
l \ . ro MNR of f  j .cers,  Diogo Domingos Toni  (301 and l t l i r iam Erton (321, who
both  sur rendered to  the  auËhor i t ies  in  o rder  to  benef i t  f rom the  amnesty
o f fe red  Ëo band i ts  who tu rn  themse lves  in ,  spoke to  journa l i s ts  a t  a
Maputo  press  conference on  14  Apr i1 .  Both  men are  f rom the  cent ra l
province of  Manica, and spent ten years in the bandi t  ranks.  They said
they  were  k idnapped in  d i f fe ren t  parÈs  o f  the  prov ince  in  1978,  and taken
over the border for  mi l i tary t ra in ing at  Odzí,  in what was then the rebel
Br i t i sh  co lony  o f  Southern  Rhodes ia"

Diogo Toni  said he was promoted to the rank of  cornnander of  heavy \^/eaponry
in Apr i l  1980. T\nro months later Ì " Íozambican forces at tacked his base, and
he los t  h is  le f t  hand,  He was hosp i ta l i sed  ins ide  an  MNR camp fo r  the
nex t  e igh t  months .  In  1982,  he  \^ ras  appo in ted  an  ins t ruc to r ,  t ra in ing
other bandi ts in the use of  mortars.  His disabi l i ty  meant that  he \^ras
not sent out on raids,  but  he moved from base to base j -n Ì ' íanica and the
neighbour ing province of  Sofalar âs a ur iddle-ranking MNR off icer.

TonÍ  sa id  tha t  p lanes  f lew in  regu la r ly  f rom South  Af r i ca  to  resupp ly  the
bandÍ ts .  The las t  t ime he  persona l ly  w i tnessed such supp l ies  Í /as  in  Apr i l
f988  in  the  d is t r i c t  o f  Ì ' l a r ingue,  Sofa la  p rov ince .  The p lane dropped no t

on ly  weapons,  bu t  a lso  parachuted  some South  Af r i cans  in to  the  base,  whom

he sar^7  d iscuss ing  w i th  h is  super io rs .  He sa id ,  a  p lane landed e lsewhere

i n  S o f a l a  l a t e r  i n  t h e  m o n t h  t o  p i c k  t h e s e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n s  u p .

Wi r iam Er ton  rose  th rough the  ranks  o f  the  MÌ . IR  to  become f i rs t  a  company
commander ,  and then,  in  November  1984,  a  sec tor  commander .  For  most  o f
h is  t ime w i th  the  band i ts  he  \ ras  opera t ing  in  h is  home area  o f  Mavonde,

near the Zimbabwean bordero At the } lavonde base there l ras a t tspecial

g roupt t  o f  saboteurs ,  t ra ined in  South  Af r i ca ,  sa id  Er ton .  There  were
f 6 of  theur,  conmanded by one Tomas Fernando, and their  main tasks l rere
to  a t tack  the  ra i lway  and Èhe p ipe l ine  f rom the  Ind ian  Ocean por t  o f
Beira to Zimbabwe.
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