
South  Af r i can  so ld ie rs  p rov ided cover  fo r  the  MNR band i t  a t tack  in  wh ich  I0
c j -v i l íans  were  k i l led  and 22  woundedr  oD the  border  town o f  Ressano Garc Ía
on the  n igh t  o f  26  Apr i1 ,  eyewi tnesses  to ld  A ïM"  "The band i ts  L rere  un lóaded
f rom a  South  Af r i can  anny  tp incher t  (an  open- topped armoured veh ic le ) ,  sa id
Lucas  Ch i ru te ,  who o 'wns  a  loca l  d isco  o  t t l  saw a t  leas t  15  band i ts  who vTere
b lacks  ge t  ou t  o f  the  veh ic le r "  Ch i ru te  added"  Another  w i tness  sa id  Ëhat
dur ing  the  a tEack ,  South  Af r i can  so ld ie rs  shone huge search l igh ts  f rom the i r
veh ic les  on  a  supennarke t  tha t  rüas  be ing  loo ted  by  the  band i ts :  "They  l i t
up the area around the foreign exchange store (FNAC) from which the bandi ts
s t o l e  m o s t  o f  t h e  f o o d . t t  T h e  s a m e  s o u r c e s  s a i d  t h a È  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  s o l d i e r s
shot  a t  peop le  who LTere  f lee ing  towards  the  South  Af r i can  s ide  o f  the  border "
Townspeople unanimously agree that there \ , Ías South Afr ican involvement in
the attack " H ro Nc*c lL; o* ( t;i)
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