MNR ‘GENERAL’ AMONG 50 KILLED":

ticrald keportes s
FOUR MNR bhandit bases
were destroyed und 50 ban-
dits including a p,(.n()r'd"
were killed and hundr
slaves freed in a recent”ma-
jor operation along the Mo-
rzambican border, by lll’uh«l-
bwean troops backed by “Air
Force helicopters. v

The Brigade magaz._n(,
The EFlephant News, has re-
ported that the operation in-

volved all three bdlld]l()ﬂb of

1 Brigade plus 3 Preside ;l.ll
Guard and 8 Amphibitjus
Squadron, with support from
2 Para Battalion and the heli-

copters from the Air FForeg of

R
Iht

Zimbabwe's 7 Squidron.

The four bases which
were sited some 15 km in-
side Mozambique, along the
castern border were Chi-
camba, Mapunga, Makoba
and Ruya.

Heavy fire

The u)mmmd(r of 1 Bri-
gade, Brigadier Paradzai Zi-
monte, who commanded the
operation, said the longest
and probably the ficreest
hattle was fought at Ruya
River where the troops ook
morc than five hours to de-
stroy the base,

“There was an exchange

ot

of heavy firc for about an
hour and we discovered that
the base was heavily mount-
ed and closely guarded due
to the presence of a ‘general’

in it.

“I think the base was one
of MNR’s strongholds and
the resistance faced by the
troops during the fight clear-

ly indicated that someone of

"

a superior rank was inside.

The Ruya base was com-
pletely destroyed and burnt
to ashes during the raid.
Brigadicer Zimonte said he
helieved the base was used
by the bandits to commit
atrocitics along the north-

eastern border.

Brigadier Zimonte said
many bandits were killed as
they tried to escape with the
body of the “general” and a
large quantity of arms were
recovered. The general was
identified as Samuel.

Commendation

He said their recent mop-
up operation against the
MNR had drastically re-
duced bandit activity along
the bhorder with
Mozambigue,

Brigadier Zimonte com-
mended all troops who took

{

part in the opcration for
their boldness, skill and pro-
fessional manner in which
they launched the attacks.3
The brigadier urged all %i-
mbabweans living along the
eastern border to be vigilant
and report all suspicioits
people. Ile assured thé¢m
that troops were at their dis-
posal should they corhe
across such people or infor-
mation rcgardmg the MNR
bandits in the area. o
In another report, The
Elephant News said 150
MNR bandits were c.ap(ur(,d
by Zimbabwean troops in es-
tates near Chipinge receritly.




