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Thc Resisrenc io Nacional Moçambicana (RENAMO) beld

its hrst-ever national congress on 5-9 Junc at Corongosa in

central Mozambique: Thc congrtsscame to thc momcnlous

dccision to rcspond positivcly to President Joaquim

Chissano's peacc init iat ive. Chissano's I  2'pcint pcace plut

has already won considerable intemational approval (AC

V o l 3 0  N o  l 3 ) .
RENAMO has decidid to accept thc governmcnt's main

conditions for talks, namely a renunciation of violence and

ãgreement to work out differenccs within a constttutional

f  r a m e w o r k .  S o u r c c s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  ü t e  m e e t -

ingsa id thar inh is  keynote .  speech,  R E N A M O'  s

g u e r r i l l a ' c h i e f  A  Í  o  n  s  o

Dhlakama rcnounced any personal arnbitions and said that'

the rebels no ionger sought to ovenhrow the'Chissano

government. Thc congrcss also droppcd several previous

dcmands, such as for immediate frcc elections and úe

withdrawal of all foreign forces in Mozambique - principally

rhe 10,000 Zimbabwean roops helping thc Sovernment

army to defend two strategic ransport Íoutes to the sea' Both

issues arc to bc worked out in ncSotiation rather than on thc

batt leíreld.

RENAMO congress bids for peace
RENAMO's new flexibiiity opens üc door io some Anorhcr change was the shifi of Vincente Zacharias

dramatic announcemen6 at thc Frente de Libertaçao de Ululu from rhe hcad of üe admini(ration dep.artrnent -

Moçambìquc IFRELIMO)'s Fifth Congress, to bc hcld in mainty conceãJ*i,rt organtsrng fogd an-d..Jaboy

Maputo íiom 2a4L July, ia fint suchlarh.rlng in ,"u.n supplies - to head L:nformadon- In an I effon to dilute the

years. chissano is hoping ro en(er rhe congress armed with conuolof thcNdau 
cthnic group over

a positive rÈsponse from the rebcls so as to swing rhe pany ttr. ro".Ã"nì, úc notronal councll has been shaken up to

faithful bchrnd a peace agÍeemenc RENAMO ãpp"-. tá include one representarive from cach of Mozarnbique's l0

have obl iged. provinces.

Sincc Chissano embarked on the cunent peace effons in
August 1988, giving Mozambican church-lçaders approval

io meet wirh üre rebcls, his biggest problem has been a lack

cf cohercnt leadership within RENAMO iaelf. At the

Gorongosa meeting, the movement underwent a major re-
'structuring. Thc congress chosc a new four-member cabi-

net. a lGpcnon national council and scverar new depan-

ment heads. Gone is thc long'dme hcad of RENAMO's

exiernal rcladons, Artur Janeiro de Fonseca' oow report:

edly persona non grara in his old home, 
'lVest Griimany'

His replacement by Raul Manuel Domingos. the former

chief of suff of rhe 20,000-strong rebcl army, marks tÌre fint

dme that a miliary man from inside Mozarnbique has bcen

üe relcls' cfféctiüi foreign úinisrer.

The Corongosa meedng provided üc strongest evidence

yet that right-wing United States groups, almost cenarnly

working with the blcssing of the Ccntral lntclligence Agency

(CIA), arc winning thcirúattle to wrestconirol of RENAMO

from South African military intelligencc opcratives (AC

Vol 29 No 24). Itwould have becn unúiúable forFonscca

to bc droppcd unlcss his South African mentor, Brigadier

Charles van Niekerk, ciüer had agrced or been neurral iscd'

Washington sources indicate that the Pentagon has now

dropped its objections to a State Depanment pcace initiative

on Mozarnbique. Last ycar. US Depanment oí Defcnce

officials objec,"6 ,o 6ç civilian view that RENAMO should

be stopped.
The bartlc for control of R-ENAMO has raged for at least

two ycars. It centres around Thomas Schaaf. an American

rcl igious fundamental ist who establ ishcd contact with

RENAMO when he worked for Zimbabwe's agncultural

cxtension depanmcnt. Agritechs; in the border town of

Mutare. Schaaf is working closely with Ray Cline' former

CIA chief of opera(ions. Thc CIA's aim scems.(o bc to steer

RENAMO away from Pretorra and rcmove pro-Pretorta

elemcnts in thc movement's exlernal lcadership. Retired

General John Singlaub. another CLA contact '  also maintains

a close' interest. He was part icularly closc ro RENAMO

ofl lcial Joáo Ataide, one of sevetal 'RENAMO pcople

murdered in the US-South Afr ican struggle íor control.

Thc batt lc for control of US pol icy on RENAMO tipped

ineversibly in favour of thc Statc Depaíment after publ ica-

t ion of a report by Robert Gersony. I t  accused the rebels of

carlving out atrocit ies and murdering a( Ìeast 100.000

peop le .  Pres ident  P . lV .  Botha .  dur ing  h is  t988 meet ing  w i th

President Chissano at Songo, promised to cut off  South

African suppon.
Wi th  RENAMO s t rong mi l i ta r i l y  bu t  weú d ip lomat i -

cal ly, and' FRELII"ÍO' having overwhclming diplomatic

backing but a f ìagging army. the stage was set to bring the two

sides together. Chissano sol idif ied thc dominance of the

more pragmaÍic core of the FRELIMOJeadership, forging a

coal i r i on o í tt LryW i f , fra n.s p91. !Í-i n i! te i A r-m a.n d q, . -G-u e-

buza. Security Minister } lar iano Matsinhe. and his old

fr ièr id'Foreigí fv{ inister Pascòal Mocumbi, expected to

cl imb lo-the Poli t ical Bureau _at the Fif th Congress.

The superpowers are also working togetheÍ. The Soviet

Union backed Chissano's scarch for peace by informrng

Mozambique's generals that there would be no more major

arms supplies." Moscow has pressured Pretona too, with

Deputy  Fore ign  Min is te r  Anato ly  Adamish in  p resent ing

Pik Botha with evidence that South Afr ican suppon foÍ the

rebels continues. US diplomats in the region st i l l  insist that

RENAMO conlinues to receive supplies from South Afr ica.

FRELIMO units spotted a hel icopter arr iving at the town óf
Magude,  50  mi les  nonh o f  l v Íaputo ,  on  l4  June and leav ing

towards the South Afr ican bordcr. Another unidenti f ied

helicopter was spotted in rhe same 
"iea 

on l8 June.

As US ambassador to ìvlaputo ÌVÍel issa Wells champi-

oned improved relat ions with the ivÍaputo goüè-rnment. cther
people in Wtshingron ser about cleaniog RÉNe"rÍO.'s e-xtcr-
na l  representa t ion  o í  i t s  p ro-South  Af r i çan  e lements ,  sy r r t -
bol ised by Fernandes anci Fonseca.:Schaaf has visi ted.the

RENAMO.hea< lquaners  in  C-orongosa . lever r l - r in tcs  th is

year .  A l l  these e f fons  seem (o  have cu lmina ted  in  the

res t ruc tur ing  announced in  RENAMO's  June côngÍess  a


