HARARE -- MNR
have peeni  poaching ele-
phast. thino gnd other game
in the Goua-re-zhgu Nation-
al park ifi South-eastern
Zimbabwe for gevern; years
to finanee their destabilts
ation efforts im Mozambigus
and Zimbabwe,

Bandits, sccording to Zim-
babwean Sources, have con:
firmea information given o
the Weekly Mall of South
Africa that obandits bave
been kifling loca) elephants
and rhinc apd gselling the
ivory and horm to South
Africang.

The Mail has an on-going

investiga.t"‘ln into  private
South Awfan funding ot the

pandits

bandit operations and has

exposed many such channels,

The bandits have ot had
it all rheir way since they
Btarted _gsaching w Gona-
re-zhou early in 1986 Seve-
ral have beep killed by pa-
trols ffom the Department
of Natipha] Parks and Wild-
life Management gof .
Zimbabwe Nationa]
_?‘t‘i)ers have been arrested.

shot, aithp
known whg

I 18 not knowp
how meny erephant
-afimals  hgve

bandét poacners,
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have beep reports ot dozens
of clophant arcasses .een
without Susks and most of
these are the resuit of pandit
poacherg.

At ope Lme tnose making
the reglw-= thought that Zim-
babwean (#00ps were respon-
sihla, Sut Zimbabweansg
wouid 'na st difficwt . mar-
ket 'voRy  or rhino horn at
least v quentity. :

South Africa 15 wellknown
for exporting a gooa dea)
more ivory than i{g produced
in that country. American
investigators “uncovered re-
cently evidence showing that
vast mumbers of Angolan ele-
phants were being staugtiter-
ed and the ivory channeited
through South Afrlea for
UNITA tunds.

The oresence of bandit
poachers 1n  Gona-re-zhou
has ted to a rise in poaching
by other people. but only

- since the beginning of last

year, according to contacts
However, the bandit presence
makes norma) anti-poaching
work difficult.

According to sources the
bandits started the commer-
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On September 19, the follow-
ing year, the army killed a
number of poachers, boeliev--
ad to be bandits, and
a rifle recovered and two
more were killed in July last
year,

Gona-re-zhou, one of the
country’s prime wildernesg
areas, has been closed to
visitors for some time be-
cause of the presence of
poachers and bandits,
Chronicle Corr,
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