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Mozambique:
Chissanols home front
As Mozambique moves slowly towards direct peace nego-
tiations between the government and the Resistencia
Nacíonal Moçambicana (Renamo or MNR), President

Joaquim Chissano is locked in a bitter rearguard action on
two fronts against hardliners in his ruling Frente para a Lib-
ertação de Moçamhique (Frelimo)
, Fierce infighting has broken out within the military high

command, which seems far more committed to this carn-
paign than to the l5-year war against the rebels. The issue
is Chissano's last-ditch effort to refornr the armed forces
before opening peace talks. This rneans trying to move the
defence minister, General Alberto Chipande, out of his
minístry. On the outcome depends Chissano's abil ity to
control the armed forces after the peace deal, when a
ceasefire wil l have to be implemented.

The president wil l need all his strength to oversee the
inevitable integration of the rebel ancl government anrries.
Peace looks threatening to nrany top anììy oÍ'f icials, who
have used the war to get involved in a wide range of
businesses, from ivory- and marble-smuggling to farming
and cattle ranching.

During a stonny meeting with the anny top brass on 8 Feb-
ruary, Chissano sat and watchedmilitary comrnanders accuse
each other of comrption, incompetence and general bad
behaviour. At the end of the encounter, he announced his
plans to name three vice-ministers of defence: Chief of Staff
Lieutenant-Gen. Antonio Hama T hai ; arnreil forces' pol iti-
cal commissar and Polit ical Bureau member Major-Gen.
Antonio da Silva Nihia, and Colonel Ismael Mangueira,
the former logistics chief.

The bombshell came with the announcement that it was
time to put the defence ministry undercivil ian control. This
meant Chipande, who is widely credited with the collapse of
the war effort, would have to lcave. I lut Mangueira has
tumed down the oÍfer of a deputy rninister's post, saying he
cannot serve unti l Chipande is out. Chissano is waiting for
Chipande to do the honourable thing and resign. It could be
a long wait. The president's leading choice to take over at
defence is Polit ical Bureau member Feliciano Gundana.
the current minister of the presidency and an Ndau. This is
the ethnic group in the central provinces of Manica and
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SoÍala from which Renamo draws the bulk of its military
command. His appointment would effecql.vqly leaye Chissano
himself as the defence minister.

The army's squabbling comes at a time when its perform-
ance on the battlefield continues to disappoint. ln,March, the
natitrnal daily ncwspaper Noticias proudly announcçd the
capture of a major rebel base at Maringue,,in Sofala provi
ince, by a joint force of Zimbabwean commandoç, and
Frelimo troops which had launched an offensive,pçgund
rebel strongholds in the Gorongosa mountains in.late Fgbru-
ary. What the paper failed to note was that government
Íorces had taken Maringue in an identiczú offensive lastJuly,
only to lose it again to the rebels. Even the elite forces trained
by Brit ish advisers in Nyanga, Zimbabwe, and stationed in
the southern province of Maputo, are suffering unfler the
weight of the military collapse. At midnight on 31 Jariuary,
300 Rerramo fighters. attaçked the battalion headquarters
north of thc town of Magude. The barracks were'not on'alert
at the time. The second-in-command was shot êight t imes
and bled to death hours later. There was no transport to take
him to hospital. , ,^ \

Chissano is facing opposition to talks with
Renamo from within his dwn party ;i

Chissano is also battling on a second front: the l2iman
Polit ical Bureau. This struggle involves consrantly shift ing
all iances in Frelimo's inner citadel. At issue is Chissano's
drive to break the party's l5-year hold on power, introduce
a multi-party democracy, and bring to heel the state's exten-
sive security apparatus. While the new draft constitution
does not discuss the issue of a one-party state, its call for
freedom of association implies acceptance of u *ul1i-party
systcrn. Its proposal for direct clections to the presidency
and parliament is the death knell of Frelimo's monopoly.

This prospect frightens many top party officials who
would stand litt le chance in a free election. This is especially
true since urban unrest over dramatically fall ing l iving
standards - a result of the Intemational Monetary Fund-
backed Economic Rehabil itation Programme (PRE) - has
reached its highest point yet and taken on a distinctly anti-
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Frelimo tone. For weeks, the capital rvas rife with rumours
rìbout an anti-PRE, demonstrat.ion plannccl fctr 12 Mnrch that
would lead a rn<.rb to sirck thc InterJi 'utit 'rr hurd currcncy sholl
in central  Maputo.  Top United Nàt ions oÍ ' Í ' ic ia ls warnecl  their
employees to stock up at the Interfrdtt(e and keep their
children at home. But though sevcral lorryloads of the feared
riot police - sorne armecl, increclibly, rvith rocket-propelled
grenades -  sat  wai t ing at  the Wonren's Orgarr isat ion Square,
the act ion ncver carÌre.

