Life in Rushi
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returns to normal

THE setting up of securi
the Rushinga area where

N%lanned villages in
banditry had pre-

viously disrupted daily life, has seen the situa-

tion returning to
normal.

The area, which lies
north-east along the bor-
der with Mozambique,
has frequently suffered
incursions by South Afri-
can-sponsored MNR ban-
dits, mainly targeted at
defenceless villagers.

Villagers who lived
near the border were
urged to move into secur-
ity villages which were
set up by the provincial
authorities to afford them
security. )

Initially, the villagers
slept in schools or in bun-
kers protected by the Zi-

mbabwe National Army

and Zimbabwe Republic
Police.

The Govermor of Ma-

shonaland Central Pro-

vince, Cde Joseph Kapa-
radza, said 23 security
planned villages had
already been set up, with

two nearing completion. -

“These villages have
reduced the bandits’ in-
cursions and life has al-
most returned to nor-

mal,” said Cde Kaparadza.

Security forces who
patrol the area and offer
protection to the locals
acknowledged the
change in the security
situation but said most of
the people did not move
during the night as one
never knew when he or
she could meet the
bandits.

" chances,”
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“The bandits cannot
take the war to us, in-
stead, they terrorise the
unarmed villagers, burn,
loot and rape women,”
said one army officer.

“Once these bandits
see a print of our boots,
they will disappear and
never come back. They
normally move at night
and quickly retreat into
Mozambique before day-
light,” said the officer.

Cde Kaparadza said the
villages provided the peo-
ple with more flexibility
and thus were proving
more popular with them.

“Each of the families in
the  villages can now
build houses for the
whole family unit. They
can now go to their fields
under the protection of
the armed forces as we
can’t afford to take -any
said Cde

Kap

Buses are now operat-
ing, with some of those
which had been with-
drawn back in operation.
But presently they move
during the day, reaching
areas near the border.

The last MNR killings
were just before the
Christmas holiday last
year and three days after
New Year’s Day in which
seven people were brutal-
ly murdered.

Another police detail

stationed at Mukonde vil-
lage in the area said of
late they had not come
into contact with the ban-

dits. “We have also car-

ried out a vigorous exer-
cise to screen people in
the villages in case there
could be some collabora-
tors among them.”

Cde Kaparadza said
provincial authorities, to-
gether with the security
forces, were ready if the
bandits devised other
ways to get at the villag-
ers in the security
planned villages. Meet-
ings had been held, dis-
cussing ways to counter
the attacks.

“It's logically and stra-
tegically better to have
people at a single point in
terms of protection for
it’s impossible to have
our security forces every-
where protecting the vil-
lages,” he said.

He said as the province
was looking at having
these villages permanent,
the process of villagisa-
tion would also have been
made more easier.

A number of non-gov-
ermmental organisations
have come to the aid of
villagers, giving them
material support, install-
ing grinding mills and
constructing schools.

Cde. Kaparadza said
five damns had been con-
structed to provide water
for domestic consump-
tion and irrigation.

He said the villagers
embraced the Regional
Town and Country Plan-
ning Act. He said they
were not “protected vil-
lages” as the colonial re-
gime called them during
the liberation struggle.

Villagers confirmed
that the security position
had improved. Said Cde
Janet Amos: “We no long-
er depend on donated
food as we are now in a
position to till our fields

and harvest the crops.”

She said before the sec-
urity planned villages
were set up, her husband
had to Live at their village
in Nyatsato looking after
their fields but at risk.

Cde Record Katori said
he had moved all his fam-
ily into a security planned
village “voluntarily as we
were never forced to
move”.



