
Renamo prisoners
say they escaped
Staff Reporters

University of the lVit-
watersrand academic
Professor David Ste-
phenson (40) and Zim-
babwean businessman,
Mr Dudley Searle ({6),
who were abducted by
Renamo troops in the
Beira Corridor on Feb-
ruary 16, were not re-
leased - they escaped
- relat ives said last
week.

Earl ier this month.
Renamo claimed the
two men had been re-
leased as  par t  o f  an
Easter truce, but both
denied statements by
the terrorists that they
had been released on
humanitarian grounds.

ô0 km IïALK
P r o f e s s o r  D a v i d

Stephenson was reunit-
ed  w i th  h is  w i Íe  and
fami ly  a t  Jan  Smuts
A i r p o r t  o n  A p r i l  1 8
after spending a har-
r o w i n g  t w o  m o n t h s
held hostage - and he
vowed not to return to
the country unti l  the
war was completely
over.

ProÍessor Stephen-
son said they escaped
on April 13 and walked
60 km through thorn-
veld until they were re-
scued by the Zimbab-
wean Nat iona l  Army
on April 15.

Sport ing a straggly
beard, swollen feet and
bruises and cuts over
his Íace and body, Pro-
fessor Stephenson said
their escape took near-
ly two months to plan
w h e n  t h e y  r e a l i s e d
they would not be re-
leased.

The men were seized
by the Renamo rebels
on February 16 while
they  were  dr iv ing  to
i n s p e c t  r o a d s  i n
Pungwe near Beira.

"We stopped near a
Frel imo base to r ight
water bcttles that had
fa l len  over  when we
w e r e  s u r r o u n d e d  b y
children with automat-
i c r i f l e s - I t h o u g h t
they were beggars at

ProÍec:or Slcphcnron
. .  .  vowcd nof lo 7a-
tu rn  fo  Mozombiquc

until thc wor ir ovor.

out to be Renamo ban-
dits.

" W e  w e r e  m o v e d
f r o m  b a s e  c a m p  t o
base camp and then to
forest camps. Although
we were treated well
phys ica l l y ,  we were
c o n s t a n t l y  d e c e i v e d
and lied to about our
release. This, combined
wi th  repor ts  on  the
n e w s  a b o u t  p e o p l e
b e i n g  k i l l e d  b y  t h e
rebels, was mental tor-
ture.

"So we bui l t  up an
escape plan. We pre-
tended we had malaria
and looked de l i r ious
and mad, then we built
up our strength, got Íit-
te r ,  accumula ted  ra -

. tions and prepared our-
selves."

T h e  m e n  w a l k e d ,
c r a w l e d  a n d  Í o u g h t
their way through for-
es ts  o f  thorn  bushes
and trees because they
were too terr i f ied to
take paths.

DEBRIEFED
The men were  de-

briefed by the Zimbab
Wean army, who also
cleaned them up and
gave them ex tens ive
medical treatment.

His wife, Mrs Lesley
Stephenson, spent two
traumatic days when
reports were released
that the men had been
set free.

" I  knew th is  cou ld
not  be  t rue  bu t  I  d id
n o t  k n o w  w h e r e  m y
h u s b a n d  w a s .  O n l y
when I heard he had
escaped did everything
Ía l l  in to  p lace , "  she
said.f i rd t  bu t  they  tu rned
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