts capture, Mozambican troops
-were vlslbly ove4oyed, toowrng that they had
scored a slgilflcant !'tctory over the bandits and
thelr paymasters.
- The Ngungwe base covered some four square
kllometres trÌ an area rtch ln agrlculturaÌ potentlâI.
The hundreds of huts in the base were used. not

onÌy to deposit weapons, but also as a makeshtft
hospttal for wounded bandits.

Around tìe base were íìelds oí ripenlng rr,aize,
culttvated by peasant familÍes held capüve by
Renamo.

Throughout the base could be observed posses-
stons looted from loca-l people - lncludlng motor-
bikes (none tn worklng order), chatrs, sheets of zinc
roo{ìng, and various domestlc utensils.

The bandÍt hospital used some of thfs stolen
rooftng and other materlal brought ln from South
Afrlca. When rutu rep-orters reached the hospltal, all
that was left were some bedpostS, a few crutches,
and a partlally destroyed stretcher. 'Thls Ís where
the wounded bandlts were treated", commented a
Mozambtcan officer.

The hut where the bandtt commander. I,mown as
'Varrela", had ltved was destroyed ln üe arlÍtlery
bombardment. Many other huts tnslde the camp
su f fe red  the  same fa te ,  l eav lng  a  deso la te
pÍìnorarrÌâ.

Durlng the assault a sigrüÍìcant number of ban-
dtts fled from the base to take rduge tnside South
Afrtca. It ls belleved that thts group has been reor-
ganistng ttself tn attempts to recapture Ngungwe.

, , i Renqryo

f f,ozambÍcan Foretgn Mlnl-
IYlster Pascoal Moc-umbi bn
g MêyÇ],qrplss€d as I l$eleÍ"n.tll :
â. statËrnênt made íror4 Llsbonr::,
by tbe Renamo bandtts declar-'
1rg rhat iÌte-v do not accept
Zlmbabwean :PresldCnt Robcrt,:,
l { u g a b e  ' a s  

. o n e ' ,  o f  
' t ú é :

medlators ln the Mú,arnbtcan:
corúlict.

Dr:r,IvÍoçümìn told iepçrtefs ,,
"S/hat tsrmBortant ú úàt mai-
ters are movlng ahead,, and tlie,,
medíãtors áre worklng;so as to
reach a'dectston as-ioon ás
posslo-lé oh,the Íenuë lfof ,;:
tìtaìogue !. wgen the govera-
ment and Renarno". ''Á 

week iateç tú;  t ' toza;- '
bÍcân rÍnbqgy In Lisbôn is--
sued a denlal thal',tbere was

or úuiaüe 
"'lrrele;u"i'

rèjeõtÍôn
ãry: Slgnlflcance,, ::ln a.,ctianie
meeqrg',bctwêe-n,:: an, eüÚâssy
cfffclal and à Retamo,repre;
Sgniat lVe. , , ,1, , , . , , , . , . , , ' ; , , .  ' , , , ' : , , ' , , . , . : , , ' , . ; , , , . , , . , . .  .
, 4,,,,,cã5úat,, handSbáke: be-

tweên:r' lhC, ëmb.assyls,press
attâchê",':Guliherme,ïamele,
ãnâ,,nenamo, fhanCe :.,chief;
SebmUâo :.. têmtórarro' ,"wâs

blop rrp ou[ of ait propgrUon
tn úe, Portuguese media. who
describrd it as oân offlcial con-
tútl:: ' ,,:, .,,,,,.,,, , .,,,,,,,...;t '  r,,,: :,, r,:::r,:,,:

Both TernoorarÍo and,-Mr
Tamele *ere attenOfng a meet-
ing ú â Ltsbon hôtËi orgãÍúsed
by. á'Portuguesc giqup caUlng
itselí tlié "Morement for Peace
anC bemocrácy fn Uo4gmUt-
que : ' . .  - ,  ' ' ' i :  : , r ' ,  '  , , '

: :,:,,, At the end ôf tbe meetlng, the
,, oiganisation's iòordtnãtor,
Anionlo RebeÌo de Sousa; sug-
gested that lvlr Tamele mlght

, lftsh to greét "anotberiVlozâm-
blcan' pártlclpâttng ln ihe
event,  '  

: , ,
. ,,,.:.lrhe i,oiiiàr,,Múâüitican;,

turned oüt:., to be l:Te-nporarlo,
and ,  na tú ra l l y . :  p ressmen
present took photos oi the
handshake. : i ,
,r:Mr Tamefe toìd iïM tll shook

,,r,,hiS, hand,,,âs,r,â gg!.tÊr,, of cour:

:r:, tliy. and súmpÌy tn my capacity
âs solreônr parilclpalhg in a- -' 

tin€ r:fhÉ,, themë :,,,of ':,r+'hlch
:,úas úe futüre of lfozamli-
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Certainly in the week folÌowing -.capture of the
base, the bandits launched five ìounter-attacks.
but all were quickly drÍven back

Capt t^azaro Menete, who commanded the opera-
tlon, derüed that the Mozambican armed forces had
v'ioiated the Soutì Afrlcan border in pursuit of the
fleetng bandits.