J 'cns ion  in  Maputo  was u t  i l s  l rc ig f r t  as  ( ' l r i ss r r r ro ' . s  p l l r r rc
touched down at  Andrews Air  Force base outsic le Waslr i r rg-
ton on l2 March for the f i rst  fu l l  s tatc v is i t  to the Uni ted
States by a Mozambican leader. ln a thrce-hour rÌÌecting
with Presidcnt George I f  ush, Clhissarro la i t l  out  l r is  p lans to
open peace talks wi th Renanro ancl  to rcÍorrrr  the courr t ry 's
pol i t ical  systenr.  I ronical ly,  dur ing a latcr  r r rcct ing r .v i th US-
based Mozarnbicans, Chissano ciìrÌìc l 'acc to Í 'ace rvit lt scv-
eral Renamo officials, including Julius Sefir, t l te nerv rebel
repre.sentative to the USA, based in Philaclclphia. 

' l 'he

meetirìg went so well that one Renanro supporter handcd
ovcr  a  l i s t  o f  qucs t io r ts  C l t i ssano wou l r l  Í ì rcc  the  Í ì r l lo rv i r rg
day í ' rorn a group of  r ight-wing cr l r rgrcssrÌ ìcÍ Ì  lcd by l )an
If urton.

The 12-15 March  v is i t s  to  thc  USA ar rd  Br i ta in  gare
Chissano the opportunity to sÌrore up lris suppurt frclrtt thc
West 's most conscrvat ivc lc i r t lcrs,  lJush arr t l  I \ targarct
ï 'hatcher,  at  a t ime whcn Westcnr i r r rpat icncc w' i t l r  lack ot
progress on the peace front was holcling up tlacll l '  nccclccl
dcvelopment assistance and food aid shiprrrcrr ts.  Sornc aic l
of f ic ia ls say Mozanrbiquc is on thc l r r ink of  * ' i r lcsprcad
famine aÍÌìong war reÍ'ugees.

Further,  the spreading unrest  i r t  thc Sr l r iet  Uniort  and

ea,stcrn Europe has put in grave jeopardy all but token
mil i tary ant l  economic assistance frorn the fonner social ist
courr Í r ics.  

' l ' l rc  
incrcasirrg s l tc l r tagc oI  f  t te l  and i t t td t t rut t i -

t ions e xplains Chissano's February v is i t  to l , ibya and Alge-
r ia.  Chissano hacl  asked to v is i t  Moscow in February,  hut
was turnecl  down by the Central  Comnri t tee of  the Sovict
Corrirnunist Party which said it had too marÌy problems to
deal rvit lr at honre. Soviet Foreign Ministerl iduard Shevard-
nadze's four-hour v is i t  to Maputo thc day aÍ- ter  wi t r rcssir tg
N: r l r r ib i lu t  in t l c ; l cndcr tcc  o r r  2 [  M; r rc l r  look  s<>nrc  o l ' t l t c
st ing out of  the ear l icr  Soviet  rebutf .  At  thc t i r r re of  h is v is i t ,
Maputo was suffering severe power cuts due primarily to
rebcl sabotage of the electricity l ines fì 'om South Africa.
' l 'hcsc 

black<luts havc carncd I ìcrrarno k:acler Âfons<r
I ) l r lakarna  thc  n icknar Ì ìc 'C i rcu i t  I l reaker ' .

Whi le Chissano was in Lonclon anr l  Washingl .on s inging
the praiscs of  h is government 's radical  refonrt  progranìtne,
Í 'orccs were at work at lronre which were lo ernban'ass hirn
deeply.  On I  6 March, l r r format ion Minister Teodato Hun-
guanÍì cxpelletl Antonio Ì\ lateus, correspondent for the
I)ort t tguese news {rgcncy Lrt .çt t .  arrr l  a str ingcr í ì r r  Voice of
Ar r rc l  i ca  r l r l io ,  r t Í ' t c r  a  rcpor  t  o r r  u r r rcs t  i r r  t l r c  c lp i ta l .  l  l c  l rac l
in arr l 'case bee n c lue to leavc in a w'ee k to take up a r ìew post.
T 'he 24-hour expuls ion was carr iccl  out  wi th astonishing
speecl  b1,  a usual ly lcthargic bureaucracy.  I r t  f i rct ,  the r l rc ler
carì ìc Í ' rorn Sccrrr i ty Mirr istcr  Ì \ lar iano Ì l t r ts i r t l te,  an opp()-
rrent of  Chissano's reÍbrrns.  

' I 'hc 
sercur i ty nr i r r is t ry had bccn

inves t iga t i r rg  the  . iourna l i s t ' s  ac t i v i t ies  fo r  sevcra l  rnon lhs .
Obscrvers suspected an at tcrrrpt  to enrbarrass Chissano in
t l re \ \ 'cst .  Tlrc expuls io l r  c l re r l '  prrolcsts l ì 'orr t  bot l t  l )onugal
arrc l  the Uni ted States and was expectecl  to l rang ovcr
Ch iss lno 's  s t l ì te  v is i t  to  [ - i sbor r  i r r  cur ly  Apr i l  O


