They described the supply operation for munitions as a strict
need-to~know system in which only some soldiers had direct access to
the deliveries. Almost all made referencé to captured arms. but none
said these were their major source. Outlvyina bases received supplies
from central bases in each province by head porterade. Bases in
southern Mozambiaue received some supplies overland from South Africa.
but elsewhere the pattern was of periodic landinas of DC-3's.,
parachute drops. or sea landinas.

A agiven area normally received supplies only once or twice a vear
in auantities sufficient to last that lona. The last specific
delivery cited in my interviews was a plane landina in Zambezia
province in April 1988, mentioned by a combatant who escaped in June
179883. Another ex-Renamo member., speakina to dournalists in Manica
province in late Movember.,. said she had carried supplies from South
African mlanes which landed in the Goronaosa area in October 1988.

South African involvement was also cited in an interview by a
recent defector from Renamo's Lisbon office. He said that in October,
when he left, they were still receivina Renamo military communiaues
from the mame South African officers who had alwavs handled the
communications.

The interviewsss also described a hiahly centralized system of
command. control and communications, with its apex the communications
link between the Henamo headauarters in central Mozambiaue and South
African special forces. The military trainina they described ranaed
from basic btrainina and special courses in bases in Mozambiaue to
lona-term instruction for selected soldiers in South Africa.

The asuthor is a writer on southern Africa. His most recent
books are "Hina Solomon's Mines Revisited" (1986) and "Operation
Timber: Paass from the Savimbi Dossier" (1988). He holds a doctorate
in socioloay from the University of Wisconsin (Madison)e and is fluent
in Portuauese. He is currently associated with the African Studies
Proaram, Georaetown University, as a visitinag researchers and is a
contributing editor for Africa News Service.
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