He tnsisted that both the aerÍel and artillery bom-
bardments had been directed agalnst bandit posi-
tions lnslde Mozamblque, thus impÌlcttly denytng

allegatÍons made by South African Defence Mirüster
GeneraÌ Magnus Malan, according to which Mozam-

bican aircraft had vioÌated South AÍrican alrspace.
'The base ls under our controÌ, but there are still

mopping-up operations going on nearby", said

another oÍIicer.
The Mozambican forces believe that tÌrere will be

further Renamo attempts to retake Ngungwe. and

that there are probabÌy still large quantiües of arms
buried ln and around the base.

Ã  n  A m e r i c a n  c l t t z e n  o f
-Ë1ry1676çnbican origin. who
has played an importantroie ln
anil-Mozamblcan clrclts in lÌre
Un t t cd  S [a r -cs ,  re tu rned  to
\Ioziunbiqtre Íor a rveek Ín )1ay.
ar :c i  r tcctved v lp t iüatnent
í r o n r  t Ì t :  I Í o z a n r b i c a n
arr t trorit ics.

-lhÍs 
nnn. .{,rtur Yiianculos,

was onc of thcse rvho attcndcd
the meet ing Presidcnt  Joa-

{lulnÌ Chissano Ìrc}d rçrrh the
)lozanrbicarì ccnrÌrunity in the
Urut:d Sca:cs dunng ìlrs \ 'rsit

'i c W;r:;ill-rriiorr irt ì'11'rrcn. ].{r
Cl i i -cs; i .no to id that  nÌr :e l lng
"I i cz-rrn r bici: it,r sÌ::r:Ìri .i: c Ì Ír: c
' . " ìr í . ' ! - ' l ! ' i ' : '  l : :C',-  . i : - ' : .  .  \ '  Í ì ì ì ì : ì ; .
; r : : r ' c  l . l l c  i . r ' ; : t . r r r : l  L - j  . - r i ' . : r j t ' . i l
: h , : l i  c o r r n l r . r  J r ) u  t o  i r e Y c
'.r'l:en'e,'er tì:t'r,. iil<.c."

\ : l i i rnl<u ìos not r;nÌ) '  acccpt crì
L Ì r i s  i : Ì ï Í i a i i o n .  b u i  r v a s
ici. :clvcct b" '  Prcsiclt . : ' l i  CÌr ls-
:arìt  in t iaputo, i . l : .ci  on his
drpirr iure u'as 5l lvr-:n thc rrse of
tÌ ìe internai icnal ai i 'profr 's 

" i i '
l o r rnge,  r :sua i l y  rescn ' . ( ì  io r
üii:lrslers arrC oúlcr :cnior uf-
üc la ls .

\tilanculcs rv:ìs a nrelÌÌber of
Frei imo ln the 196Os, but lcÍï

the l iberatioÌì  nlovenìerÌt  Ír ì
1369. and Íor the fol lo* ' l rrg 2l
y e a r s  d i r ì  n o t  s e t  f o o t  o n
ItÍczambrcan soiì .

Dissident visits Mozambique

lríozamblqtre" of which he js

the President-
Bittcr rhalry betrveen \/ilan-

cuios :rnd the úen Renamo
r{jprcscÌrtat lve Luis Seraplào
sprì lcd ol 'er into bÚ.an'e ar--

ç r r s a l i o n s  a n d  c o r l n t c r - a c -
cusiì t ic!ìs úì Lne lerlcrs pages

cf thc r-ighl-win€ ll?rshülglorÌ
l-inres newspaper, as dilfcrenl
,\m.;rican cons'e n/aIi','e grcu ps

Iincd up behind eircÌl of the trvo
men. Scrapi i ìo's supportcìrs ac-
cused ViÌanculós o1' ,'vori;.ing

tor the l lozambir:;rn . jccuri{}.

-irn'rct, SN.,\!;', rvlt.rlc 1-lIc \'Ììirrt;
c u ì r , , s ;  c a r r Ì p  r e t ü r i i : G  i h i r t
sr:r. ip:. ;-r i l ' : ìs in t Ì : :  ;ai ' l ; ! ' i Ìus[
í - - . , , r . t . ì  _ .  r r . ,  r , ì ì i r , _ r , _ , .

