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MOZAMBIQUIL: Trouble browing in Avmy

President Jesguim Chiszano has scl up a_special mililary commission {o_carry oul an
Inguiry into army moral, following rumours that public scetor strikes which have been breaking
out in the counlry for the last three weeks (ION N™113) are ltlkely o allect the army. While (he
strikers are claiming higher wages, carcer opportunilics and payment of arrears, the situation in
the Armed Forces may be a lot worse.

On January 10, an cmergency mecting was called at the Ministry of Delence, altended hy
comumanders from the dilferent FRIELIMO army corps - the Alr Foree, the Navy, the Infantry and
the Ironticr Guards. The meeting was chaired by Major-General Da Silva Nilida, member of the
FRELIMO Politburo and political leader ol Mozambique's Armed Forces, representing President
Chissano. At the end of the mecting, which continued into the early hours, the officers drew up a
joint-document which refterated their loyalty to (he President.

However, Joaqulin Chissano was obliged to form an inquiry commission, while at the same
time calling on the Minister of Finance, Abdnl Magld OGsman, {o [{ind, jointly, with the Deflence
Minisler, General Alberio Chipande, answers to the problems concerning the Armed Forces.
Although the rumours of a possible strikke in the Army have not subsided, today it is {hought in

fhputo that a reshuflle at the head of the Armied Forces may be just around the corner.

The F’{ELIMO soldiers have sometimes gone_for _months without being paid, and
sometimes for=weeks without food or munitions. This situation has deeply affected the troops’
moral. On January 8, several people arriving in Maputo from the north of the country said that
they had been stopped at control barriers for security reasons. According to witness accounts
obtained by the Indian Ocean Newsletter, the soldiers strongly advised the people not to travel in
the following days because "we are preparing to go on strike,” they said. The next day President
Chissano publically admitted that the claims of the strikers_ in the public sector were justified bu
that they must not foreget that "due to the difficultios which the country must face today, the
soldiers were deprived of food and clothing.”