À 1 . \ \ j : . s v r . \ - \ . .

r ' , , ' .  l ì  iL â ir ! ì .(-)rt  i i l r jss cclÌ-
f . ' Í c n c i ' o n  3  ) i a y  b c f o r e
re i l l rr ì i : ìq t0 t i ìe Unìtcr l  SLates.
Y i lancr r ìcs  dcc la rcd  h is  "onc

huit: l rsu per ceiì i  s;ui.r i-rrr; i '  lur
. " í r  Ch issa l Ìo 's  I l iacc  in l t i . ì -
L iV ( : ; .

'l ca.lì cn aìl cí1ruu 'io praf ir,r
pc.ìt:e l::r,J parüculirrl; '  fur iht
silc^]{ss ui ürc pca('c initl.ì i i ' . 'c
i i iaI i)resic-ient Chissano .lì:ìs
tihen", he sald., "and Ìr-t usj glvc
pr:r1'erful thanks for üre rvill-
ingllcs> C (Krn_l'an) Prcslder:t
.\ir;i 416 (Zlrnbabwe-art) Presi-
cìcnt l lugabe io acccpt úc role
uf rnediaicrs'^.

Àskctì about the Renàrno an-
nouncement in Lisbon that Íl
r e j e c t e d  M r  M u g a b e  a s  a
mediator, VÍlanculos saÍd he
found lÍ. "dlfftcult to undeÍ-
stand" since úe bandits had
earllcr accepted the Zrmbab-
rvean leader^

He crltlclrsed Renamo for lts
murderous  and des l ruc t i ve
taclics, conlrasuÌ\g tirem with
t Ì t e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  b _ y
F r e i i n r o ' s  g u e r r i l i a  a r n ì y
dr-rri"ltg üre anti<:oJolüal rvar.

"Freiirno r re',-cr deslro,vcd t ht:
b a s i c  i r u ' r i ì s i r l r ' c t u r e s  o i
Nlozambiqri  e' ,  sald Vt. larrculos.
"Th is  i s  very  d i f l c ren t  l t t l r Ì r
R r : n a r n c . r .  U n l o r l u n a t e l ] '
Rertanro destro-""s üings that
are basic ior cur Surr ' ivaÌ. I í
tJrr-'y kill so nìan!' pcopie. *'ho
iio ihcy *'iìnt to nrÌe ovcr ? 

'

S'r-r:ii,gci', . \'il:it tc uirrs ücniei
aiì  Ì t :-ro' .r ' icd4c oi I ìcnarno's
(i i i ( i l ls âS a : ' fcâiíori  , . ;r  i l ;e
i \ ì . t ) ü C S i A I i  : i í t ' r J l  S C n - l C C S , , l
ie l  Sur r lL i ,  r i l t r i  o I  l s  ia ie r
t r a l Ì s l c r  ! o  S ! r , i t h  . r l r i ç a : r
r\ Í i i i lary I l tLt: Ì i l ' -rci tce * cü5i)rLc
aci Ì Ìr i t  t  l r ìg t  Ìr  i , t l  ìre rv as

. rcc.ruii.crl irt'.o iÌr:l.riiìo b)' il,-s

thctr Crncrai Sccr-crary, Orian-
<1o Cnstir ia, a r i ;{ i r i .- i taÌ ici  nrair
o ï '  t l ; - ; i  ihe  Rho. lcs rar ì ,s .  (ne Í i

úe Scuti .  rúicans. '1'ou hl:vt:
morc üüonrÌaÌ ion gn Lhls t Ì ian
I r1c", ìre tolcì t Ì ie press corì-
ference pi i i lnt iveiy.

Vi lancul:-. is (ook Â;ner:, :an
c l t l ; : e n s h l p  i r - ,  f 9 3 0 ,  a n i ì
avoit-led ansiverüìg ürc qucs-

üon as  to  whcLher  hc  w 'ou lc i

nuw app i ) '  [o r  Ì t luzãr r r 'u ie ln
c i t?enshrp ,  úus  renouncuìg

his ârnerican piìssport (duai

n a t l o n a : l . t y  l s  n 0 t  p o s s r b l e

undeÍ l!t6zem$iç34 l6y),

,The passporl u'as ,ïnot irn-
ponant", he Caimed. I'My heart

Atd sptrlt are Moa4ryplcan'.

He 'rvas involved nith the
Renamo bandits in the Urúted
StatÊs in the eally Ì980s, but
lnternal  Ctru$gles rn the
Renarno !{qúington olïce led
Vllancúlos ta pet up hts orln
organisatlon, a tax-exempt
foundatlon called I'Fìlends of
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